
 
 
 

 

Religious Exemption Laws 
 

No updates needed since March 10, 2023 
 

Broad Religious Exemption Laws (“RFRAs”): Broad state religious exemption laws, sometimes called 
“Religious Freedom Restoration Acts” or RFRAs, permit people, churches, non-profit organizations, and 
sometimes corporations to seek exemptions from state laws that burden their religious beliefs. The 
individual person or organization must seek out an exemption, such as through court proceedings. 
 
Targeted Religious Exemptions: Targeted exemptions provide a blanket exemption, or license to 
discriminate, to anyone operating in a specific area such as child welfare services, medical care, 
businesses serving the public, or government officials/employees solemnizing marriages.  

• Child Welfare Services: Permits child-placing agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and others, if doing so conflicts with their 
religious beliefs. 

• Medical Providers: Permits medical providers to refuse to serve LGBTQ people and others, if 
doing so conflicts with the provider’s (or provider’s employer’s) religious beliefs.  

• Business Services: Permits businesses to deny services (such as wedding-related services) to 
LGBTQ people and others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs.  

• State Officials/Marriage Solemnization: Permits state and local government employees and 
officials to decline to marry couples of whose marriage they disapprove. 

 
--- 

 
Alabama 

• State has broad constitutional religious exemption law. See AL Const. Art I, §3.01 (1999). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See HB24 (2017). 

o This exemption is only permitted for agencies that do not receive government funding.  

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits medical professionals to decline to serve 
LGBTQ people and others. See HB95 (2017). 

 
Alaska  

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Arizona  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See Ariz. Rev. Stat. §41-1493.01 (1999). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See SB1399 (2022). 

 
 
 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/constitution/1901/constitution1901_toc.htm
https://legiscan.com/AL/bill/HB24/2017
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/searchableinstruments/2017RS/bills/HB95.htm
http://www.azleg.gov/ars/41/01493-01.htm
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/77334


 
 
 

 

Arkansas 

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See AR Code Title 16, Ch 123, Sec 401 (2015). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits medical professionals to decline to serve 
LGBTQ people and others. See SB289 (2021). See also SB199 (2023) that specifically says “State 
law shall not require, or be construed to require, a healthcare professional to perform a gender 
transition procedure.” 

 
California 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Colorado  

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Connecticut  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See CT Gen. Stat. Ann §52-571b (1993). 
 
Delaware  

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
District of Columbia  

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 

Florida  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See FL Stat. Ann. §§761.01-05 (1998). 
 
Georgia  

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Hawai`i 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Idaho  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See ID Code Ann §§ 73-401-404 (2000). 
 
Illinois 

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See 775 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 35/1-99 (1998). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits medical professionals to decline to serve 
LGBTQ people and others. See 745 ILCS 70/1 (2016). 

 
Indiana  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See IN Code Sec. 1.IC 34-13-9 (2015). 
 
Iowa 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 

http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=A.C.A.+%A7+16-123-401
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?tbType=&id=sb289&ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2021R
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=sb199&ddBienniumSession=2023%2F2023R
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_925.htm
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700-0799/0761/0761.html
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title73/t73ch4/sect73-402/
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2272
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2082&ChapterID=58
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2016/ic/titles/034/articles/013/chapters/009/


 
 
 

 

Kansas  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See K.S.A. 60-5301-05 (2013). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that that permits private businesses to deny services to 
married same-sex couples. See Kansas Executive Order 15-05 (2015). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See SB 284 (2018). 

 
Kentucky  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See Ky. Rev. Stat. §446.350 (2013). 
 
Louisiana  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See La. Rev. Stat. §§ 13:5231-5242 (2010). 
 
Maine 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Maryland 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Massachusetts 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Michigan  

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs.  

o This exemption is only permitted for agencies that do not receive government funding. 
o See HB 4188 (2015), HB 4189 (2015), HB 4190 (2015), and Dumont settlement (2019). 

 
Minnesota 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 

Mississippi  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See SB 2681 (2014). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See HB 1523 (2016). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits medical professionals to decline to serve 
LGBTQ people and others. See HB 1523 (2016). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that that permits private businesses to deny services to 
married same-sex couples. See HB 1523 (2016). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state and local officials to decline to marry 
couples of whose marriage they disapprove. See HB 1523 (2016). 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li_2014/b2013_14/measures/hb2203/
https://kslib.info/DocumentCenter/View/4451/EO-15-05?bidId=
https://legiscan.com/KS/text/SB284/2017
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=42395
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?p=y&d=725122
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2015-HB-4188
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2015-HB-4189
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2015-HB-4190
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/03.22.19_FINAL_Dumont_settlement_summary_650097_7.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2014/pdf/history/SB/SB2681.xml
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2016/html/HB/1500-1599/HB1523SG.htm
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2016/html/HB/1500-1599/HB1523SG.htm
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2016/html/HB/1500-1599/HB1523SG.htm
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2016/html/HB/1500-1599/HB1523SG.htm


 
 
 

 

Missouri  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See Mo. Ann. Stat. §§ 1.302-.307 (2004). 
 
