
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clever Ideas 
Unit 1 Week 1 

Essential Question: 
 

Where do good ideas 
come from? 

Comprehension Strategy: Make Predications 

• Good readers use clues from the story to make a prediction. 
• Students may stop to confirm or revise their predictions if 
necessary. 
 • Often, students may find that making predictions will help them 
understand why a character speaks and acts in certain ways. 
 

Genre: Fairy Tale 

•Fairy tales have a main character 
that must go on a long journey or 
complete a difficult task. 
 •Fairy tales usually contain 
imaginary creatures such as 
dragons. 
 •Fairy tales end happily. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Synonyms 

•To find synonyms, 

students can look for 

words, separated by 

commas that are near the 

unfamiliar word. These 

words may have the same 

meaning as the unknown 

word. 

Spelling Words: 
1. flat 
 

2. cash 
 

3. band 
 

4. bell 
 

5. left 
 

6. shelf 
 

7. wealth 
 

8. grim 
 

9. mill 
 

10. hint 
 

11.  plot 
 

12. dock 
 

13. blot 
 

14. odd 
 

15. sum 
 

16. plum 
 

17.  bluff 
 

18. crunch 
 

19. build 
 

20. gym 
 

21. snack 
 

22. step 
 

23. pond 
 

24. heavy 
 

25. shovel 
 

Comprehension Skill: Sequence 

• Students can summarize the plot by putting a story’s key events in 
sequence. 
• Remind students that putting key events in order will help them 
understand the story. 

Grammar Skill: Sentences 
 

Vocabulary 

 flattened  frantically 
muttered   gracious 
stale             official        
brainstorm       original 

 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VQY4LP89T1X571MRLJM2PLJXSY&vocabId=CV57ZYCJPMM12YLC826498MHB1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VQY4LP89T1X571MRLJM2PLJXSY&vocabId=1E7WBMB1RXTV4BSBMDGRTJGFGM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VQY4LP89T1X571MRLJM2PLJXSY&vocabId=SQ93RFGBT76BJQBMJTZCCO5S8M&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VQY4LP89T1X571MRLJM2PLJXSY&vocabId=X9DYGGFMFWE29KO4RNVJVQXKWO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VQY4LP89T1X571MRLJM2PLJXSY&vocabId=1YH8PV1BP37MYYKF979DFB77GQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VQY4LP89T1X571MRLJM2PLJXSY&vocabId=ZF4SX5ZQFGHK93G8YV8RMP1YOM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VQY4LP89T1X571MRLJM2PLJXSY&vocabId=DS9PDG6FHLGL923RF1ZGTHH78Y&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VQY4LP89T1X571MRLJM2PLJXSY&vocabId=X5F4JYD3WM5188X6M3XB7RKT5M&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

Think of Others 
Unit 1 Week 2 

Essential Question: 
 

How do your actions 
affect others? 

Comprehension Strategy: Make Predications 

• Good readers use clues from the story to make a prediction. 
• Students may stop to confirm or revise their predictions if 
necessary. 
 • Often, students may find that making predictions will help them 
understand why a character speaks and acts in certain ways. 
 

Genre: Realistic Fiction 

•Realistic fiction tells a made-up 
story.  
•Realistic fiction features 
characters, settings, and events 
that could exist in real life.  
•Realistic fiction usually includes 
dialogue. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Idioms 

•An idiom probably will not 

make sense in context if it 

is read as though it were an 

ordinary phrase.  

•When students find 

idioms, they should look for 

clues in the sentence or 

paragraph to help find their 

figurative meaning. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   major 
 

2.   clay 
 

3.   stray 
 

4.   today 
 

5.   bail 
 

6.   rail 
 

7.   drain 
 

8.   faint 
 

9.   claim 
 

10. pale 
 

11. face 
 

12. graze 
 

13. cane 
 

14. slate 
 

15. ache 
 

16. flame 
 

17. steak 
 

18. break 
 

19. eight 
 

20. they 
 

21. obey 
 

22. grim 
 

23. plum 
 

24. cash 
 

25. neighbor 
 

26. railway 
 

Comprehension Skill: Problem & Solution 
 

•Students need to identify the story’s problem. The problem is what 
the main characters want to do, change, or find out.  
•Students need to identify the steps that the characters take to 
solve their problem. Characters reveal their traits through the steps 
they take to solve their problem.  
•The way in which the problem is finally solved is called the solution. 

Grammar Skill: Subjects & 
Predicates 

 

Vocabulary 

     accountable advise 
    desperately     hesitated 
     humiliated inspiration 

  self-esteem   uncomfortably 

 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HLMMFYS5C1MDOGNHLSDFCLOCTM&vocabId=52HCGH6C4D9RHDM8M79YEGEL71&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HLMMFYS5C1MDOGNHLSDFCLOCTM&vocabId=M9TO34L42YYJ5M8X8QQXS7SBLE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HLMMFYS5C1MDOGNHLSDFCLOCTM&vocabId=NF9N9L52W5GLM8CNG7Z822VOL4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HLMMFYS5C1MDOGNHLSDFCLOCTM&vocabId=F5567VQLFTKBB1JMECC64NVQK8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HLMMFYS5C1MDOGNHLSDFCLOCTM&vocabId=9SNC1S7X38SZ261BJDY7RHRT9Y&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HLMMFYS5C1MDOGNHLSDFCLOCTM&vocabId=TJXDSP94FGCENNH3SY519QDSHY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HLMMFYS5C1MDOGNHLSDFCLOCTM&vocabId=NMKXGM1CJLZ52W41BP8PDGW9L4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HLMMFYS5C1MDOGNHLSDFCLOCTM&vocabId=9V6LGDFOC12LVM4YR8O15QJKMO&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take Action 
Unit 1 Week 3 

Essential Question: 
 

How do people respond 

to natural disasters? 

Comprehension Strategy: Reread 

•Good readers reread something that they do not understand.  
•When they encounter challenging text, students can reread that 
section. They may need to reread more than once to make sure they 
understand.  
•Students may find that that rereading improves their 
comprehension of informational texts. 

Genre: Expository 

•Explains facts about a topic. Topics 
include a real person, an actual 
event, a real place, or a real thing.  
•May include text features such as 
headings, photographs and 
captions, and diagrams.  

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Multiple-Meaning 

Words 

•Some words are multiple-

meaning words. They have 

more than one meaning.  

•Students can use the 

words and phrases near a 

multiple meaning word to 

figure out its meaning. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   evening 
 

2.   zebra 
 

3.   breathe 
 

4.   league 
 

5.   squeaky 
 

6.   healer 
 

7.   sleek 
 

8.   indeed 
 

9.   reef 
 

10. deed 
 

11. speech 
 

12. wheeze 
 

13. concrete 
 

14. scheme 
 

15. belief 
 

16. chief 
 

17. honey 
 

18. donkey 
 

19. family 
 

20. weary 
 

21. bail 
 

22. pale 
 

23. eight 
 

24. appeal 
 

25. freedom 

Comprehension Skill: Compare & Contrast 

•When you compare, you tell how things are alike.  
•When you contrast, you tell how things are different.  
•An author may use signal words such as same, but, both, and like 
to signal comparisons. 

Grammar Skill: Simple & 
Compound Sentences 

 

Vocabulary 
alter  collapse 

             crisis     destruction 
  hazard substantial 

    unpredictable severe 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HM4MODBS55MGZREH259R7MFLNE&vocabId=HCYLXPW3CHYCD6ES25DYJX83H8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HM4MODBS55MGZREH259R7MFLNE&vocabId=LKG96FR9NPTETVRQLJLJK8JNLQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HM4MODBS55MGZREH259R7MFLNE&vocabId=2MX4SPYKVVHMC6XG6Z4XPLQ4BM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HM4MODBS55MGZREH259R7MFLNE&vocabId=NTTLDZO5R4781324MXJYDRM514&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HM4MODBS55MGZREH259R7MFLNE&vocabId=5ROJBBR15ZZK7RDNOWQC6QNWOO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HM4MODBS55MGZREH259R7MFLNE&vocabId=98DSFN6CBLSTYZ9VWS8KGCG74E&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HM4MODBS55MGZREH259R7MFLNE&vocabId=H34KPF1S15OD98R28ENP6D7R6Q&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideas in Motion 
Unit 1 Week 4 

Essential Question: 
 

How can science help you 
understand how things work? 

Comprehension Strategy: Reread 

•Good readers reread something they do not understand. 
 •When students encounter unclear or difficult text, they can reread 
that section. They may need to reread more than once to make sure 
they understand. 
 •Students may find that rereading improves their understanding of 
narrative nonfiction. 

Genre: Narrative Nonfiction 

•Tells a story that includes facts 
and examples about a topic. The 
characters in the story share or 
learn facts. 
 •May include text features such as 
headings, photographs and 
captions, and speech balloons.  

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Context Clues 

•To find context clues, 
students can look at words 
surrounding the unfamiliar 
word. These words might 
be definitions, examples, or 
restatements of the word’s 
meaning. 
 •Context clues can appear 
in the same sentence as an 
unfamiliar word or 
somewhere in the same 
paragraph. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   climb 
 

2.   minding 
 

3.   pies 
 

4.   die 
 

5.   height 
 

6.   sigh 
 

7.   fright 
 

8.   slight 
 

9.   drive 
 

10. file 
 

11.  kite 
 

12. prime 
 

13. pride 
 

14. slice 
 

15. twice 
 

16. wipe 
 

17.  pry 
 

18. sly 
 

19. shy 
 

20. spy 
 

21. chief 
 

22. zebra 
 

23. sleek 
 

24. highway 
 

25. wildlife 

Comprehension Skill: Cause & Effect 

•A cause is why something happens. An effect is what happens.  
•Students can look for signal words such as because, due to, so, and 
as a result to find causes and effects in a text.  
•Then they can use the cause-and-effect relationships they find to 
understand how or why things happen in the text. 

Grammar Skill: Clauses & 
Complex Sentences 

 

Vocabulary 

accelerate advantage 
  capabilities   friction 
  gravity           identity 
  inquiry           thrilling 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EFT6HS8VYP5EG8GK4YD43YTZQE&vocabId=EBHLT7JNQBJ4J7J7WQ67EBYPJE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EFT6HS8VYP5EG8GK4YD43YTZQE&vocabId=OCPHO7EB98VGNGX6VE8HC8SQN4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EFT6HS8VYP5EG8GK4YD43YTZQE&vocabId=TP5CHOHMG1GBQD5F6BC2WELKRO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EFT6HS8VYP5EG8GK4YD43YTZQE&vocabId=CSMO77Q4149DSFSKFEMTCR8FOQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EFT6HS8VYP5EG8GK4YD43YTZQE&vocabId=Y5BNY5GSCP65K3G4T4EOWCD1O4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EFT6HS8VYP5EG8GK4YD43YTZQE&vocabId=Q5LOPKVKX9J6TDD4LF7YBB8EHE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EFT6HS8VYP5EG8GK4YD43YTZQE&vocabId=BFBL8P3L1TRJFNC1RS5NQ54SEY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EFT6HS8VYP5EG8GK4YD43YTZQE&vocabId=84R3S6QHMP42RML3Q4PBNL8CH8&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Putting Ideas  
to Work Unit 1 Week 5 

Essential Question: 
 

How can starting a 
business help others? 

