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THE MISCONCEPTION: When you argue, vost try fo
stiek t the fots.
THE TRUTH: In any argument, anger seill tempt you to

veftane yanie appent’s ostion,

When you are losing an argument, you often use variety ol decep-
tive techniques o bolster your opinion. You arent trying 1o be
soeitky, but the human mind rends o follow predictable patterns
when you get angry with other people and do battle with words.

One of the mast reliable and sturdy logical fallacies is the
straw man, and even though its probability of appearing is high,
you often don't notice when you are using it or being beat over the
head wath i,

It works like this: When you get into an argument abour either
something personal or something more public and abstrace, yo
sinetimes resort to constructing a character who you find casier 1o
refute, argue, and disagree with, or vou creite a position the other
person st even suggesting or delending, This is a straw man.

It happens so often, professional debaters and seience advocates
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e trained 1o look for the straw man fallacy both in tl_u'ln-‘lrlul s r:’;:,
apponents when asserting their opinions of ahuull'mg Lm: .11““"-
Aaims of others. The straw man fallacy luk-::-. the hu.'t!T _.'-THI .l.r =
nons of your opponcnt and replaces l11t'll'l.'lﬂ.-'1l!l an .-|r|_1llu.1 arg
ient vou feel more comfortable dealing with. -
T;:c sraw man fallacy follows a faniliar 11:mlr.'rn. Yn: r. -
the straw man, then you attack it, then you ['In_ll'll ot how easy
was to defeat it, and then you come toa conclusion. s
For instance, Say you e arguing ahiont wlu-thc-:nr ni ;x‘} 1
hould be allowed 1o own pet chickens. You think chickens are hid-
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i ating zoo, and since
s were attacked by a bloodthirsty hen at a petting 21 .
; to keep poultry away from
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and sell them to pet SIore hickens in their hack-

You say, "1 we allow people to hrevd chicken: i
vards, soon they'll be n the strects and on the ,mhw“:'- ,1-Ili . “-;mj:-
;wnplu will be taking their chickens o work :mlh Ifhﬂill‘lﬂi"l’; :,,.,-urlq.l
ing them in Christmas cards with the rest of the I;tmi ‘.r':d : g
like that, what will happen to the Puulltry imlu.-.-lr}-lr ,h:; ::u]tw”m
want to cat something that could be their pet. [ dontt
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1o live in a world like that, would you? So, nu, we's
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other person now must argue a gainst the feathery doomsday vou've
invented instead of juse pomting out the reasonable ways people
coubil be allowed to raise o few domesticated fowl.

Within any debare over i controversial topic, vou will see straw
men tssed out by both sides. Sometimes people morph the straw
man into a warning about i slippery slope where allowing one side

toowin would put humanity on a course of destruction, Any time

Csomeone heging an attack with “So you're saying we should all
just . .." or “Everyone knows . .. " you can bet a straw man is
coming. When you start or someone else starts to mmagine i [uture
hellscape thanks to the ideas of the opposition becoming reality,
there is a straw man in the room. Straw men can also be born out of
ignorance. If someone says, “Scientists tell us we all come from
monkeys, and that's why Ihameschool,” this person is using a straw
mn, heeause scicnce doesn'| say we all come from monkeys,

Pay attention the next time you disagree with someone, and see
il you start or the other persan starts to construct a man out of straw.
Keep in mind whoever does it is using a logical fallacy, and even if

tha person succeeds, e or she didn't really win,




