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Ehrenreich, B. (2001). Nickel and dimed: On (not) getting by in America. New York: Henry Holt and 

Company. 

In this book of nonfiction based on the journalist's experiential research, Ehrenreich attempts to 

ascertain whether it is currently possible for an individual to live on a minimum wage in America. Taking 

jobs as a waitress, a maid in a cleaning service, and a Wal-Mart sales employee, the author summarizes 

and reflects on her work, her relationships with fellow workers, and her financial struggles in each 

situation. 

An experienced journalist, Ehrenreich is aware of the limitations of her experiment and the 

ethical implications of her experiential research tactics and reflects on these issues in the text. The author 

is forthcoming about her methods and supplements her experiences with scholarly research on her places 

of employment, the economy, and the rising cost of living in America. Ehrenreich’s project is timely, 

descriptive, and well-researched. 

 

The annotation above both summarizes and assesses the book in the citation. The first paragraph 

provides a brief summary of the author's project in the book, covering the main points of the work. The 

second paragraph points out the project’s strengths and evaluates its methods and presentation. This 

particular annotation does not reflect on the source’s potential importance or usefulness for this 

person’s own research. 

 

Source URL: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/owlprint/614/ 

 

 

 

Why write an annotated bibliography? 

 

Writing an annotated bibliography exposes you to different authors’ perspectives on your topic, 

equipping you with the knowledge you will need to develop a thesis and write a research paper. 

 

If you were to morph your annotated bibliography into the form of an essay showing the many different 

authors’ perspectives on a topic and how they relate to one another, you would have a literature 

review.  Many college research projects require a literature review, and it often appears as a section 

toward the beginning of the final written project.  Writing an annotated bibliography is excellent 

preparation for writing a literature review. 

 

Scholars write book-length annotated bibliographies to provide their colleagues in the field with quick 

information about a great number of sources.  Because these bibliographies exist, we can read a 

hundred one-paragraph summaries rather than trudge through a hundred 20-page articles to find 

information relevant to our topic. 
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