Comprehension Strategy: Reread 

•Good readers reread parts of text they don’t understand. 

 •When students have questions or don’t understand complex ideas 

and vocabulary, they can reread to increase their understanding. It 

may help to reread more than once. 

Genre: Persuasive Article 

•States the author’s opinion on a 
topic.  
 •Supports the author’s opinion 
with facts and examples. 
 •A persuasive article often includes 
text features such as headings and 
bar graphs. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Suffixes 

•A suffix is a word part 
added to the end of a word 
to change its meaning. 
Students can use the suffix 
and their knowledge of the 
root word to help define an 
unfamiliar word.  
•Three common suffixes 
are: -ly (done in a way of), -
ive (related or belonging 
to), and -ful (full of or 
characterized by). 

Spelling Words: 
1.   bolt 
 

2.   mold 
 

3.   toll 
 

4.   shadow 
 

5.   flow 
 

6.   mows 
 

7.   lower 
 

8.   blown 
 

9.   quote 
 

10. mole 
 

11. stone 
 

12. stove 
 

13. chose 
 

14. sole 
 

15. stole 
 

16. goal 
 

17. groan 
 

18. load 
 

19. roasting 
 

20. woe 
 

21. kite 
 

22. fright 
 

23. climb 
 

24. coaster 
 

25. motor 
 

Comprehension Skill: Main Idea & Key Details 

•To find the main idea, students can look for important details in a 
text or part of a text and consider what they have in common. 
 
 •Identifying the main idea and key details will also help students 
summarize the text. 

Grammar Skill: Run-on 
Sentences 

 

Vocabulary 

 compassionate     enterprise 
 exceptional     funds 
 innovative              process 
 routine     undertaking 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EGC6MMXMEGHZKJR5CBPGRW3ZPY&vocabId=269LBLX2DLK6R2RPS81BP8J2T4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EGC6MMXMEGHZKJR5CBPGRW3ZPY&vocabId=76PJBE4PVNH1KM8NW23414JHOO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EGC6MMXMEGHZKJR5CBPGRW3ZPY&vocabId=OP5QNESM1PLV53JM9N967B6YC1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EGC6MMXMEGHZKJR5CBPGRW3ZPY&vocabId=C22CCP9R54VKQT5FPLHYECN15Q&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EGC6MMXMEGHZKJR5CBPGRW3ZPY&vocabId=GOHTQ4PQX4ZM9W35FCL9XVQBBO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EGC6MMXMEGHZKJR5CBPGRW3ZPY&vocabId=WDSMP3QDVHBWHBCG33SQHXN5LO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EGC6MMXMEGHZKJR5CBPGRW3ZPY&vocabId=1DOSSML34LOGYELM61T7PELRYM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=EGC6MMXMEGHZKJR5CBPGRW3ZPY&vocabId=H8JENXOTWY24PRMRFHZO2HEJO1&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literary Lessons 
Unit 2 Week 1 

Essential Question: 
 

What are some messages 

in animal stories? 

Comprehension Strategy: Ask & Answer Questions 
 
 

•Good readers ask questions when there are parts of a story they do 
not understand. 
 •Questions can be about why a character acts a certain way or why 
an event occurs. 
 •Students can reread a passage of text to find the answer to a 
question. 
 

Genre: Folktale 
 
 

•Folktales are based on the 
traditions and beliefs of a people or 
region. This folktale is based on 
Iranian culture. 
 •Folktales are passed down from 
generation to generation. Students 
may find oral storytelling cues like 
long ago or once upon a time. 
 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Root Words 

•The root is the simplest 

form of a word. Students 

can look for a root they 

recognize inside a longer 

word to find the overall 

meaning. 

 •The root may be at the 

beginning of the word, with 

a longer ending attached. 

 

Spelling Words: 
1. unblock 
 

2. unborn 
 

3. unchain 
 

4. unload 
 

5. unlock 
 

6. recall 
 

7. relearn 
 

8. resell 
 

9. rewash 
 

10. rewind 
 

11.  imperfect 
 

12. indirect 
 

13. incorrect 
 

14. illegal 
 

15. overact 
 

16. overheat 
 

17.  subway 
 

18. premix 
 

19. preplan 
 

20. supersize 
 

21. stone 
 

22. blown 
 

23. lower 
 

24. interact 
 

25. transmit 
 
 

Comprehension Skill: Theme 
 
 

•Readers can use the theme of the story to help them understand 
what the author intended to say or teach. 
 •Authors do not usually state the theme. What characters say and 
do in a story and what happens as a result can help readers find the 
theme. 
 •The theme of a folktale is usually a lesson about human behavior. 

Grammar Skill: Common & 
Proper Nouns 

 

Vocabulary 

     attracted dazzling 
     fabric  greed 
     honest          requested 
     soared  trudged 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VCOXDKJWYKL5RMN41OZOETY4O8&vocabId=F5B2ZSPD97CRDN4993RLG31EV8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VCOXDKJWYKL5RMN41OZOETY4O8&vocabId=GOX1846OQ78CJ3VY33VYVFYHE4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VCOXDKJWYKL5RMN41OZOETY4O8&vocabId=2SKV1OOGDZBFZW8WCCX3BYRYLM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VCOXDKJWYKL5RMN41OZOETY4O8&vocabId=139BSOL1M284KMW1SE4CLE14NM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VCOXDKJWYKL5RMN41OZOETY4O8&vocabId=C48P1ZWC727PKQ63MV5GOJDFYM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VCOXDKJWYKL5RMN41OZOETY4O8&vocabId=5D28GXN32GCCVBNSOVERO7QHF8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VCOXDKJWYKL5RMN41OZOETY4O8&vocabId=EN9DH3YWGQCZ9PCOZHHN7TJC98&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=VCOXDKJWYKL5RMN41OZOETY4O8&vocabId=DJYWDED6GSZETZE7W95NMPHHW8&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

Animals in Fiction 
Unit 2 Week 2 

Essential Question: 
 

How do animal characters 

change familiar stories? 

Genre: Drama 

•A drama gives the setting and a 
list of characters. 
 •A drama is divided into parts 
called acts or scenes. 
 •A drama provides stage directions 
and is written in dialogue. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Antonyms 

•Students can look for 

other nearby words and 

phrases that give examples 

or provide a further 

description of the word. 

Students can use these 

clues to try to determine 

the word’s meaning. 

 •Sometimes there will not 

be adequate context clues 

in the surrounding text. In 

this case, students should 

use affixes. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   thirty 
 

2.   width 
 

3.   northern 
 

4.   fifth 
 

5.   choose 
 

6.   touch 
 

7.   chef 
 

8.   chance 
 

9.   pitcher 
 

10. kitchen 
 

11.  sketched 
 

12. ketchup 
 

13. snatch 
 

14. stretching 
 

15. rush 
 

16. whine 
 

17.  whirl 
 

18. bring 
 

19. graph 
 

20. photo 
 

21. unload 
 

22. relearn 
 

23. subway 
 

24. expression 
 

25. theater 

Comprehension Skill: Theme 
 

•To identify the theme, students must pay attention to the 
characters’ words and actions. 
 •Then they must think about what happens as a result of these 
actions. 
 •Students should ask themselves, “What message does the author 
want to get across to the reader?” 

Grammar Skill: Singular & 
Plural Nouns 

 

Comprehension Strategy: Ask & Answer Questions 

• When students read a drama, they may not understand all of it. 
Remind students that it helps to ask questions about what they do 
not understand. Then they can read to find the answers. When 
reading a dramatic scene or play, students may ask:  
•What is this story about? Why is the character talking or acting a 
certain way? What problem does the main character have?” 
 

Vocabulary 

annoyed  attitude 
    commotion cranky 

  familiar  frustrated 
 selfish  specialty 

 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=CWFM7N3RMVTLLXXB8CMVWQYBM4&vocabId=6R3345SWP8O9MZR1SXJOO1R388&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=CWFM7N3RMVTLLXXB8CMVWQYBM4&vocabId=FDBPCH94X4L9EKPPV2LFD7W3Z8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=CWFM7N3RMVTLLXXB8CMVWQYBM4&vocabId=B2X4Q995QR4TK1JPV65HPDZQX1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=CWFM7N3RMVTLLXXB8CMVWQYBM4&vocabId=XKYNDM5SC9XKRBNJR1F9TNZXR8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=CWFM7N3RMVTLLXXB8CMVWQYBM4&vocabId=JPKGK5NERGKDJKC5YWBJJC59N4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=CWFM7N3RMVTLLXXB8CMVWQYBM4&vocabId=HVWO929CL446394VOYJH482E3E&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=CWFM7N3RMVTLLXXB8CMVWQYBM4&vocabId=O3XTC47CZYGJCVPHSYWKTLQRZ4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=CWFM7N3RMVTLLXXB8CMVWQYBM4&vocabId=HOWJ3D9VZFV9OM9ME7KKRYEWHO&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural Connections 
Unit 2 Week 3 

Essential Question: 
 

How are all living things 

connected? 

Comprehension Strategy: Summarize 

•After reading a passage, students should ask, “Which details are 
important, and which are unimportant?” Guide students to sort the 
information in the passage to pull out the most important details. 
 •Once students have identified the most important details, they 
should retell those details in a logical order using their own words.  

Genre: Narrative Nonfiction 

•It tells a true story about an event. 
 •It presents information in 
sequence, or the order in which 
events actually occurred. 
 •It presents information in an 
engaging way, so that it reads like a 
story. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Context Clues 

•Context clues are words or 

phrases near an unfamiliar 

word that can help 

students understand its 

meaning. Some context 

clues are sentence clues 

that appear in the 

sentences surrounding the 

words. 

 •Some context clues help 

by providing another name 

for an unfamiliar word. 

 •Other context clues tell 

Spelling Words: 
1.   shred 
 

2.   shriek 
 

3.   shrimp 
 

4.   shrink 
 

5.   script 
 

6.   screw 
 

7.   screech 
 

8.   straighten 
 

9.   straps 
 

10. strand 
 

11.  sprout 
 

12. sprawl 
 

13. sprang 
 

14. splashing 
 

15. splotch 
 

16. thrill 
 

17.  throb 
 

18. throat 
 

19. thrift 
 

20. through 
 

21. choose 
 

22. photo 
 

23. whine 
 

24. threaten 
 

25. strictly 
 

Comprehension Skill: Main Idea & Key Details 

•To find the main idea, students must first review the key details, or 
the information the author presents, and decide which details are 
the most important. 
 •Then they decide what these details have in common, or how they 
are connected. This will help them determine the main idea. 

