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Title Many of the world’s rainforests are being destroyed. Discuss the causes of this
destruction; focusing on logging, mining and agriculture, and discuss the effects on the

environment and humans.

Introduction

* General topic of
research

* Background and/or
history of the topic

*Define key term/s

* Why topic
interesting and/or
important

* Aim of the essay

* Sequence of the
main points

Tropéc_al R.F. - face major env. Proble'ms
e Located in (1) S. Amercea, (2) dentral Africa, (3) S.€. Asca.
- Apprx. 70% of alk species on €orth (eolhins, 199

. Deforestation rotes: 78 milhlion acres/yesr
~n (Internet éeograplul, 2007)

Deforestation: cutting down trees 77 messive scale 29 ,Zarge
scale >> ,Zong term effects

Wl Aiscuss the (ssue of deforestation

() couses - eq. 10336'\3 ! Mining / agr(cu[-ture (2) effects -
environment (3) effeets — hamon

Body Paragraph 1:

Aouses of Tropa-.al Rainforest - Deforestetion

* Main idea (a
sentence setting out

the paragraph’s focus)

* Supporting details,
explanations &
examples

@ ommereial 1033(,\3 + Mning & agrécul-ture

l. Commercial 10360\3 - ITTO - commercial ,Zo%::ng - Zamje.s-t
.sCrugle couse forest destruction (Lange, 2ot

- s milhion heetares cut/yeor. (Save the Rainforest, 200s)
- Wood used for construction + furniture.

2. Mining - exposest soclk - rains wash awey rich sock — forest
con’t grow bock (Znternet Geogrophy, 2007)

3. Large scale agr(aul—t«re - FPorest cleored for agrécul-ture
€4. cattle grozing - beef exported
- rich notions -high pra-fc'-t (Lamje, 20l))
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Body Paragraph 2: = Environmentoel EFFECTS

* Main idea (a
sentence setting out

the patagraph’s focus) | {+ LOSS of biotiversity: Forests = high biodiversity - $0-70% of

all specces (Internet Geography, 2007)

. 4 A
Supporting deails, | o oo s¢. couse extinetions — YO species dying/day (colhins,
explanations &

examples a9l)

2. 0 Limate chonge: RF - when destroyed oir ebove forests -
hotter + drier 7 7 climote change other oreas (Collins, 199D

3. ereenhouse effeect - RF cleared bl’ burm'ng trees 7 7
-- big amounts of 002 released Linereases glabal warmingl

—— Amoazon fires - s00 milhion tons of aO2 per yeor
(eolhins, 129

Body Paragraph 3: Humon EFFECTS Leonseguences]

* Main idea (a effects of rainforest destruction - human reloted

sentence setting out

the paragraph’s focus) I. Loss of medieines

RF= (mportant source of med. /Pharmaceu-tc'aal.s - 25% meds
* Supporting details, from RF

explanations &
examples <% RF. veqetotion studied to dote (eolhins, 1990
2. Loss of native People’s homelond

77 Approx. so mihhion peaple worliwide = roainforest
residents + depend on RF for survivel (Colhins, 1990

27 Peaple relocotet due ¢o ,Zazjg::mj, mMining, & larfje scale
commereial far’méng

Source references, formatted to APA citations

(Cohhins, 199D
(Znternet éeogr‘aphy . 2007)
( Lange, 20ID)

(Save the Rainforest, 200s)
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Conclusion

* Restate the essay’s
aim

Summarise the main
points covered

Select 2 or more of
the following:

¢ Personal
opinion/suggestion

* Call for further
research

* Predict future
developments

LIn conclusion,1 AiScussed -tropécal rainforest destruction

77 Couses: = large scale + industrial - ,Za%c'mj, Mining,
agrécul-ture

77 effects: Env. - €q-» Loss of ACoatCVersc-tY + elimoate change

277 effects: Humon - eq-s Loss of medicine + homelands

More research - specch'c effects on clhimote chonge +
greenhouse effect

Deforest. Continues... unigue ecosu/_s-te'm may be Lost forever
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EXAMPLE €SSAY

