“Where Pm From”
Name Deriod Date

"I you don't know where you're from, youll have a hard time gaying where you're going." Wendell Berry, among
others, hag voiced thig idea that we need to understand our roote to know our place in the world. A poem by
George Ella Lyon ig called "Where 'm From." The poem lends iteelf to imitation and makes a wonderful exercige
of exploration in belonging.

The prompts have a way of drawing out memorieg of the smells of attice and bottom-drawer keepsakes; the
faces of long-departed kin, the sound of their voices you still hold some deep place in memory. You'l be
aurpriged that, when you're done, you will have said thinge about the gources of your unique you-nese that you'd
never congidered before. What's more, you will have created something of yourgelf to share--with your parents,
relativeg, giblingg, friende--that will be very unique, very personal and a very special gift. (adapted from: http://
www.ewvanet/ fredlet/wifhtm)

Goal: [ will demongtrate how my background makes me who [ am today. To be able to do thig, [ will reflect upon
my family’s higtory, the geographical places I've lived and the memories that stick out in my mind. [ will show |
can do thig by writing a poem called, “Where m From,” which will contain biographical information about mygelf.

Due Dates:
Pre-Write:
Template:
Rough Draft:
Edit and Revige:

Peer Edit:

Reuwrite:

Final Copy (print out two):



http://www.swva.net/fred1st/wif.htm
http://www.swva.net/fred1st/wif.htm
http://www.swva.net/fred1st/wif.htm
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“Where Pm From”

Process:
Step [: Pre-Write/Brainstorm/Family Bortrait
Think about what makeg you YOU. Angwer the questiong and fill out the Family Portrait form.

Step 2: Poem Template
Directione: Fillin the blanke of the attached poem template.

Step 3: Rough Draft
Handuwrite a rough draft of your poem, copying from the template. Leave out the words in the parenthesis. Make
aure to give it a title. “| Am From..” or “Where 'm From” ig fine.

Step 4 Edit and Revige (use a red pen)

Revise your poem. Thig meang you are looking for places where you should be more gpecifie, descriptive or
could include a poetic device. Can your reader visualize what you are deseribing? Use your five senges and
poetic devices (metaphors, similes, alliteration, onomatopoeia, personification rhyme) o help create a senge of

being there.
Edit your poem. You are now looking for convention errorg. Circle any words you think may be spelled
incorrectly. Underline wordg that need to be capitalized. Add punctuation where appropriate.

Step 5: Peer Edit (uge a green pen)

Have a partner read your poem/Read a partner’s poem. Mark any area that needs clarification or is confusing
to you with a question mark. Circle any misgpelled words. Underline words that should be capitalized.

At the bottom, print your name, ag the editor. Then write douwn one thing you enjoyed about the poem you read
and one quegtion you have.

Step 6: Reurite
Now that editing and revigion ie completed, rewrite your poem by hand (no typing), fixing all that wag marked in
the previoug steps.

Step 7: Final Draft
Type your poem. Include your title, name and date at the top. The font should be size 12 and eagy to read.



“Where Pm From”

Family Portraits
Name:

Pleage chare a gpecial family memory that represente your unique cultural heritage.
Step I: Oraw your memory. Stick figureg are acceptable. [t does not need to be colored.

Step 2: Degeribe your memory/picture.




“Where Pm From”

Pre-write:
Step I: Angwering the following questions will prepare you to write your “Where 'm From” poem.

(. Degcribe where you live. What doeg it look like? What doeg it emell like? What doeg it feel like? (Thig could be
your actual houge, or it could be another place that represente where you are from.)

2.What objects or belongings can be found in your home or room? (List at least three.)

3.What are the nameg of people in your “family” (they could be alive or deceaged, they do not need to be blood-
relatione)?

4 Ligt two or three family traditions.

5What phrageg, words or sayings are important to you or to memberg of your family?

6. What are some beliefe that repregent where you are from?



“Where m From”
7. What foods are important to you or your family?

8. List 2 or 3 important childhood memorieg.

9. Degeribe the weather where you are from.

[O.What do people do where you are from?

[l. What are your favorite things to do?



“Where Pm From”

[ncorporate your anewers to the pre-write into your “Where 'm From” poem. Simply add “Cm from” or “From”
to the beginning of each line, in the game style ag the sample you have been shown. You do not have to uge all of
the words or categorieg you braingtormed under Step I. Ag you compose your poem, you can add new words
and phrageg that describe where you are from. You could aleo uge the template below to help you write.

TEMOLATE:

Firet Stanza:

[ am from (specific ordinary item)

from (product name)

and (another product name)

[ am from the (home degcription)

Adjective that degcribes the above home degcription

[t (tagted, counded, looked , felt ~chooge one)

[ am from the (plant, flower, or natural item)

the (plant, flower, or natural item)

(Degeription of natural item)

Pm from the (family tradition)

and (family trait) from

(name of family member) and (name of family member)

and (another name)

Pm from the (description of family tendency) and

(Another family tendency)




“Where Pm From”
Second Stanza:

From (comething you were told ag 4 child)

(another thing you were told ag a child)

Pm from (repregentation of religious or gpiritual beliefe or lack of

it)

and

(further degeription of gpiritual beliefe)

Pm from (place of birth and family ancestry)

(Two food items that repregent your ancegtry) and

From the (gpecific family etory with a detail about a gpecific pergon)

the (another detail of another family member)

from (general etatement with DETAILS about who you are or where you are

from)

lam