Grammar Skill: Irregular Plural 
Nouns 

 

Vocabulary 

     crumbled droughts 
     ecosystem extinct 
      flourished fragile 
     imbalance ripples 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ZB2MOR5J59MKOVRVQR5R45E7N1&vocabId=VSVJ9FY2J7XY5C9GVL5S26L2VE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ZB2MOR5J59MKOVRVQR5R45E7N1&vocabId=4O145L38DJ9MOBBWMHNHPJGQ7O&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ZB2MOR5J59MKOVRVQR5R45E7N1&vocabId=P7RZNBJYH5R28XP8XXCJOYZZL1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ZB2MOR5J59MKOVRVQR5R45E7N1&vocabId=6FOLYX43W91CKHSO64B45D9XXQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ZB2MOR5J59MKOVRVQR5R45E7N1&vocabId=4P3JSOGVOLJMRFH5HPBQVG8SBY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ZB2MOR5J59MKOVRVQR5R45E7N1&vocabId=TZWPTE8ZGEQLKCYOKQ4GFX7KQM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ZB2MOR5J59MKOVRVQR5R45E7N1&vocabId=4Q9BJN27BHGXK8YSCYTJX7Y8JO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ZB2MOR5J59MKOVRVQR5R45E7N1&vocabId=JY3BP1893R89C66L9TVLO66X8E&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adaptations 
Unit 2 Week 4 

Essential Question: 
 

What helps an animal 

survive? 

Comprehension Strategy: Summarize 

•After reading a passage, students should consider which details are 
most important. By identifying those key details, students can find 
the information they should include when they summarize. 
 •Once students have identified the most important details, they 
should retell the details in their own words. They should present the 
details in a logical order. 

Genre: Expository Text 
 

•Expository text gives important facts 
about a topic. Topics include a real 
person, an actual event, a real place, 
or a real thing 
 •Expository text may include text 
features such as headings, 
photographs and captions, diagrams, 
maps, and time lines. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Prefixes 

•Common prefixes include 
un- (not), re- (again), and 
dis- (opposite of).  
 
•When students encounter 
words they do not know, 
they should check to see if 
they can split the word up 
into a recognizable root 
word and a prefix. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   dart 
 

2.   guard 
 

3.   award 
 

4.   backyard 
 

5.   argue 
 

6.   spark 
 

7.   target 
 

8.   smart 
 

9.   charge 
 

10. carpet 
 

11.  warp 
 

12. door 
 

13. fort 
 

14. morning 
 

15. stork 
 

16. cord 
 

17.  worn 
 

18. stormy 
 

19. core 
 

20. bore 
 

21. screech 
 

22. shrimp 
 

23. throat 
 

24. charcoal 
 

25. forecast 

Comprehension Skill: Main Idea & Key Details 

•To find the main idea, students must first review the key details, or 
the information the author presents, and decide which details are 
the most important. 
 •Then they decide what these details have in common, or how they 
are connected. This will help them determine the main idea. 

Grammar Skill: Possessive 
Nouns 

 

Vocabulary 

  camouflaged    dribbles 
extraordinary poisonous 

  pounce            predator 
  prey           vibrations 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=77TRF93O6OP3RCW5JRXQF4JXL8&vocabId=YH5CH475CZ8N5BYWKBOWVSFWSQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=77TRF93O6OP3RCW5JRXQF4JXL8&vocabId=RH1RMDYBGC12FR53Z7TCV6FJNE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=77TRF93O6OP3RCW5JRXQF4JXL8&vocabId=95WYVFTL8S9W98G8MW8NR6835E&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=77TRF93O6OP3RCW5JRXQF4JXL8&vocabId=VR9YY52Z7BG9YD89B6F191FFWO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=77TRF93O6OP3RCW5JRXQF4JXL8&vocabId=8NOHRSLWYJM6DEWTCXVEECHZ3M&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=77TRF93O6OP3RCW5JRXQF4JXL8&vocabId=RHV2TVRFWVDQSD99N55XMR971Q&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=77TRF93O6OP3RCW5JRXQF4JXL8&vocabId=2826MD42NGPEEM4YFZ7D45XJ6M&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=77TRF93O6OP3RCW5JRXQF4JXL8&vocabId=EHT7YEP25ECSHW26EDWOZWP79M&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animals All Around 
Unit 2 Week 5 

Essential Question: 
 

How are writers 
inspired by animals? 

Comprehension Strategy: Meter & Rhyme 

•Meter is the arrangement of accented and unaccented syllables in 

a line of poetry. The way the syllables are arranged and accented 

creates rhythm. 

Words rhyme when their endings sound the same, as in time and 

climb. 

Genre: Lyric Poetry & Haiku 
•Lyric poetry expresses the 
thoughts and feelings of the poet.  
•It often has end rhymes. 
•Haiku uses three short lines to 
describe a scene or a moment.  
•It has a first and last line of five 
syllables and a second line of seven 
syllables. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Figurative Language 

•A simile is a comparison of 
two unlike things using the 
words like or as. The room 
was as hot as an oven is an 
example of a simile. 
  
•A metaphor is the 
comparison of two unlike 
things without the use of 
like or as. The grass was a 
green carpet is an example 
of a metaphor. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   sickly 
 

2.   hardly 
 

3.   quickly 
 

4.   slowly 
 

5.   carefully 
 

6.   wonderful 
 

7.   beautiful 
 

8.   graceful 
 

9.   spoonful 
 

10. darkness 
 

11.  shapeless 
 

12. ageless 
 

13. illness 
 

14. goodness 
 

15. spotless 
 

16. painless 
 

17.  weakness 
 

18. darkest 
 

19. clearest 
 

20. thoughtful 
 

21. door 
 

22. smart 
 

23. argue 
 

24. brilliantly 
 

25. straightest 
 

Comprehension Skill: Point of View 

•To determine the speaker, students can look at the pronouns the 
author uses. The pronouns I, we, and me signal that the speaker is a 
character in the poem. The pronouns he, her, and they signal that 
the speaker is outside of the action and telling about the characters 
or events. 

Grammar Skill: Combining 
Sentences 

 

Vocabulary 

brittle creative 
 

descriptive outstretched 
 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=NPTQ1W44Y5CV7EWYVBX91SNCYO&vocabId=TCPC3956KDS4NDR9CN72ON91GM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=NPTQ1W44Y5CV7EWYVBX91SNCYO&vocabId=35OTSKCKZVVT42J255T9L4ZRP1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=NPTQ1W44Y5CV7EWYVBX91SNCYO&vocabId=5W4LPO9M2XEX444VT81XJKCWO1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=NPTQ1W44Y5CV7EWYVBX91SNCYO&vocabId=LOL8RBY331VWS6JXPPFCK2CPK8&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friendship 
Unit 3 Week 1 

Essential Question: 
 

How can you make new 

friends feel welcome? 

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize 
 
 

•Good readers pay attention to the descriptive language the author 
uses.  
•When students read a section, they should confirm word meanings 
and make sure they understand exactly how the author is describing 
a character, setting, or situation. They can then close their eyes and 
try to see a picture.  

Genre: Fantasy 
 
 

•A fantasy has elements that could not 
occur in real life. These elements can 
include characters who have magical 
qualities or places that do not actually 
exist. 
 •A fantasy usually includes illustrations. 
Readers can look for visual clues about 
the characters, setting, and events in the 
illustrations. 

 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Context Clues 

•To find paragraph clues, 

students can look for words 

or phrases in a sentence or 

a paragraph near the 

unfamiliar word. These 

words and phrases may 

provide a further 

description of the 

unfamiliar word. Students 

can use these clues to 

determine the meaning. 

 

Spelling Words: 
1. herb 
 

2. person 
 

3. sternly 
 

4. serpent 
 

5. worse 
 

6. pearl 
 

7. dirty 
 

8. birth 
 

9. shirt 
 

10. twirl 
 

11.  swirl 
 

12. purse 
 

13. curl 
 

14. curve 
 

15. curb 
 

16. hurl 
 

17.  turkey 
 

18. turnip 
 

19. purpose 
 

20. blurred 
 

21. slowly 
 

22. quickly 
 

23. beautiful 
 

24. spurt 
 

25. further 
 

Comprehension Skill: Point of View 
 
 

•The pronouns he, she, and they signal that the story has a third-
person narrator. The pronouns I, we, and me signal a first-person 
narrator.  
•A third-person narrator is not part of the story, but can tell the 
reader how all the characters feel and think. A first-person narrator 
is a character in the story. 

Grammar Skill: Verbs 
 

Vocabulary 

 acquaintance      cautiously 
complementary jumble 

 logical               scornfully 
 scrounging    trustworthy 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ET675YXSP21HFC4H3ZYWM4KWSQ&vocabId=84GFWG34RGN4LYJ2WGM7ZEFRC8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ET675YXSP21HFC4H3ZYWM4KWSQ&vocabId=5CRPKH1L5GHBF5MK7QS1PLH6LM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ET675YXSP21HFC4H3ZYWM4KWSQ&vocabId=RLF6F5QVBOBH71TENYRMC9Z3F1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ET675YXSP21HFC4H3ZYWM4KWSQ&vocabId=J1YCOM8N14DGPYX6RCXVONQ484&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ET675YXSP21HFC4H3ZYWM4KWSQ&vocabId=EBE4QYHSLMWNJGN97QBQPDG6Q4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ET675YXSP21HFC4H3ZYWM4KWSQ&vocabId=DX84BTS8ERQHTXTOQF7K3YB1NY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ET675YXSP21HFC4H3ZYWM4KWSQ&vocabId=OJBHNL4TFDGZR9DC33CYK6JPLQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=ET675YXSP21HFC4H3ZYWM4KWSQ&vocabId=DCH8KO275O459NNNJFEGTYP1QM&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

Helping the 
Community Unit 3 Week 2 

Essential Question: 
 

In what ways can you help 

your community? 

Genre: Realistic Fiction 

•Realistic fiction uses characters who 
talk, think, and act like real people.  
•Events in realistic fiction can happen 
in real life.  
•Realistic fiction may also include 
flashbacks. Authors may not always 
present events in the order in which 

they occurred. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Context Clues 

•Authors sometimes give a 

definition for an unfamiliar 

word or offer a 

restatement of the word in 

a simpler way.  

