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Feeling the Rhythm
How are stressed and unstressed syllables used in writing limericks?

&. Reead this imerick and notice the stressed and the unstressed
i, syllabies:

N VRN VU
There once was a girl named Maureen

VY Y SV IV
Who wished she were skinny and lean

vy ouu /
But she loved pizza pie,

vw/u /
Pastrami on rye

v v /fou
And ate till her plate was clean. ‘

Read the limericks on page 35 to yourself and then out loud. Mark
the stressed and vnstressed syllables. Remember, the long lines should
have three stressed syllables; the short lines should have two.

34

ONEIPUL] T 1V AQ Latsor fo siccior smomavs 1 Sstanay

D[UOY [LUDISHRLT PHERDIIL

Tmcé."ug 10 Fabiebws Forms of Poetrp by Poud B, Janeczko

Scholastic Professional Bupks

There once was a boy named Drew
On candy he'd chomp and he'd chew
To brush he forgot

His teeth started to rot |

And now he just has a few,

A lady who loved the trombone
Was lucky she lived all alone.
When she started to play,

Her friends stayed away

And left her to sputter and moan.

There once was a poodle name Rose
Who liked to dance on her toes.

She twirléd and she spun,

Had barrels of fun,

Until she fell on her nose.
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Drafting Your Limerick

Now it’s your tern to write 2 Hmerick,

if you need help getting started, you might try one of these opening lines:
o There once was @ boy /girl named ot There once was a
boy /gitl from

Once you have your first line, brainstorm z few thyming words for the next
Line.

- Next, look over your list of words that thyme and see how you can mike
some of them part of your poem. Remember, 2 limerick is really a very short
story, so anything you include must make sense and help tell that story. In other
words, don't use a line simply because it rhymes with another line.

Brainstornsed
Rhyming Werds

There once was a boy/girl named

Brainstormed
Rhwyming Words

There once was a boy/gitl from .
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&W Now invent your own frst line and write a limerick to go with it!
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