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ALLIE'S INQUIRY-BASED RESEARCH ESSAY

Teuth n $oc'\e+\‘
by Allie

Can wmages ond Video$ Change asgects o tvuth? Tw veaa\'m3 Ender's Game, this
% the question T €ound wysel asking, but 15 +his auestion velevant to lie

as well? Tn V‘QQQOY‘CH\V\% this question, T ultimately €ound that yes, it 6. The
0-called tvuth in one glace way be dif€event in another. Dit€event gevspec-
tives like oggosite Sides o a war wmay hold dit€event tvuths degending on news
and wmedia Shown with di€€event videos and gictuves. Now, one o€ the \01339_9‘%
+In'm39 that everyone Uses evevy day 6 the Twntevnet, and who can Ut inor-
wation, VideoS, and gictuves on the Twntevnet? The corvect answer i evevyone.
IW\QC3Q9 and VideoS can be alteved by anyone, 'mc\ud‘mc3 the wedia, 3ovemw\en+,
and ovdinavy geogle, to change eublic Know\ea\ﬁe and oRinionS.

My aueStion was insgived by the book Ender’s Game oy Ocson Scott Cavd. Tw the
book, the qovevament tricked Endev nto annibilating a whole Sgecies! Endev’s
brother and Sister also 9ained conSidevable golitical gower via the Twntevnet.
When the geogle called €or Bndev to come back to Barth, that €ootaae was
edited out o€ the VideoS Shown to the QuUblic. This Shows how caveully the Aov-
evament contvolled the media. On a €nal note rom the Stovy, theve weve two
wildly dif€event gevspectives to the wav. Theve was the buagers’ Side who didn't
vealize the humans weve a Sentient Species when they vt attacked, and the
humans who wanted to annihilate the \DU332\(9 +ln'm\<'m3 they weve a violent Sge-
cie who would eventually wige thew out. These ave all great examples o di-
€event tvuths or wmanigulated tvuths $vom the book.

PhotoShog 16 everywheve, this is st gavt o€ our cultuve. Mot geople know that
wodels on billboards ave Photoshopeed, but how wuch? All the wodels or geogle on
billboards advertise thewmselves as gevect, but then in the study £vom class
we saw that they weve all heavily Photoshopped to look gevect. Peogle then
look at those ghotoSs and st accept thew as tvuth. Today wove and wove
geogle ave gaining the easy ability to wanigulate ghotos. T, €or examgle, Yook a
ghoto o€ wmy mother and was able to take about twenty years o€ hev <ace
(hex wovds, not wine). Photoshop can be used ov dif€event gurposes, w\a‘ﬁn3
Someone look bettev, w\a‘é'\na a ghoto look avtictic and €vesh, or even cveatin

a 5cene which didn't veally hageen. My gevsonal culture collage had three dif<ev-
ent ghotos. Two o€ the ghotos weve chanaed to wake the gevson look bettev,
and one that T did was €or an artistic guegose in which T wade wysel€ vavious
shades o blue. So, when has Photoshop crossed the line Yo make these photos
Untveuth€ul or €ake? Should companies have to say when they PhotoShop a gic-
tuve, or 15 it all r'\3ln4r not to?



AlSo, in our cultuve Study in class, we looked at PhotoShop and “+uth” which geogle
ave inclined to believe, and the vi3h+9 ond Wrond5 in chanding a Rhoto. For exam-
¢le, the gictuve of a aant cat (about 0% \033 05 a dog. The wan who Wa5 holding
the cat said “she Stavted out a5 a big Kitty and Wst seemed Yo keep 3v-owin<3.”
The gicture i6 Photoshogeed, but wany geogle believed that it wasnt. This is a
3rea+ examele o€ the tvuth \Deiv\3 bent on the Twntevnet, however, this could e
viewed a5 a joke or gossibly savcasm, So we can See that what i accegtable in
chanaing a ghoto and what 15 not accegtable 5 wot all black and white. Theve %
a lavae widdle 3voUna wn whether the gictuves ave lies or weve alteved with neq-
ative intent, or i€ its Simely artistic exgression. Next ave the gictures we see
" WMag0Zines and on the wedia. Tt i5 Shown that avound Six comganies ave the
head o wheve about 0% o€ the media comes fvom. That means a Small <ew
contvol most of the gictures we see in that avea and thevefove have the gower
to contvol which gevspectives wmost geogle can See the Side of. T you think
about it, everyone has the ability to take ghotos, and many geogle do evevy day.
With the ability to change these photos theve vaises a question o how wuch
chanae i okay? Another Thing which wany geogle Use every day ave Glitevs. Keep
n wind that ghotos Jou gost on the web ave gart of your identity. Filtevs can
waoke a pictuve look better or in Some cases wove Sinister. Magazines have
Chanﬁed ncjmmﬁ ov Used filtexs on the gictuves they use in order Yo convey a
{e_o_\'mcﬁ oc dif€event dea about a photogragh. This wmay change the ublic’s ogin-
ionS on a topic.

Pictuves +lnvoU3hou+ histoey have loeen cfnancjea\ To Sevve cevtain geogle’s ovr 9rouRs’
QU\R05eS5. 0W‘m3 the Vietnam Wav, ghotos weve also taken by journalists €oc the
QUYPo%e o Showing geogle wn the United States what was haggening. This led Yo
Tuemoil when the mages on the TV didnt wmatch up with the So-called tvuth the
dovernment had told evevyone, desgite the goverament’s best e<€orts to make
suve the mages Showed what they wanted the gublic to See. Some of the wost
£amous ghotos in history have been wmanigulated. One exawmgle & the Kent State
%oo‘\"\nﬁ de‘ma the Vietnam Wav. Though This ghoto was wot 9\3\1\\'@00\/\‘\‘\\, alteved
it was enouah to vaise Some questions about the tvuthulness of it all. One
othev ehoto Showed a Soldiev Qo'\vﬁ"\nﬂ a 9un ot a 9coup o€ civilians. The Soldiev
had been n a di€€event ghoto and edited wn to cveate a wove dramatic Scene.
The wman who did this was €ived, but it makes me wonder how wany other photos
weve Chanﬁed and gossibly not CQU3h+ n the act. Also, n history, the \Qaend o€
the Loch Ness Monster had one €amous ghoto which wmany geogle believed was the
veal thing Until one o€ the wen vesponsible Gnally came out and told the tvuth.

Though not wany geogle think about it, the tvuth iS5 constantly \Dend'mts, and
problems with tvuth will Undoubtedly come Ug in the {utuve. The qoverament,
wedia, and even ovdinavy geogle have chanaea\ ehotoS and videoS +kroU3hou+ hi6-
Yo\, Yoday, and will €ov yeavs Yo come. TS5ues in the \orea\i‘m3 o¢ wandatovy
keeging o€ net neutvality (the equal treatment of all information on the



Tnternet) ave condideved a “3vavo_ threat to the Twntevnet” (Selyukh), and wove
advanced easy access Yo Qho&—o—w\oni?u\aﬁncﬁ tool5 will only wmake it easier <or
ovdinavy geogle like Jou, ox we, Yo continve to bend tvuths and geogle’s oginions
online n gictuves and Videos.
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