•Students can look for 

words and phrases, 

separated by commas, in 

the same sentence as the 

unfamiliar word. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   wrinkle 
 

2.   wriggle 
 

3.   wrapper 
 

4.   wrench 
 

5.   answer 
 

6.   knead 
 

7.   knives 
 

8.   known 
 

9.   kneel 
 

10. knew 
 

11.  plumber 
 

12. combs 
 

13. thumbs 
 

14. lambs 
 

15. condemn 
 

16. resign 
 

17.  doubtful 
 

18. hour 
 

19. honest 
 

20. honor 
 

21. person 
 

22. curl 
 

23. shirt 
 

24. knuckles 
 

25. wrestle 

Comprehension Skill: Point of View 
 

•To determine the narrator of a story, students should look for 
pronouns. The pronouns I, me, or us, indicate that the story is told 
by a first-person narrator.  
•A first-person narrator is a character in the story. The reader knows 
only the thoughts and feelings, or point of view, of this character. 

Grammar Skill: Verb Tenses 
 

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize 

•Good readers use details from a story to help them visualize.  
•Students can close their eyes and try to picture a character, event, 
or setting.  
•As they read and get new information, students should change the 
details in their pictures. 
 

Vocabulary 

assigned   generosity 
gingerly     mature 
organizations    residents 
scattered   selective 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=H63F5GGY1XDWNKD8Z3J933Q9Z4&vocabId=86W5967TYDXK9L5KSSF71BMMZ4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=H63F5GGY1XDWNKD8Z3J933Q9Z4&vocabId=H2Y3VKQ919G1WC6CLCSHHVOMOY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=H63F5GGY1XDWNKD8Z3J933Q9Z4&vocabId=HHKK4LNM3KD7T1964M5VC1XVRM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=H63F5GGY1XDWNKD8Z3J933Q9Z4&vocabId=3O791D1ZKS97CY6V52P91WQS14&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=H63F5GGY1XDWNKD8Z3J933Q9Z4&vocabId=Y97FHVWLPXTCYT8CX3W2B4F6RY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=H63F5GGY1XDWNKD8Z3J933Q9Z4&vocabId=BHT2GLRLPP1Z88NZ1Z2Q2F3CCM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=H63F5GGY1XDWNKD8Z3J933Q9Z4&vocabId=66PJ5VCXEMLS3GX6HDYJW8B7LY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=H63F5GGY1XDWNKD8Z3J933Q9Z4&vocabId=BEPJ4YJDFCLDQZD5K4DTGLSKH1&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberty & Justice 
Unit 3 Week 3 

Essential Question: 
 

How can one person 

make a difference? 

Comprehension Strategy: Reread 

•Good readers reread something that they do not understand. 
 •When they encounter unclear or difficult text, students can stop 
and reread that section. They may need to reread it more than once 
before they understand it. 
 •Often, students may find that rereading will improve their 
understanding of informational texts. 

Genre: Biography 

•A biography is the story of a real 
person’s life. It is written by 
another person.  
•A biography usually presents 
events from the person’s life in 
chronological order.  

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Synonyms & Antonyms 

•To find synonyms or 

antonyms, students can 

look at the sentences 

surrounding the unfamiliar 

word.  

•Synonyms may have the 

same meaning as the 

unknown word. Antonyms 

may have the opposite 

meaning. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   center 
 

2.   once 
 

3.   scene 
 

4.   spice 
 

5.   circus 
 

6.   cement 
 

7.   police 
 

8.   certain 
 

9.   ounce 
 

10. glance 
 

11.  germs 
 

12. bridge 
 

13. badge 
 

14. strange 
 

15. orange 
 

16. ginger 
 

17.  wedge 
 

18. arrange 
 

19. sponge 
 

20. village 
 

21. combs 
 

22. kneel 
 

23. wrench 
 

24. general 
 

25. ceremony 

Comprehension Skill: Author’s Point of View 

•To find the author’s point of view students must first look for 
details that reveal the author’s position on a topic.  
•As they read, students should ask themselves, “What is the 
author’s attitude about this? What clues in the text reveal this 
attitude?” 

Grammar Skill: Main and 
Helping Verbs 

 

Vocabulary 

  boycott    encouragement 
    fulfill          injustice 
    mistreated protest 
    qualified       registered 

 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=WM47L2FLHQQJFKS1DV77Z2HPJE&vocabId=JRXHFVM4LP73FSTDBKXRJBJZYO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=WM47L2FLHQQJFKS1DV77Z2HPJE&vocabId=1S6KJMZ9D9C3R3S21O7EP123MY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=WM47L2FLHQQJFKS1DV77Z2HPJE&vocabId=R5J1NSGQ372XTO39B86DZJKTQM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=WM47L2FLHQQJFKS1DV77Z2HPJE&vocabId=92CMJS4C4BORW69F86X5QPG71Q&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=WM47L2FLHQQJFKS1DV77Z2HPJE&vocabId=6E8MOSZPCJQ5ZRLXXFWMCT2828&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=WM47L2FLHQQJFKS1DV77Z2HPJE&vocabId=V9B4Q8KX9BYPF4E1RFZPZWVO18&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=WM47L2FLHQQJFKS1DV77Z2HPJE&vocabId=FRV93WVB9VBRQ8VWG7D3YYPZO4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=WM47L2FLHQQJFKS1DV77Z2HPJE&vocabId=VV2774D86OT6Q35QM8R6V4X9JY&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Powerful Words 
Unit 3 Week 4 

Essential Question: 
 

How can words lead to 

change? 

Comprehension Strategy: Reread 

•Good readers reread sentences or paragraphs that contain facts 
and details they do not understand.  
•When they encounter unclear or difficult text, students can stop 
and reread that section. They may need to reread it more than once 
before they understand it. 

Genre: Biography 
 

•A biography is a kind of nonfiction. It 
is a story about the life of a real 
person written by someone else.  
•A biography usually includes 
information about the place and time 
in which the person lived. Events are 
presented chronologically.  

Vocabulary Strategy: 
Latin & Greek Suffixes 

•Two common Latin suffixes are 
-ment, meaning “the act or 
process of,” and -able, meaning 
“capable of.” Example words 
are development, which means 
“the process of developing” and 
breakable, which means 
“capable of being broken.”  
•A common Greek suffix is -ist, 
meaning “one who practices.” 
For example, a chemist is 
someone who practices 
chemistry.  
•As students read, they should 
look for Latin and Greek suffixes 
in unfamiliar words. The suffixes 
provide clues to the meanings 
of the words. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   clams 
 

2.   mints 
 

3.   props 
 

4.   arches 
 

5.   dresses 
 

6.   parents 
 

7.   caves 
 

8.   glasses 
 

9.   hobbies 
 

10. engines 
 

11.  couches 
 

12. arrows 
 

13. enemies 
 

14. babies 
 

15. ranches 
 

16. patches 
 

17.  mistakes 
 

18. supplies 
 

19. mosses 
 

20. armies 
 

21. circus 
 

22. germs 
 

23. spice 
 

24. batteries 
 

25. compasses 
 

Comprehension Skill: Author’s Point of View 
 
 

•An author’s purpose for writing can be to entertain, to inform, to 
persuade, or to inquire. Authors write imaginative and personal 
narratives to entertain. They write expository nonfiction to inform. 
They write persuasive articles to influence the reader’s opinion.  
•To evaluate the author’s point of view, students should ask 
themselves these questions as they read. 

Grammar Skill: Linking Verbs 
 

Vocabulary 

   address divided 
   haste      opposed 

perish proclamation 
   shattered tension 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=OQE4MFLBTQE2H8E7L4WQMPYSNM&vocabId=9853MS7Q61BQ5Q2XJDG389K15Q&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=OQE4MFLBTQE2H8E7L4WQMPYSNM&vocabId=GQGQVWSK7PY7W9YK3LYMXWP45Y&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=OQE4MFLBTQE2H8E7L4WQMPYSNM&vocabId=CJ4Z7PTG7N4H5YQKH8JRWGQHQ1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=OQE4MFLBTQE2H8E7L4WQMPYSNM&vocabId=54JSPFOKEJC4CVYQY4MXDW8D4E&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=OQE4MFLBTQE2H8E7L4WQMPYSNM&vocabId=G3N8DGVPNFM4FTBJE1H56M7CH4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=OQE4MFLBTQE2H8E7L4WQMPYSNM&vocabId=BHNM53BEGN811QHVG1L837WPKO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=OQE4MFLBTQE2H8E7L4WQMPYSNM&vocabId=3GCPWVON59LRB6SV74VXTR5V1E&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=OQE4MFLBTQE2H8E7L4WQMPYSNM&vocabId=6SXRTR7DDF7VX6FB4RKFNEB6DM&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feeding the World 
Unit 3 Week 5 

Essential Question: 
 

In what ways can advances in 
science be helpful or harmful? 

Comprehension Strategy: Reread 

•Good readers reread something that they do not understand. 
•Students can reread that section. They may need to reread more 
than once to make sure they understand. 
 •Students may find that that rereading improves their 

comprehension of persuasive texts. 

Genre: Persuasive Article 
•A persuasive article states the 
author’s position on a topic. 
 •A persuasive article often uses facts 
and examples to support the author’s 
position and to convince readers to 
agree with the position. 
 •A persuasive article may include text 
features such as charts and maps. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Greek Roots 

•Many English words 
originate from words in the 
ancient Greek language. 
Learning common Greek 
roots can help students 
define many other words. 
 •Three common Greek 
roots are: gen, meaning 
“race” or “kind”; phys, 
meaning “nature”; and 
chron, meaning “time.” 
These roots may appear at 
the beginning, middle, or 
end of a word. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   fishbowl 
 

2.   lookout 
 

3.   yardstick 
 

4.   desktop 
 

5.   campfire 
 

6.   overhead 
 

7.   waterproof 
 

8.   grandparent 
 

9.   railroad 
 

10. snowstorm 
 

11.  loudspeaker 
 

12. bookcase 
 

13. bedroom 
 

14. blindfold 
 

15. newborn 
 

16. bedspread 
 

17.  yourself 
 

18. overdo 
 

19. clothesline 
 

20. undertake 
 

21. dresses 
 

22. arrows 
 

23. babies 
 

24. eyesight 
 

25. paperweight 
 
 

Comprehension Skill: Author’s Point of View 

•To find the author’s point of view, students must first look for 
details that reveal the author’s position on a topic. 
 •As they read, students should ask themselves, “What is the 
author’s position on this topic? What clues in the text reveal this 
position?” 