One ecosystem thet (s focing major environmentol problems (s
the tropicol rainforest. Tropicol roinforests are found in South
Ameriea, Centrol Africa and South €ast Asia. These are areas of
constont high temperotures and rainfall, and are home to the
majority of plont ont onimel species found on €orth. Roeinforests are
very (mportont. However, they ore slow,&/ being destroyes b\/
Aeforestotion ot a rate of 78 milhion asecres a year (Znternet Geoqrophy,
2007). It (s the mossive scole of this process thot concerns
environmentolists ond scientists. They choim thot clesring Lorge orens
of rainforest could Leod +o Aisestrous long—-ter’m effeects. Therefore,
the purpose of this essey (s to Aiseuss the couses of deforestotion

and (ts effects on humons and the environment.

The main couses of deforestation are commercial loggc’ng, MIning
ant Lorge-scolke agriculture. The Internostionek Tropical Timber
Orqenczetion cloims thot commerciok Loqqing (s the Aorgest singhe
couse of forest Aestruction (Lange, 201l and research shows thot five
milhion hectares ore des-troyed every yeor <o provcde wood for the
construction Cndus-tm/ (Save the Rainforest, 200sS). In addition to
this, MIning in the rainforests ahso Leads to Aeforestotion. Lond for
Mmining (s eleared of ohL veqetotion, cousing sock erosion (Internet
Geogrophy, 2007). Agriculturel Lond use (s onother major couse of
Aeforestotion. For exa‘mple, enormous areas of forest oare cleared for
cattle grazing. This qrozing (s usa.al,&/ ‘to meet demand for beef in

other ports of the world (Lange, 2ot).
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As o resulkt of Aeforestation, there are several effects on the
environment. The first of these (s the Loss of biodiversity. Although
rainforests eccount for only o smell proportion of the Lond surfoce
of the plonet they provide the hobitot for sO to 70% of el species
on earth (Internet Geography, 2007). However, eolhins (199l) states
<thot¢ every otay Yo 5pec.£es become extinet and os a resuklt, bCootc:VersC-tn/
(s being reduced. Deforestotion also Lesds to climote chonge. As
forests ore otes-troyeol, the alr above them becomes hotter and drier.
Colhins (19 elaims this affects the cireulotion of water and
therefore may affect chimate in other reqions. Furthermore, the
omount of AO2 absorbed after deforestotion (s reduced, which
(nereases the greenhouse effect and mokes globok worming worse.
According to aolhins (1aal), ennual burning of the Amazon reinforest
produces s00 milhion tons of 002, which (s released into the

a-t‘mosphere .

As well as these effeets on the environment, deforestotion con
affeet humons. Fc'r.sfly, there (s the pass«:ble Loss of valuobhe
medicines. Cokhins (1991) stotes thot 25% of modern pharmeceuticeds
originate from tropicak roinforests. Further destruction of this
velusble resource coulkd meon the extinction of plont species thot
coulkd contain cures for Aiseases such os concer and AIDS (Save the
Racnforest, 200s). Deforestation also Leads to the Loss of Lond for
(ndigenous people. It (s estimoted that SO milklion people
worldwide Kive in ond depend ACrec-tZy upon reinforests (Internet
Geogrophy, 2007). Many of these people foce the Loss of thecr
homelont os o conseguence of the activities associated with

deforestation.
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In conclusion, this essoy hos discussed the Aeforestation of
-tropécal rainforests. I+t hos focused on how commercial lozjgc'mj,
mining ond Aorge scole ogriculture hos Aed to deforestotion. The
effects of this are harmful to animel and Plan-t species, as well as
the indiqenous people who Live there. It (s cleor thot the cutting
down of trees on such an enormous scole wikk hove negqotive effects
for a very Long time. More research should be corried out on the
specific effects of this forest clesronce on elimote chonge ond the
greenhouse effect. Otherwise, in the future, o unigue ecosystem moy

be Lost forever.

Words = s9s

YecHaa
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