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THE GIFT OF THE MAGI COPY MASTER
Literary Analysis

IRONY

The contrast between what is expected to happen and what exists or actually happens is
called irony. One kind of irony is situational irony, which occurs when a character—or the
reader—expects one thing to happen, but something entirely different occurs.

Directions: Use the chart to explore situational irony in “The Gift of the Magi.” For each
character, write what is expected to happen and what actually does happen.

Situational Irony
1. What Della Plans: 2. What Actually Happens:
3. What Jim Plans: 4. What Actually Happens:
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