Grammar Skill: Irregular Verbs 
 

Vocabulary 

advancements     agriculture 
characteristics     concerns 
disagree      inherit 
prevalent             resistance 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KLLHLNSQYL2MSEGVVTFDW57MGE&vocabId=RXMW41R389SLXFS1NMVFYMKT44&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KLLHLNSQYL2MSEGVVTFDW57MGE&vocabId=4ERH26W7BQZQ3SFE86P6C5GLG4&activeSection=definition
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http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KLLHLNSQYL2MSEGVVTFDW57MGE&vocabId=EYHF8REX42D95TQPN2O22ZDJ58&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KLLHLNSQYL2MSEGVVTFDW57MGE&vocabId=VWWVHF4FE5W1D88MRG8SMJ9VK8&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Government 
Unit 4 Week 1 

Essential Question: 
 

Why do we need 
government? 

Comprehension Strategy: Ask & Answer Questions 
 
 

•Good readers ask questions about something they do not 
understand and then look for answers. 
 •When they encounter a difficult section of text, students can ask 
questions to help them understand it. They may need to reread to 
find the answers to their questions. 
 

Genre: Narrative Nonfiction 
 
 

•Narrative nonfiction is a type of 
nonfiction that is written in the form of a 
story. It is told by a narrator and presents 
information in an engaging way. 
 •The information is usually presented in 
a logical order. The author may use 
cause-and-effect relationships to present 
information. 

 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Latin Roots 

•Students can look for 

familiar Latin roots within a 

word to help them figure 

out part or all of a word’s 

meaning. 

 •Example: dent means 

“tooth”; commun means 

“common”; and spect 

means “look.”  

 

Spelling Words: 
1. tasted 
 

2. ripping 
 

3. forced 
 

4. flipping 
 

5. tapped 
 

6. flipped 
 

7. scared 
 

8. flagged 
 

9. ripped 
 

10. skipped 
 

11.  tapping 
 

12. saved 
 

13. skipping 
 

14. scaring 
 

15. flagging 
 

16. discussed 
 

17.  saving 
 

18. tasting 
 

19. forcing 
 

20. discussing 
 

21. bedspread 
 

22. desktop 
 

23. snowstorm 
 

24. outwitted 
 

25. underscoring 
 

Comprehension Skill: Cause & Effect 
 
 

•To find a cause-and-effect relationship, students should look for an 
event or action that causes something to happen. Then students can 
identify the effect, or what happens as a result.  
•Signal words and phrases such as because, so, since, and as a result 
often indicate cause-and-effect relationships. 

Grammar Skill: Pronouns & 
Antecedents 

 

Vocabulary 

amendments commitment 
compromise democracy 

    eventually   legislation 
    privilege     version 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=488W87Z9CW9Y7OEMDOZ3RVNG7Y&vocabId=38BF5NWHCR17BELP7C6SCOOBP1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=488W87Z9CW9Y7OEMDOZ3RVNG7Y&vocabId=LN8VSHG2R27W1GXFWFGBD86XBO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=488W87Z9CW9Y7OEMDOZ3RVNG7Y&vocabId=Q3NR8O1XYSPE3486P1BPE1EBGM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=488W87Z9CW9Y7OEMDOZ3RVNG7Y&vocabId=8NLP6Y5YVR7JL4FPD1Z7W2L7HE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=488W87Z9CW9Y7OEMDOZ3RVNG7Y&vocabId=2SGJDWOBCYF3NV1CXCE3P3CE8Q&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=488W87Z9CW9Y7OEMDOZ3RVNG7Y&vocabId=MQ79LJPYKRKL3RDJ79JX78Z668&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=488W87Z9CW9Y7OEMDOZ3RVNG7Y&vocabId=VLZBHNXJJFHFNYTFCTROD5MC7O&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=488W87Z9CW9Y7OEMDOZ3RVNG7Y&vocabId=9TY9F2PRM9Z64FS25H5EBWW9KY&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

Leadership 
Unit 4 Week 2 

Essential Question: 
 

Why do people run for 

public office? 

Genre: Fantasy 
•Fantasy is a type of fiction. 
 •It includes invented people, places, 
things, and events that are not only 
made up, but impossible in the real 
world. 
 •Many fantasy stories include 
illustrations to help readers 
understand the made-up people, 
places, and things they describe. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Idioms 

•An idiom is a phrase or 

expression whose meaning 

cannot be understood by 

interpreting the words 

contained within it literally. 

 •Students can try to find 

the meaning of an idiom by 

using context clues, reading 

the surrounding sentences 

in the paragraph, and 

seeing how the idiom fits 

in. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   funnier 
 

2.   families 
 

3.   pennies 
 

4.   worried 
 

5.   replied 
 

6.   varied 
 

7.   marries 
 

8.   carries 
 

9.   easily 
 

10. silliest 
 

11.  jumpier 
 

12. emptier 
 

13. merrier 
 

14. applied 
 

15. cozily 
 

16. sorriest 
 

17.  prettily 
 

18. lazier 
 

19. happiest 
 

20. dizziest 
 

21. scaring 
 

22. tasting 
 

23. skipped 
 

24. handily 
 

25. factories 
 

Comprehension Skill: Point of View 
 

•When the story is told by one of the characters, it has a first-person 
narrator. This means that the reader can only know and see what 
this character knows and sees.  
•When the story is told by someone who is not part of the story, it is 
told by a third-person narrator. This means the reader might know 
and see what all the characters know and see. 

Grammar Skill: Subject & 
Object Pronouns 

 

Comprehension Strategy: Make Predictions 

•When readers make predictions, they say what events they think 
will happen later on in the story. 
 •A prediction is more than just a guess; a prediction is based on 
events that have already happened in the story. 
 •As readers progress, they should check to see if their predictions 
have proven correct, or if their predictions require revision. 
 

Vocabulary 

accompanies campaign 
    governor  intend 
    opponent overwhelming 
    tolerate  weary 

 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=SGC5B8OS7L73JWNQ6CMFOSMWLY&vocabId=WKQG3X656FTD37JON982GNYNE1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=SGC5B8OS7L73JWNQ6CMFOSMWLY&vocabId=SY1JDEGE21L14BYLKQJWHBP5CY&activeSection=definition
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Breakthroughs 
Unit 4 Week 3 

Essential Question: 
 

How do inventions & 

technology affect your life? 

Comprehension Strategy: Make Predictions 

•Good readers use clues from the story to make predictions.  
•Students may stop, confirm, and revise their predictions if 
necessary.  
•Often, students may find that making predictions will help them 
understand and remember why events happen in a certain way. 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

•Historical fiction has realistic 
characters, events, and settings.  
•Historical fiction is set in the past 
and is based on real events. The 
plot takes place in a definite period 
of time in history and in a real 
place. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Synonyms  

•Sometimes the author will 

use a synonym, another 

word or phrase that has the 

same or a similar meaning 

to the unfamiliar word, in a 

surrounding sentence or 

paragraph.  

•Students can also look for 

other nearby words and 

phrases that give examples 

or provide a further 

description of the word. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   mood 
 

2.   stoop 
 

3.   zoom 
 

4.   crew 
 

5.   stew 
 

6.   ruler 
 

7.   produce 
 

8.   issue 
 

9.   tutor 
 

10. truth 
 

11.  bruised 
 

12. juicy 
 

13. suits 
 

14. group 
 

15. you’ll 
 

16. huge 
 

17.  crook 
 

18. wool 
 

19. used 
 

20. should 
 

21. pennies 
 

22. prettily 
 

23. funnier 
 

24. barbeque 
 

25. crooked 

Comprehension Skill: Point of View 
 

•To determine the narrator of a story, students should look for 
pronouns. Pronouns such as he, she, or they indicate that the story 
is told by a third-person narrator.  
•A third-person narrator is not a character in the story. A third-
person narrator may reveal the thoughts and feelings of one, 
several, or all the characters in the story. 

Grammar Skill: Pronoun-Verb 
Agreement 

 

Vocabulary 

     decade               directing 
engineering gleaming 

     scouted               squirmed 
      technology      tinkering 

 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=QNJ7F9JHZGOJ6JW96EX31YFJHO&vocabId=YPYZBN6NNVSRY254VVVPSJ7TXM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=QNJ7F9JHZGOJ6JW96EX31YFJHO&vocabId=BVMBCZLTB2QK539OZ12TPYWYKY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=QNJ7F9JHZGOJ6JW96EX31YFJHO&vocabId=GHXPOM72MJLZM2YNRDM9DB444M&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=QNJ7F9JHZGOJ6JW96EX31YFJHO&vocabId=NPJOSNEVQSE6WQ79756NRMZWEY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=QNJ7F9JHZGOJ6JW96EX31YFJHO&vocabId=CKB1CKZQDD951BRE8S4RRKEO78&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=QNJ7F9JHZGOJ6JW96EX31YFJHO&vocabId=8G7LQPF9MF7MEF5N3VD56GFLJ8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=QNJ7F9JHZGOJ6JW96EX31YFJHO&vocabId=LF7L3182VPZQ3QNL3PBFWR28XM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=QNJ7F9JHZGOJ6JW96EX31YFJHO&vocabId=LEVZMLH9G9JCTOV5O65GP1EESY&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonders in the Sky 
Unit 4 Week 4 

Essential Question: 
 

How do you explain what 

you see in the sky? 

Comprehension Strategy: Ask & Answer Questions 

•Good readers ask questions about something they do not 
understand and then look for answers. 
 •When students encounter a difficult section of text, they can ask a 
question that would help them understand it. They may need to 
reread to find an answer to the question. 
 

Genre: Expository Text 
 

•Expository text is a type of nonfiction 
that explains facts and information 
about a topic. 
 •The information is usually presented 
in logical order. The author may use 
cause-and-effect relationships to 
present information. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 
Context Clues 

 
 
 

•Students can look for 
paragraph clues to help 
them figure out the 
meanings of unfamiliar 
words. 
 •Students should look for 
clues within the same 
paragraph that will help 
them understand the 
meaning of a word. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   noises 
 

2.   voices 
 

3.   rejoice 
 

4.   annoy 
 

5.   destroy 
 

6.   voyage 
 

7.   mound 
 

8.   south 
 

9.   pound 
 

10. hound 
 

11.  pouch 
 

12. thousand 
 

13. wound 
 

14. grouch 
 

15. cowboy 
 

16. gown 
 

17.  frown 
 

18. howling 
 

19. flower 
 

20. tower 
 

21. crook 
 

22. zoom 
 

23. group 
 

24. drought 
 

25. downtown 

Comprehension Skill: Cause & Effect 
 
 

•To find a cause-and-effect relationship, students should look for an 
event or action that causes something to happen. Then students can 
identify what happens as a result of that event or action.  
•Signal words and phrases such as cause, effect and as a result help 
identify cause-and-effect relationships 

Grammar Skill: Possessive 
Pronouns 

 

Vocabulary 

astronomer crescent 
phases rotates 
series sliver 

specific telescope 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=54VKZV45GZETVKPD4GQJTRF39Y&vocabId=GED7ZPGM8EWXYPXC4GQNQ9CS58&activeSection=definition
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http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=54VKZV45GZETVKPD4GQJTRF39Y&vocabId=5QG34CJCM9G6JEWY2SG8E1LPJE&activeSection=definition
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http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=54VKZV45GZETVKPD4GQJTRF39Y&vocabId=VV82MM2JDB5CRSZ1K4BDNWK25M&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=54VKZV45GZETVKPD4GQJTRF39Y&vocabId=RZ543NJ5V1OF45ESC7KHKGWRLM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=54VKZV45GZETVKPD4GQJTRF39Y&vocabId=9NL6XKOB3G3LTTLPTVP5G5PJG8&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievements 
Unit 4 Week 5 

Essential Question: 
 

How do writers look at 
success in different ways? 

