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Essential question for this session: 
 Why ask questions? 

 
 

 
Agenda: 

I. Why Ask Questions? 
II. Essential Beginnings and Design (Ubd) 

III. James Ryan’s 5 Essential Questions in Life Video 
IV. Workshop & Share 
V. Cool Question, Now What? 

VI. Session adjourns 
 
 
I. Why Ask Questions? 
How am I called to be an Independent School educator? 
What are the most important concepts that I want students to learn?  

 
 
II. Essential Beginnings & Design (UbD, Understanding by Design) 
To what extent is education a design profession? 
 
 

III. James Ryan’s 5 Essential Questions in Life 
 

Wait, What? 
I Wonder? - I wonder why? - I wonder if? 

Couldn't we at least? 
How can I help? 

What truly matters [to me]? 
 

Understanding 
Curiosity 
Progress 

Relationships 
The Heart of Life 

 
And did you get what 

you wanted from this life, even so? 
I did. 

And what did you want? 
To call myself beloved, to feel myself 

beloved on the earth. 
 

 - Raymond Carver 
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IV. Workshop & Share 

Design Time! 

 

Design an essential question with a focus on an upcoming unit or project in your classroom or division. 

 

 

 

 

Design an essential question with a focus on aligning to the educational mission of your school. 

 

 

 

 

Design an essential question that can focus on maintaining a positive school culture. 

 

 

 

 

V. Cool Question: Now What?  

Consider, now that you have a great question…..  

• What should the student have learned prior to the teaching task?  

• What will the student need to know in order to answer the question?  

• What strategies will actively engage the student as they work toward the answer?  

• What formative assessments will inform if the students are learning the information?  

• What skills will the students need in order to demonstrate their response to the question?  

 

VI.  Session Adjourns….. with two more questions… 

How might an essential question make learning feel messy? 

How might an essential question make learning feel authentic? 

 

 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Question_mark_road_sign,_Australia.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Figure 1.2 accessed from: Wiggins, G. and McTighe, J. (2013) Essential questions: Opening doors to student understanding. 
Alexandria, VA: ASCD (Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416615059?ie=UTF8&tag=secondprincip-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=1416615059
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More examples of essential questions: 
 https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/examples-of-essential-questions/ 
 https://globaldigitalcitizen.org/100-awesome-essential-questions 
 Jamie McKenzie (2005) essential questions chapter with examples from all grades 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/1416624481/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1416624481&linkCode=am2&tag=secondprincip-20&linkId=d164fefbed6a27c4f066219d7a3f4530
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bW0NguMGIbE
https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/examples-of-essential-questions/
https://globaldigitalcitizen.org/100-awesome-essential-questions
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1I-fcpmXsTdxG3KR9fcOWuLD0tq1DgMmw


Nov. 7, 2019 Essential Questions: Korin Visocchi, Ph.D   Academy of the Sacred Heart Bloomfield Hills, Michigan    5 
 

Session Evaluation Form for Essential Questions 

Date: November 7, 2019 
ISACS 2019 Conference 
Presenter’s Name: Korin Visocchi, Ph.D 
 

 

 

 

7. How will you apply what you have learned? 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Please provide any additional comments you have in the space below.  

 

 

 

….. so why ask questions? 
 

 

 


