Rhythm and Meter in Poetry
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FEELING THE BEAT
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A gentleman dining at Crewe

Found quite a large mouse in his stew.
Said the waiter, “Don’t shout,
And wave it about,

Or the rest will be wanting one too!”

Anonymous




Rhythm is a musical quality in language
produced by repetition.
Poets can create rhythm by
repeating patterns of stressed and unstressed syllables
repeating words, phrases, lines, or sentences
using rhymes or repetitions of sounds

using pauses
varying line lengths



Meter is a generally regular pattern of stressed
and unstressed syllables in poetry.
To indicate the metrical pattern of a poem, mark

*stressed syllables with the symbol (/)
‘unstressed syllables with the symbol (v)















Not all poetry follows a methodical rhythm. Free
verse is poetry that does not have a regular meter
or rhyme scheme.

Poems written in free verse may
sound like ordinary speech
have a loose kind of rhythm



What Have You Learned?

Match the terms with their definitions.

treeverse Meter Rhythm

Rhythm — musical quality in language produced by
repetition

Free verse — poetry that does not have a regular meter

or rnyme scheme

Meter — generally regular pattern of stressed and
unstressed syllables




The End