Comprehension Strategy: Stanza & Repetition 

•Stanzas can be the same length and have a rhyme scheme. 
 •Stanzas can also vary in length and not rhyme. 
•Repetition is used for rhythmic effect and emphasis. 
 •Many poets use repetition to express their ideas in interesting 
ways. It can also add to the emotional impact of a poem. 

Genre: Narrative Poem 
•A narrative poem tells a story and 
has characters. The narrator is 
sometimes a character. 
 •A narrative poem is about fictional 
or real events. Narrative poems can 
read like a story. 
 •A narrative poem may be written in 
stanzas. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Connotation & 

Denotation 

•Connotation is the 
meaning suggested by a 
word in addition to its 
literal meaning. It is the 
feeling or idea associated 
with a word. Denotation is 
the dictionary’s definition 
of a word. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   caught 
 

2.   laws 
 

3.   drawn 
 

4.   strawberry 
 

5.   straw 
 

6.   awe 
 

7.   shawl 
 

8.   alter 
 

9.   halt 
 

10. talking 
 

11.  walker 
 

12. chalk 
 

13. stalk 
 

14. small 
 

15. caller 
 

16. squall 
 

17.  cough 
 

18. fought 
 

19. thought 
 

20. false 
 

21. south 
 

22. pouch 
 

23. annoy 
 

24. wallpaper 
 

25. awkward 
 
 
 

Comprehension Skill: Theme 

•To identify the theme, students must pay attention to the 
narrator’s or characters’ words and actions. 
 •Then they must think about what happens as a result of these 
actions. 
 •Students should ask themselves, “What message does the poet 
want to get across to the reader?” 

Grammar Skill: Pronouns & 
Homophones 

 

Vocabulary 

attain dangling 
 

hovering  triumph 
 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=L373PKBWEGY3BS89KP2Z6V7L5E&vocabId=X7LXCLDXE46L2LP36ZNRKQ6F7M&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=L373PKBWEGY3BS89KP2Z6V7L5E&vocabId=P3QZ943JH8NKVFQBJ4T82NF8MY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=L373PKBWEGY3BS89KP2Z6V7L5E&vocabId=LYVQS6NNCV3279HNMCRLNK29L4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=L373PKBWEGY3BS89KP2Z6V7L5E&vocabId=WNWCKM7KK5TTKYMNHLFFEYNK54&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making it Happen 
Unit 5 Week 1 

Essential Question: 
 

In what ways do people show 
they care about each other? 

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize 

•Good readers use details from a story to help them visualize. 

 •Students can try to picture a variety of story elements, including 

characters, events, or settings. 

Genre: Realistic Fiction 

•Realistic fiction is a made-up story. 
 •Realistic fiction has characters, 
settings, and events that could exist 
in real life. 
 •Realistic fiction may contain 
literary elements such as 
foreshadowing. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Figurative Language 

•A simile is the comparison 

of two unlike things using 

the words like or as. 

 •A metaphor is the 

comparison of two unlike 

things without the use of 

like or as. 

Spelling Words: 
1. blanket 
 

2. blossom 
 

3. dipper 
 

4. distant 
 

5. foggy 
 

6. fossil 
 

7. member 
 

8. nodded 
 

9. planner 
 

10. plastic 
 

11.  rumbles 
 

12. slender 
 

13. summer 
 

14. swallow 
 

15. tablet 
 

16. thriller 
 

17.  traffic 
 

18. welcome 
 

19. willow 
 

20. witness 
 

21. talking 
 

22. drawn 
 

23. shawl 
 

24. cupboard 
 

25. friendly 
 

Comprehension Skill: Character, Setting, Plot: 
 Problem & Solution 

•Students need to identify the story’s problem. The problem is what 
the main characters want to do, change, or find out. 
 •Students need to identify the steps that the characters take to 
solve their problem. Characters reveal their traits through the steps 
they take to solve their problem. 
 •The way in which the problem is finally solved is called the 
solution. 

Grammar Skill: Adjective 
 

Vocabulary 

bouquet  emotion 
encircle  express 
fussy  portraits 

    sparkles     whirl 
 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=Z94Y8MFKLNK6LKGJ7Y4VBSQ2K1&vocabId=8WYSDGSY18MCZMHKGLGRKZ8L3O&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=Z94Y8MFKLNK6LKGJ7Y4VBSQ2K1&vocabId=P7EB1D67OXEKTK8CLE4QLJVJS4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=Z94Y8MFKLNK6LKGJ7Y4VBSQ2K1&vocabId=2SHPSS8F26WFN4M2R72Q95H854&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=Z94Y8MFKLNK6LKGJ7Y4VBSQ2K1&vocabId=F13OG9TH62HDYPY7TDKD8YLWB4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=Z94Y8MFKLNK6LKGJ7Y4VBSQ2K1&vocabId=CE26RQRMCS4JLBE7GFOWONXCGO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=Z94Y8MFKLNK6LKGJ7Y4VBSQ2K1&vocabId=6VFZ7H113N8XY8H1QTCJTWG7NY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=Z94Y8MFKLNK6LKGJ7Y4VBSQ2K1&vocabId=T62TDDTBOD7OR5X7XDYVW1VBCO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=Z94Y8MFKLNK6LKGJ7Y4VBSQ2K1&vocabId=COP6C5DN3BPP68TN8GQRJ4SPK1&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

On the Move 
Unit 5 Week 2 

Essential Question: 
 

What are some reasons 

people move west? 

Comprehension Strategy: Visualize 

•When readers visualize a scene, they form a picture of it in their 

heads. 

 •Before trying to visualize, students should reread the passage 

while looking out for descriptive language. 

Genre: Tall Tale 

•A tall tale is a type of folktale, 
which means that it is passed down 
orally through generations of a 
culture. 
 •A tall tale includes larger-than-life 
characters whose unusual talents 
or qualities allow them to do 
impossible things. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Homographs 

•Homographs are words 

that are spelled the same 

but have different 

meanings and different 

origins. 

 •In order to understand a 

homograph’s meaning, it is 

important to pay attention 

to its context and the role it 

plays in the sentence. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   famous 
 

2.   radar 
 

3.   razor 
 

4.   vacancy 
 

5.   beside 
 

6.   beyond 
 

7.   defend 
 

8.   delay 
 

9.   demand 
 

10. prevent 
 

11.  secret 
 

12. veto 
 

13. bison 
 

14. diver 
 

15. cider 
 

16. silence 
 

17.  clover 
 

18. spoken 
 

19. stolen 
 

20. tulip 
 

21. swallow 
 

22. plastic 
 

23. rumbles 
 

24. request 
 

25. sequence 
 

Comprehension Skill: Cause & Effect 
 

•cause is an event or action that makes something happen. 
 •An effect is what happens as a result of the event or action. 
 •Students should be aware that story elements like the setting and 
characters’ thoughts play an important role when determining an 
event’s causes and effects. 

Grammar Skill: Articles 
 

Vocabulary 

plunging  prospector 
scoffed  settlement 
shrivel  territories 
topple  withered 
 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HNLCCLVPJ9JOB2R2HE3CLGZ32M&vocabId=MZLGNBP6WO7W4M2G5CFE8Q9XTO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HNLCCLVPJ9JOB2R2HE3CLGZ32M&vocabId=VSB8NMWCTH7C25TR99YK8JSW11&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HNLCCLVPJ9JOB2R2HE3CLGZ32M&vocabId=BZP4WSQPVYNVQ7SRXOHVKXBKBO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HNLCCLVPJ9JOB2R2HE3CLGZ32M&vocabId=GZ2RKT5K3FMKHNBMNJ6CBB47SE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HNLCCLVPJ9JOB2R2HE3CLGZ32M&vocabId=WDZ5H65V6Z7XRJDCYYXSP6P5DO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HNLCCLVPJ9JOB2R2HE3CLGZ32M&vocabId=GYFKEW2BVL9ZV4GOWH4ZE5RKE4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HNLCCLVPJ9JOB2R2HE3CLGZ32M&vocabId=X9XYXN7W8E5SDVKWZ9CP3GX118&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=HNLCCLVPJ9JOB2R2HE3CLGZ32M&vocabId=PQZ31FPN8L1D3OFGJH1S89ELVO&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inventions 
Unit 5 Week 3 

Essential Question: 
 

How can inventions 

solve problems? 

Comprehension Strategy: Summarize 

•Good readers identify the key details of each section of text.  
•Students may reread parts of text to find more important details to 
include in their summaries.  
•Students should remember that a summary should be shorter than 
the part of text they are summarizing, because a summary should 
contain only the most important facts and details. 

Genre: Biography 

•The story of a person’s life written 
by another person. The subject is 
often a person who has contributed 
something special to society.  
•Usually presents the events of a 
person’s life in chronological order, 
or in the order they occurred.  
•Often includes text features. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Greek Roots 

•Many English words 

originate from words in the 

ancient Greek language. 

Learning common Greek 

roots can help students 

define many other words.  

•Four common Greek roots 

are: cycl (“circular”), deca 

(“ten”), photo (“light”) and 

graph (“draw or write”). 

These roots may appear at 

the beginning, middle, or 

end of a word. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   brain 
 

2.   staircase 
 

3.   domain 
 

4.   praise 
 

5.   trainer 
 

6.   oatmeal 
 

7.   beneath 
 

8.   repeat 
 

9.   reveal 
 

10. increase 
 

11.  sneak 
 

12. boast 
 

13. afloat 
 

14. croak 
 

15. compound 
 

16. discount 
 

17.  speed 
 

18. sleeve 
 

19. sheep 
 

20. baboon 
 

21. secret 
 

22. diver 
 

23. spoken 
 

24. employee 
 

25. reindeer 

Comprehension Skill: Problem & Solution 

•Identifying the problems and the steps or actions taken to solve 
them can help students understand the main ideas of the text.  
•To find problems and their solutions in a text, students can look for 
signal words such as consequently and as a result. 

