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What Is a Concrete Poem?
When you think of poems, you probably think of words in straight lines. But 

some poems actually look like animals or objects! The verses can be curvy, 

jagged, or even round. These kinds of poems are called concrete poems.

A concrete poem takes on the shape of whatever it is about. The topic 

of the poem is always an object (instead of a feeling or an idea). The letters, 

words, or symbols are arranged on the page to form a picture of that object. 

So a poem about a flight of stairs is actually shaped like a flight of stairs. In 

this fun, visual type of poetry, the words and their shape work together to 

create the poem.

Look at the poem on the right-hand page. Even if you just glance at it 

from several feet away and can’t make out the words, you can tell that it’s a 

pair of scissors. Now read the piece:

Scissors snip and nip and cut and always come in pairs.

Great for cutting paper up and trimming my sister’s dolls’ hairs.

Making concrete poems is easier than you might think. Pick something 

that has an interesting shape. Write a poem about it, and then shape the 

lines of the poem to look like what you chose. You can make the shape by 

hand, or you can use a computer. 

Not a big rhymer? Not a problem. Concrete poems don’t have to rhyme. 

Just write descriptive words and phrases. It will still look really cool.

4



Here’s a list 
of Idea star ters:

basketball

cat

clouds

flag

flute

ladder

lighthouse

kite

monkey bars

ocean wave

Popsicle

sailboat

skyscraper

star

tire swing

trumpet

umbrella

vase

wrecking ball

I’ll bet you can think of many more.  
Happy reading and writing!
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Books
Atwood, Megan. Connor and Clara Build a Concrete Poem. 
Chicago: Norwood House, 2012.
Learn more about how to make your own concrete poems.

Cleary, Brian P. Rainbow Soup: Adventures in Poetry. 
Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 2004.
Discover poems of all kinds in this laugh-out-loud collection.

Franco, Betsy. A Dazzling Display of Dogs. Berkeley, CA: Tricycle Press, 2011.
This collection of visual poems celebrates all things canine—from obedience 
school to backyard breakouts.

Prelutsky, Jack. Pizza, Pigs, and Poetry: How to Write a Poem. New York: 
Greenwillow, 2008.
Would you like to write your own poetry? Here are 
some expert tips for turning 
your own experiences and 
stories about your family, 
your pets, and your friends into 
poems.

Websi tes
Concrete Poetry
http://www.wild-about-woods.org.uk/elearning/concretepoetry
On this website, you can choose a shape or draw your own and then choose 
words to fill it.

Giggle Poetry
http://www.gigglepoetry.com
Find funny poems, poetry contests, and more on 
this activity-packed website.

Poetry for Kids: How to Write a Concrete Poem
http://www.poetry4kids.com/blog/news/how-to
-write-a-concrete-poem
The poetry playground of Children’s Poet Laureate 
Kenn Nesbitt is filled with funny poems and poetry books, games, contests, 
poetry lessons and activities, and lots more.

Fur ther Reading
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