
Position Paper 101 

What is a Position Paper?  

 A Position Paper is a document that outlines a country’s stance on a topic. You must 
submit it to your dias before any hotel or day conference if you would like to be considered for 
an award. Some advanced committees (ex. UNSC) require you to submit a position paper. 
Position paper is the most basic MUN writing you’ll write in your MUN career. Even though 
writing them may feel tedious, it will help you build a solid foundation to work with during 
committee sessions.  

 As a representatives of a country, the position paper must be written in the third person 
(except for Diplomatic Cable). For example: instead of writing “I believe…” you must write “the 
country of (country name) believes…”  

Types of Position Papers  

Regular Position Paper 
Format: 
- 1 page per topic 
- Bibliography or Work Cited 
- Times New Roman, 12-point font, single-spaced 
- Top Left Hand Margin (in order of written below) 

- Name of the Committee 
- Name of your country (or position) 
- Name of delegate (Your name) 
- Name of the topic 
- Own name  

- 1st Paragraph 
- 2nd Paragraph 
- 3rd Paragraph 
- 4th Paragraph 

Diplomatic Cable 

 A Diplomatic Cable is a confidential, private document discussing a country’s strategic 
interests for a particular topic. This represents the nation’s private persona. A good Diplomatic 
Cable presents a thorough understanding of your nation’s internal motives and present it as it is. 
Diplomatic Cables are not accessible by other delegates.  

Format: 
- 1 page per topic 
- Additional Bibliography or Work Cited at the end 
- Addressed to a foreign minister from a head of government (ex. When delegating as the UK, Prime 

Minister of UK addresses the Foreign Secretary)  
- Times New Roman, 12-point font, single-spaced 
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Press Release  

 A Press Release is intended to be a public statement, portraying a nation’s public persona 
and including its political rhetoric and posturing. A good press release will attempt to present 
your country’s position on controversial topics while minimizing criticism and garnering support.  

Format: 
- 1 page per topic 
- Additional Bibliography or Work Cited at the end 
- Addressed to any news corporation local to the delegate’s country position or an international news 

corporation 
- Article title is not necessary 
- Times New Roman, 12-point font, single-spaced 
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Regular Position Paper  
- Source: CAHSMUN 2017  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Diplomatic Cable 
- Source: CAIMUN 
- Committee: FIFA  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Press Release 
- Source: CAIMUN 
- Topic: FIFA
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