How To Write A Kick-Agg Query Letter: Jugt The State, Ma'am.

Write What you Know/Know What you Write:

The firet gtep to writing a terrific query letter ig to know what it ig that youre writing.
Are you writing fiction or nonfiction? [f youre writing fiction, what genre and/or gub-
genre (higtorical romance; cozy mystery; epic fantagy)?

Size Does Matter: How long is your manuseript?

If you are writing fiction, you have probably finished the manuseript and youre now
looking for an agent (or editor), g0 you know the approximate length (word count) of
your material. You ghould have checked the indugtry standarde of varioug genreg (cozy
mysterieg, for example, between 60,000-85,000 words; thrillere are cloger to
100,000 wordg; contemporary romances (not category) are 95,000-100,000;
fantagy novels are 90,000-140,000.

Complete or Not Complete, That is the Question:

Have you finished your manuseript? Mogt agente/editore only want to see material if
it hag been completed. There are some ingtances in which thig ie not the cage, but it's
generally accepted that you should only query if your material is complete.

What [ Like About You!:

Now ig the time to wow ug with your fantagtic credentials. You've published with major
publigherg in (O languages and gold over (O million copiee? That's what we want to
know! Okay, maybe you haven't had such luck. However, have you gold at all? Won any
conteste? Earned your MFA in Creative Writing? Studied with a major author?
Member of any profesgional organizationg (RWA, MWA, Sigtere in Crime, ete.)?



Name, Date and Serial Number, pleage:

Okay, maybe we don't need your gerial number, but pleage, OLEASE be sure to give ug
your detaile. We need your name, address, phone number and email address. [f your
material hag been in our inbox for a while, we need to know, <o we look to thege detaile!

[t's Like, You Know...

Like or As. Similee. Comparigong. A helpful tool ie to compare your work to otherg of a
gimilar nature. Of courge, [m gure yours is much better; but atill, humor that NY Timeg
Begteeling author and compare her book to yours.

What's it all About, Alfie?

Don't let the agent/editor guess the gtoryline. Put it down in a couple of sentences.
Thie should be one chort paragraph that summarizes the whole book. [f you have your
elevator pitch, thig is where you put it. f you dont know what an elevator pitch ig, agk
someone. You hould be able to boil your story down to just a few lines. However, with
those few lineg you need to capture the agent/editor’e attention. So, make sure you
mention what makes thig etory SOECIAL.

Let it Flow, Let it Flow, Let it Flow:

Now you need to combine all of thege elements together into a cohegive, coherent one-
page pitch. Pay attention to gpeliing and grammar. Make sure the letter "reads” well and
doesn't sound digjointed or fragmented. Thig is where the agent/author will be checking
out your writing etyle.