Grammar Skill: Adjectives that 
Compare 

 

Vocabulary 
dizzy   experiment 
genuine  hilarious 
mischief  nowadays 
politician  procedure 

 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=M7NBLW2LNN53TS3Z2D4EYJ4HCQ&vocabId=27BSZM8K4SF8T3RLE3NLH5JQOO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=M7NBLW2LNN53TS3Z2D4EYJ4HCQ&vocabId=FZXEXTG44VX3S8QLJN7B8WCRM8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=M7NBLW2LNN53TS3Z2D4EYJ4HCQ&vocabId=FRS5EQG69HWEEJSFN7BHZH2E4M&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=M7NBLW2LNN53TS3Z2D4EYJ4HCQ&vocabId=7FWLSFVGZBV7CS7P95SVY3H5O8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=M7NBLW2LNN53TS3Z2D4EYJ4HCQ&vocabId=1JNFT2SZTM7493S1YDQSCFPOSQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=M7NBLW2LNN53TS3Z2D4EYJ4HCQ&vocabId=OYHO1P46NEFZN55MVXXPNNDYBQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=M7NBLW2LNN53TS3Z2D4EYJ4HCQ&vocabId=LMS3V13Q6VXLF1HRZLCM7FPKFQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=M7NBLW2LNN53TS3Z2D4EYJ4HCQ&vocabId=TPD6N6Q5R9MX43KB31M514ES71&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoom In 
Unit 5 Week 4 

Essential Question: 
 

What can you discover when you 
look closely at something? 

Comprehension Strategy: Summarize 

•After reading a passage, students should ask, which details are 
important, and which are unimportant. Students need to sort the 
information in the passage to pull out the most important details. 
 •Once students have identified the most important details, they 
should retell those details in a logical order using their own words. 
Students should leave out any unimportant details when they 
summarize. 
 

Genre: Expository Text 

•Gives facts and information about 
a topic. Topics include a real 
person, an actual event, a real 
place, or a real thing. 
•May include text features such as 
headings, photographs and 
captions, diagrams, maps, etc. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Context Clues 

•Sometimes the author will 
use an antonym, another 
word or phrase that means 
the opposite of the 
unfamiliar word. 
 •Students can also look for 
other nearby words and 
phrases that give examples 
or provide a further 
description of the word. 
Students can use these 
clues to try to determine 
the word’s meaning. 

 

Spelling Words: 
1.   grocer 
 

2.   pepper 
 

3.   barber 
 

4.   grader 
 

5.   polar 
 

6.   tanker 
 

7.   singer 
 

8.   enter 
 

9.   odor 
 

10. collar 
 

11.  zipper 
 

12. powder 
 

13. danger 
 

14. cheddar 
 

15. popular 
 

16. harbor 
 

17.  anchor 
 

18. elevator 
 

19. daughter 
 

20. victor 
 

21. increase 
 

22. oatmeal 
 

23. sleeve 
 

24. conductor 
 

25. waiter 
 

Comprehension Skill: Sequence 

•As students read, they should ask themselves, When is this event 
taking place? This will help them identify in which order information 
is presented. 
•Look for words and phrases that signal order, such as first, next, 
last, and finally, as well as dates and other time phrases. 

Grammar Skill: Comparing 
with More & Most 

 

Vocabulary 

cling  dissolves 
gritty  humid 
magnify microscope 
mingle typical 
 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=N66Z6R3VJ8DK45MJV5QQNNNK6M&vocabId=V7OO5V49EZJRPGWDRW49LPPRW4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=N66Z6R3VJ8DK45MJV5QQNNNK6M&vocabId=GP17N2WR5FJLGVQCPMKFDJH6XQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=N66Z6R3VJ8DK45MJV5QQNNNK6M&vocabId=SE47LGMHXTHXLTZTRJ1J6Y5FZ4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=N66Z6R3VJ8DK45MJV5QQNNNK6M&vocabId=G4Y13KTWNWK3YRXCDZY5T4LNZ4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=N66Z6R3VJ8DK45MJV5QQNNNK6M&vocabId=T12J2891WQGSQOK717YJN243YY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=N66Z6R3VJ8DK45MJV5QQNNNK6M&vocabId=VFZ955LT1B8OCZNL4OYGSY6V1O&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=N66Z6R3VJ8DK45MJV5QQNNNK6M&vocabId=GQDNQMF6ETONXQB3JRFEYJEFY1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=N66Z6R3VJ8DK45MJV5QQNNNK6M&vocabId=YYE7QGY2S5PE9LVMTFNYHKBYX8&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digging up the Past 
Unit 5 Week 5 

Essential Question: 
 

How can learning about the 
past help you understand the 

present? 

Comprehension Strategy: Summarize 

•Students should first consider which details in a passage are the 

most important. 

 •Once students have identified the most important details, they 

should retell those details in a logical order using their own words. 

 •A summary should not include opinions. 

Genre: Informational Article 

•Gives facts and information about 
a topic. Topics include an actual 
event, person, place, or thing. 
 •Usually includes text features that 
help students to understand the 
topic, such as sidebars, maps, 
photos, headings, and captions. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Figurative Language 

•Proverbs and adages are 
common sayings that get 
passed on over time.  
 •Every culture has its own 
popular proverbs and 
adages. 
 •Students should use 
context clues to find the 
meaning of an unfamiliar 
proverb or adage. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   pebble 
 

2.   humble 
 

3.   double 
 

4.   gamble 
 

5.   trouble 
 

6.   uncle 
 

7.   needle 
 

8.   fiddle 
 

9.   cuddle 
 

10. cradle 
 

11.  jungle 
 

12. single 
 

13. marble 
 

14. ramble 
 

15. tackle 
 

16. ankle 
 

17.  freckle 
 

18. buckle 
 

19. hustle 
 

20. tangle 
 

21. barber 
 

22. anchor 
 

23. cheddar 
 

24. staple 
 

25. stifle 
 

Comprehension Skill: Sequence 

•As students read, they should ask themselves, “When is this event 
taking place?” This will help them identify in which order 
information is presented. 
 •Students should look for words and phrases that signal time, such 
as first, next, last, and finally, as well as dates and other time 
phrases. 

Grammar Skill: Comparing 
with Good & Bad 

 

Vocabulary 

archaeology document 
era   evidence 
expedition  permanent 
tremendous uncover 
 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=GPW145FSD3BPQT29TCDCJ6QGM8&vocabId=9W6QZYT5VCYNXGKHNQ5P5NNC61&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=GPW145FSD3BPQT29TCDCJ6QGM8&vocabId=49VWP86QMJ4O7NJQYCZTM6R3WO&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=GPW145FSD3BPQT29TCDCJ6QGM8&vocabId=L99LNTM8JVR4CE3ZK4DD9T99XY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=GPW145FSD3BPQT29TCDCJ6QGM8&vocabId=SQQXFXMH6468ZC2XXL6ON2PBFE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=GPW145FSD3BPQT29TCDCJ6QGM8&vocabId=2LOTVX348WL2TM2LPDL1HZJSE1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=GPW145FSD3BPQT29TCDCJ6QGM8&vocabId=GKWZ164DNSODO7PYJWOG8P6FF8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=GPW145FSD3BPQT29TCDCJ6QGM8&vocabId=3BSNLXPTY2Q9B8VGY11DQMR7M8&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=GPW145FSD3BPQT29TCDCJ6QGM8&vocabId=E7ESWZ3L4B5YQ7EDJ5736WNVBY&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old and New 
Unit 6 Week 1 

Essential Question: 
 

How do traditions connect 

people? 

Comprehension Strategy: Reread 
 
 

•Good readers reread sentences or paragraphs that they do not 
understand. They stop and think about what they already know and 
make connections as they reread the text 
•When they encounter new or challenging information, students 
can reread that section. They may need to reread more than once to 
make sure they understand.  

Genre: Historical Fiction 
 
 

•Has realistic characters, events, 
and settings. 
• Is set in the past and is based on 
real events that happened during a 
specific period in history. 
•Can have fictional characters and 

characters that are based on real 

people. 

 •Historical fiction includes literary 

elements, such as dialogue. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Connotation & 

Denotation 

•A word’s denotation is the 

literal definition of a word 

that you would find in a 

dictionary. 

 •A word’s connotation is 

the feeling of a word or the 

effect that it has on the 

reader. 

Spelling Words: 
1. shaken 
 

2. sunken 
 

3. eleven 
 

4. woven 
 

5. widen 
 

6. ridden 
 

7. proven 
 

8. often 
 

9. robin 
 

10. cousin 
 

11.  raisin 
 

12. muffin 
 

13. penguin 
 

14. button 
 

15. reason 
 

16. cotton 
 

17.  wagon 
 

18. dragon 
 

19. common 
 

20. skeleton 
 

21. uncle 
 

22. double 
 

23. paddle 
 

24. toughen 
 

25. vitamin 
 
 

Comprehension Skill: Theme 
 
 

•To identify the theme, students should pay close attention to what 
characters say and feel and how they resolve any problems. 
 •Encourage students to keep track of important ideas, messages, or 
lessons and explain how they are conveyed through details in the 
text. 
 •Students will make inferences, using details in the text. 

Grammar Skill: Adverbs 
 

Vocabulary 

ancestors  despised 
endurance  forfeit  
honor   intensity 
irritating  retreated 
 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=MHHY9O32GB4HC6REL6478EPYC4&vocabId=NHPLHBPKSQNFLZT11J8NKCM471&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=MHHY9O32GB4HC6REL6478EPYC4&vocabId=JCRHFJXGE6MV19C61PYL2Z36MM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=MHHY9O32GB4HC6REL6478EPYC4&vocabId=TFSQ92ZHFQJBN2X8CNGDF8OOVM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=MHHY9O32GB4HC6REL6478EPYC4&vocabId=LZ4X4RYHWSVY6XXFZGJV9GYQQ1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=MHHY9O32GB4HC6REL6478EPYC4&vocabId=8DET9KQLF65SGPW1C1B4S9T1T4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=MHHY9O32GB4HC6REL6478EPYC4&vocabId=MWKPRXPECSM18XD3GNTO1JD7P1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=MHHY9O32GB4HC6REL6478EPYC4&vocabId=69VV9Z6HXMFBW6CZ61L2FV8BH1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=MHHY9O32GB4HC6REL6478EPYC4&vocabId=CGZBXDK4OL7QMX17YE9OCL9KVO&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Past 
Unit 6 Week 2 

Essential Question: 
 

Why is it important to keep 

a record of the past? 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

•Has realistic characters, events, 
and settings.  
•Is set in the past and is based on 
real events.  
•Has fictional characters that are 
interwoven with characters based 
on real people in history.  

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Homophones 

•Homophone pairs, such as 

there and their, are easily 

confused.  

