
Helping Verbs 
 

What are helping verbs? Words that help out the main verb in a____ 

sentence. They give more detail about time, possibility, or__________ 

importance._______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples:  

- Katy is watching television. (Shows it’s happening now.) 

- The other children were playing outside. (Shows this happened in 

the past.) 

- You must wash the dishes. (Shows that washing the dishes is 

important.) 

- I can go to the movies with you. (Shows the possibility of 

“going”.) 
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Helping Verbs List 

is    am    are  

was    were   be  

being    been    have  

has    had    do  

does    did    may  

might   must    can  

could    shall    should  

will    would 
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