
Nonfiction Query Letter and Proposal Basics 

For Memoir and essay collections: 

Query the same way you would query a novel or short story collection 

 

  First paragraph: TITLE, genre, and word count

 

  Body: Query letter pitch (main story or common theme)

 

  Last paragraph: publishing credentials, writing experience/memberships, and 

personal bio 

____ 

 

General Nonfiction (self-help, how-to, biography, informative, etc.) requires: 

 Query Letter  

 

 Platform 

 

 Proposal 

 

General Nonfiction Query Letter (5 parts): 

1. Opening hook—an interesting question, a fascinating anecdote, or an unusual comparison 

 (1 paragraph)

2.  Supporting details (2-3 paragraphs)

3.  Qualifications (1 paragraph)

4.  Summary (1 paragraph)

5.  Thanks and request to send proposal (1 paragraph)
 

General Nonfiction Book Proposal (5 parts): 

1.  Synopsis (1-2 pages)

2.  Table of Contents (1 page)

3.  Chapter Summaries (1 paragraph per chapter)

4. Market analysis (2-4 pages, includes your competition of 4 or 5 similar books, 

 platform/promotion, & demographic appeal)

5.  Your qualifications (no more than 1 page)

 