•Students can use prior 

knowledge of familiar 

homophones along with 

context clues to help them 

understand the meaning of 

a homophone in a text. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   root 
 

2.   route 
 

3.   tail 
 

4.   tale 
 

5.   wade 
 

6.   weighed 
 

7.   prince 
 

8.   prints 
 

9.   doe 
 

10. dough 
 

11.  moose 
 

12. mousse 
 

13. we’ve 
 

14. weave 
 

15. who’s 
 

16. whose 
 

17.  bolder 
 

18. boulder 
 

19. patience 
 

20. patients 
 

21. cotton 
 

22. muffin 
 

23. eleven 
 

24. straight 
 

25. strait 
 

Comprehension Skill: Theme 
 

•The theme is often implied rather than stated directly.  
•To identify the theme, students must pay attention to the 
characters’ words and actions and what happens to them.  
•Students should ask themselves, “What message does the author 
want to get across to the reader?” 

Grammar Skill: Comparing 
Adverbs 

 

Comprehension Strategy: Reread 

•Good readers reread paragraphs and sections that they do not 
understand. They stop and think about the information. If they are 
still unsure about what they are reading, they reread again.  
•When students encounter unfamiliar facts and information, they 
can reread that section to improve their understanding. 

Vocabulary 

depicts  detested 
discarded  eldest 
ignored  obedience 
refuge  treacherous 
 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KS2SLQE3SCQTTE8N6OV9FD3YXE&vocabId=MVROPRVCODXKQWGGG4M7CS2XC4&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KS2SLQE3SCQTTE8N6OV9FD3YXE&vocabId=D2VXKXPGZYK6OC2YRKZYNM9REM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KS2SLQE3SCQTTE8N6OV9FD3YXE&vocabId=O6NWMYXXYEVBY466YRNBLXVBV1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KS2SLQE3SCQTTE8N6OV9FD3YXE&vocabId=DFSLE6ZWS22POBSNZSRF3JWPCM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KS2SLQE3SCQTTE8N6OV9FD3YXE&vocabId=LSHQ365NJZ756ZM4QY6BG5DRJY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KS2SLQE3SCQTTE8N6OV9FD3YXE&vocabId=9R3ZEGNV25L4LKBYRV1C1REM4E&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KS2SLQE3SCQTTE8N6OV9FD3YXE&vocabId=6FW3X6KB3GKFZVTL5281YSM8EM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=KS2SLQE3SCQTTE8N6OV9FD3YXE&vocabId=JNMTGT9DMGJRP2DV8RJR4Y9ZRE&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 
Unit 6 Week 3 

Essential Question: 
 

How have our energy 
resources changed over the 

years? 

Comprehension Strategy: Ask and Answer Questions 

•Good readers ask questions about something they do not 
understand and then look for answers. 
 •When students encounter a difficult section of text, they can ask a 
question that would help them understand it. They may need to 
reread to find an answer to the question. 
 •Asking and answering questions will improve their comprehension 
of informational texts. 

Genre: Informational Text: 

Narrative Nonfiction 

•Tells a story that includes facts 
and examples about a topic. The 
characters in the story share or 
learn facts. 
•May include text features such as 
headings, photos and captions. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Latin & Greek Prefixes 

•As students read, they 

should look for Latin and 

Greek prefixes in unfamiliar 

words. The prefixes provide 

clues to the meanings of 

the words. •Other context 

clues tell more about the 

unfamiliar word by saying 

what it does or how it is 

being used. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   discourage 
 

2.   disappoint 
 

3.   disbelief 
 

4.   distrust 
 

5.   disloyal 
 

6.   misplace 
 

7.   mislabel 
 

8.   mislead 
 

9.   misstep 
 

10. misnumber 
 

11.  nonfat 
 

12. nonfiction 
 

13. nonsense 
 

14. nonstop 
 

15. unable 
 

16. unplug 
 

17.  uncertain 
 

18. uncomfortable 
 

19. uncover 
 

20. unclean 
 

21. prince 
 

22. weighed 
 

23. bolder 
 

24. mishap 
 

25. unravel 

Comprehension Skill: Main Idea & Key Details 

•To find the main idea, students must first review the key details, or 
the information the author presents, and decide which details are 
the most important. 
 •Then they decide what these details have in common, or how they 
are connected. This will help them determine the main idea. 

Grammar Skill: Negatives 
 

Vocabulary 

coincidence consequences 
consume  converted 
efficient  incredible 
installed  renewable 
 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=3SNLE3JOY1CCBVG6TV8NVKS1S1&vocabId=DNEKL99QV1TTNSWG8CZCZKFDGM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=3SNLE3JOY1CCBVG6TV8NVKS1S1&vocabId=8V446ZTZWR9PTP3G3ORQWRS1XY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=3SNLE3JOY1CCBVG6TV8NVKS1S1&vocabId=ODQY16F9D33GP892MX2NP2G43Q&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=3SNLE3JOY1CCBVG6TV8NVKS1S1&vocabId=CH56QHJOT6H6Q6JB5KPLYWV9YM&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=3SNLE3JOY1CCBVG6TV8NVKS1S1&vocabId=MX3GJM9XYOKNF7H9933J2SK7X1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=3SNLE3JOY1CCBVG6TV8NVKS1S1&vocabId=J81XCJX9DVTFFH8LCS358KXQWE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=3SNLE3JOY1CCBVG6TV8NVKS1S1&vocabId=QGNQNN4WVXOK3K7M558CQ5D5JQ&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=3SNLE3JOY1CCBVG6TV8NVKS1S1&vocabId=LH2XE1BHH5G6PGDVKC4SKZNBN4&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Money Matters 
Unit 6 Week 4 

Essential Question: 
 

What has been the role of 

money over time? 

Comprehension Strategy: Ask and Answer Questions 

•Students should ask questions about information they do not 
understand and then look for answers in the text. Any prior 
knowledge they may have about the topic will also help. Students 
can ask questions to help them understand difficult sections of text. 
They may need to reread to find the answers to their questions.  

Genre: Expository Text 
 

•Expository text gives facts and 
information about a topic. The author 
has been careful to verify the facts.  
•May include text features such as 
headings, glossaries, images and 
captions, diagrams, maps, and time 
lines, though an expository text does 
not always contain these features. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Proverbs & Adages 

•In expository text, 
proverbs and adages are 
sometimes used to help 
illustrate a point about the 
topic.  
•Proverbs and adages 
usually explain a general 
truth or observation.  
•Students should use 
paragraph clues to find the 
meaning of an unfamiliar 
proverb or adage. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   wireless 
 

2.   sunny 
 

3.   furry 
 

4.   really 
 

5.   hairy 
 

6.   barely 
 

7.   tasteless 
 

8.   handful 
 

9.   lifeless 
 

10. fitness 
 

11.  hopefully 
 

12. happiness 
 

13. fullness 
 

14. sorrowful 
 

15. gently 
 

16. sickness 
 

17.  joyfully 
 

18. aimless 
 

19. breathless 
 

20. certainly 
 

21. disappoint 
 

22. nonfat 
 

23. misnumber 
 

24. superbly 
 

25. successfully 

Comprehension Skill: Main Idea & Key Details 

•Students should first review the key details, or the information the 
author presents, and decide which details are the most important.  
•Students may find that rereading will help them identify important 
details in informational texts.  
•Then students should think about what the details have in common 
in order to determine the main idea. 

Grammar Skill: Prepositions 
 

Vocabulary 

currency  economics 
entrepreneur global 
invest  marketplace 
merchandise transaction 
 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=5YNMFER111M14CRBFQV9N6L38O&vocabId=OTE977GK1D3N7PHMMVO2NQ73YE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=5YNMFER111M14CRBFQV9N6L38O&vocabId=GWY3YJYVBBR6YB75F22KHL33LE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=5YNMFER111M14CRBFQV9N6L38O&vocabId=1BPDLPWLBCTQE5JR9M8ZRKKO2M&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=5YNMFER111M14CRBFQV9N6L38O&vocabId=QRXVMY982JC926CWZNH6181K64&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=5YNMFER111M14CRBFQV9N6L38O&vocabId=CCHBJ43O7H98F3VKZG5C3DC5M1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=5YNMFER111M14CRBFQV9N6L38O&vocabId=7W4GGMLPMRO2V17ZBKWVRCTRLY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=5YNMFER111M14CRBFQV9N6L38O&vocabId=L4GEKTPSXLY9K7LSSVV6DMP7JE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=5YNMFER111M14CRBFQV9N6L38O&vocabId=2S53DNF2JQXN49EBC372PW99HE&activeSection=definition


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding My Place 
Unit 6 Week 5 

Essential Question: 
 

What shapes a 
person’s identity? 

Genre: Free Verse Poetry 
 
•Free verse poetry does not have a 
rhyme scheme.  
•Free verse poetry does not have a 
metrical pattern.  
•Free verse poetry may have 
irregular lines. 

Vocabulary Strategy: 

Figurative Language 

•A simile is a comparison of 
two unlike things using the 
words like or as. The room 
was as hot as an oven is an 
example of a simile. 
  
•A metaphor is the 
comparison of two unlike 
things without the use of 
like or as. The grass was a 
green carpet is an example 
of a metaphor. 

Spelling Words: 
1.   unchanged 
 

2.   unnamed 
 

3.   restate 
 

4.   reverse 
 

5.   infrequent 
 

6.   invisible 
 

7.   prepaid 
 

8.   displease 
 

9.   action 
 

10. establishment 
 

11.  oversized 
 

12. prejudge 
 

13. interstate 
 

14. intersect 
 

15. deflate 
 

16. semiweekly 
 

17.  happily 
 

18. kindness 
 

19. finally 
 

20. fearful 
 

21. really 
 

22. handful 
 

23. happiness 
 

24. transplant 
 

25. superhuman 

 

Comprehension Skill: Theme 

•To identify the theme, students must pay attention to the 
narrator’s or characters’ words and actions.  
 
•Then they must think about what happens as a result of these 
actions.  
 
•Students should ask themselves, “What message does the poet 
want to get across to the reader?” 

Grammar Skill: Sentences 
using Prepositions 

 

Vocabulary 
 

gobble  individuality 
mist   roots 
 

http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=4DZENEQMVE5BQ2HC6YGSFXODQ1&vocabId=RZKHKWVX63TYDH2G8TLV4MDWM1&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=4DZENEQMVE5BQ2HC6YGSFXODQ1&vocabId=O95FCPZPBYPYKK4G95WTYKG4ZE&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=4DZENEQMVE5BQ2HC6YGSFXODQ1&vocabId=P33XZCKDV8FHMNJE3P54OVK5HY&activeSection=definition
http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/visualVocab.vocab.view.do?vocabListId=4DZENEQMVE5BQ2HC6YGSFXODQ1&vocabId=CB2PEFM2V5RJC19COCPN5BK95O&activeSection=definition