Montana  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See SB 215 (2021). 
 
Nebraska  

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Nevada 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
New Hampshire 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
New Jersey 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
New Mexico 

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See N.M. Stat. §§28-22-1, et seq. (2000). 
 
New York  

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
North Carolina  

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state and local officials to decline to marry 
couples of whose marriage they disapprove. See N.C. Gen. Stat. § 51-5.5 (2015). 

 
North Dakota  

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See ND Century Code §50-12-07.1 (2003). 

 
Ohio  

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits medical professionals to decline to serve 
LGBTQ people and others. See HB110 (2021; amendment in state budget, see pages 1453-1455). 

 
Oklahoma  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 51, §§251-258 (2000). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See SB 1140 (2018). 

 
 

http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/00100003021.HTML
https://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=215&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20211
http://public.nmcompcomm.us/nmpublic/gateway.dll?f=jumplink$jumplink_x=Advanced$jumplink_vpc=first$jumplink_xsl=querylink.xsl$jumplink_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title;item-bookmark$jumplink_d=%7bnmsu%7d$jumplink_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:%2728-22-1%27%5d$jumplink_md=target-id=0-0-0-51507
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_51/GS_51-5.5.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t50c12.pdf
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-documents?id=GA134-HB-110
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_134/bills/hb110/EN/07/hb110_07_EN?format=pdf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os51.rtf
https://legiscan.com/OK/text/SB1140/2018


 
 
 

 

Oregon 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Pennsylvania  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See 71 Pa. Stat. tit. 71, 2401-2407 (2002). 
 
Rhode Island 

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-80.1 (1993). 
 
South Carolina  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See S.C. Code §1-32-10 et seq. (1999). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See HB 4950, §38.29 (2018). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits medical professionals to decline to serve 
LGBTQ people and others. See H4776 (2022). 

 
South Dakota  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See SB 124 (2021). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See SB 149 (2017). 

 
Tennessee 

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-1-407 (2009). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits medical professionals to decline to serve 
LGBTQ people and others. See TN Code Ann. § 63-22-302 (2016). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See HB 836 (2020). 

 
Texas  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See TX Civ. Prac. & Rem. Code §110.001-.012 
(1999). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See HB 3859 (2017). 

 
Utah 

• State has targeted religious exemption law that permits religious official to decline to marry 
couples of whose marriage they disapprove. Law only applies to religious officials, not 
government employees. See Utah Code 63G-20-101 (2015). 

 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2002&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=0214.
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE42/42-80.1/INDEX.HTM
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t01c032.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/query.php?search=DOC&searchtext=adoption&category=BUDGET&year=2018&version_id=4&return_page=&version_title=As%20passed%20by%20the%20Senate&conid=9211100&result_pos=0&keyval=37847&numrows=10
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=4776&session=124&summary=B
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/219024.pdf
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/45626.pdf
http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&interface=1&docinfo=off&searchtype=get&search=Tenn.+Code+Ann.+%u0E07+4-1-407
https://legiscan.com/TN/text/HB1840/2015
https://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/111/Bill/HB0836.pdf
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/CP/htm/CP.110.htm
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/pdf/HB03859I.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title63G/Chapter20/63G-20-S102.html?v=C63G-20-S102_2015051220150512


 
 
 

 

Vermont 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Virginia  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See Va. Code Ann. §57-1 to -2.1 (2007). 

• State has targeted religious exemption that permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and provide services to children and families, including LGBTQ people and 
others, if doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs. See Va. Code Ann § 63.2-1709.3 or 
S349/H189 (2012). 

 
Washington 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
West Virginia  

• State has broad statutory religious exemption law. See HB3042 (2023). 
 
Wisconsin 

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Wyoming  

• State has none of these religious exemption laws 
 

U.S. Territories 
 
American Samoa 

• Territory has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Guam 

• Territory has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Northern Mariana Islands 

• Territory has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
Puerto Rico 

• Territory has none of these religious exemption laws 
 
U.S. Virgin Islands 

• Territory has none of these religious exemption laws 

 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/57-1/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title63.2/chapter17/section63.2-1709.3/
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0715&121+ful+CHAP0715
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0690&121+ful+CHAP0690
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Bills_history.cfm?input=3042&year=2023&sessiontype=RS&btype=bill

