100 Allusion Examples
in Movies

e Star Wars: A New Hope - Obi-Wan Kenobi's line about Mos Eisley Spaceport as
"a wretched hive of scum and villainy" subtly nods to Shakespeare's bleak view
of life in "Macbeth."

e The Matrix - The character Neo is often seen as a Christ-like figure, his journey
mimicking biblical tales of resurrection and messiah figures.

e Shawshank Redemption - When Andy escapes and leaves behind a Bible for
the warden, the specific page is the book of Exodus, symbolizing Andy's escape
as a modern-day exodus.

e Pulp Fiction - Jules recites Ezekiel 25:17 before executing people, an
embellished Bible verse that serves to heighten the film's tension and drama.

e Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone - The Philosopher’s Stone itself is
an allusion to alchemical lore, where it is said to grant immortality and turn any
metal into pure gold.

e Inception - The concept of a dream within a dream alludes to the philosophical
problem of the "brain in a vat," questioning what's real and what's an illusion.

e The Godfather - The baptism scene juxtaposed with murders of the Five
Families is an allusion to the duality of good and evil within one's nature.

e Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers - Gandalf's return as Gandalf the White

parallels biblical resurrection stories, particularly that of Jesus Christ.




Fight Club - The character Tyler Durden resembles the god Dionysus,
representing chaos, wine, and revelry against the Apollo-like order

represented by the narrator.

Black Swan - The entire film is an allusion to the ballet Swan Lake, paralleling
the story of Nina with that of the White and Black Swans from the ballet.

Pan's Labyrinth - The film includes multiple allusions to classic fairy tales,
including Alice in Wonderland, as a way to explore the dark realities of post-Civil
War Spain.

The Lion King - This film alludes to Shakespeare's "Hamlet," following a young
prince who must navigate treachery within his own family.

O Brother, Where Art Thou? - The title and overall narrative is a direct allusion
to Homer's "Odyssey," featuring characters and events that parallel the ancient
epic.

Apocalypse Now - This film is an allusion to Joseph Conrad's "Heart of
Darkness," updated to the context of the Vietham War.

American Psycho - The film alludes to Dante's "Inferno" in the way it portrays its
main character's descent into madness and violence, especially the deeper he
goes into his high-rise apartment building.

Schindler's List - The girl in the red coat serves as an allusion to the concept of
innocence lost, a poignant contrast in a black-and-white film.

Forrest Gump - The feather at the beginning and end of the movie alludes to the
debate between destiny and accident in our lives, reflecting on the saying "as
light as a feather."

WALL-E - The spaceship Axiom serves as an allusion to Noah's Ark,

safeguarding life during an environmental apocalypse.




Donnie Darko - Donnie's character has been seen as an allusion to Holden
Caulfield from "The Catcher in the Rye," both being disenchanted youth
struggling against societal norms.

Avatar - The film includes several allusions to the story of Pocahontas and
Western colonization, focusing on themes of exploitation and cultural insensitivity.
Toy Story - The character of Buzz Lightyear serves as an allusion to space race
heroes like Buzz Aldrin, capturing a specific kind of American nostalgia.

12 Monkeys - This film alludes to the Biblical apocalypse, specifically the Four
Horsemen, as it deals with themes of time, death, and fate.

The Shining - The Overlook Hotel itself is an allusion to the haunted castles
found in Gothic literature.

The Silence of the Lambs - The title itself is an allusion to the children's prayer,
“‘Now | Lay Me Down to Sleep,” evoking the loss of innocence and the evil that
lurks in the dark.

Blade Runner - The origami unicorn left by Gaff serves as an allusion to the
quest for the Holy Grail, questioning what it means to be truly human.

Inception - The use of a spinning top as a totem is an allusion to the Zen
Buddhist koan, questioning the nature of reality and perception.

Fight Club - The underground clubs serve as an allusion to Roman gladiatorial
arenas, reflecting on modern society's repressed violent urges.

Black Swan - The movie alludes to the ballet "Swan Lake," not just in its
storyline but also in its exploration of dualities like purity and sensuality.
Memento - The protagonist's condition alludes to the myth of Sisyphus, who is
doomed to repeat the same task over and over.

The Matrix - Neo as 'The One' alludes to Messianic figures across religious and

mythological traditions, particularly Christ-like saviors.




Star Wars - The character of Obi-Wan Kenobi alludes to the archetypal
mentor figure found in myths, such as Merlin or Gandalf.

The Godfather - Michael Corleone's descent into the criminal underworld alludes
to a modern-day tragedy, echoing figures like Macbeth.

A Beautiful Mind - John Nash's mental struggles allude to the tale of Icarus,
whose ambitions led him to fly too close to the sun.

Pulp Fiction - The briefcase, never fully explained, alludes to the idea of a
MacGuffin in storytelling, an object of great importance that drives the plot.
Get Out - The use of hypnosis and the 'sunken place' allude to the unsettling
undertones of mind control narratives in horror and science fiction.

Coco - The Day of the Dead ceremony alludes to various cultural and
mythological beliefs about the afterlife.

The Social Network - Mark Zuckerberg's character is sometimes seen as an
allusion to Faust, who makes a deal with the devil for knowledge and power.
The Grand Budapest Hotel - The movie's nostalgic style alludes to a bygone
era of European elegance and grandeur.

Dead Poets Society - The idea of 'Carpe Diem' or 'Seize the Day' alludes to a
variety of ancient philosophies and literary traditions urging one to make the most
of life.

Watchmen - Dr. Manhattan alludes to both the atomic age and the omnipotent
beings found in myths and comic books.

The Seventh Seal - The character's chess match with Death alludes to
allegorical representations of life and death in medieval art.

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind - The concept of erasing memories

alludes to the River Lethe in Greek mythology, where souls would drink to forget

their past.




Birdman - The protagonist’s struggle with his superhero past alludes to

Icarus and the dangers of hubris.

V for Vendetta - The use of the Guy Fawkes mask alludes to historical acts of
rebellion against tyranny.

La La Land - The film's ending alludes to classic 'what if' narratives, exploring
alternate paths like the road not taken in Robert Frost's poem.

Donnie Darko - The character of Frank, a time-traveling rabbit, alludes to the
White Rabbit in "Alice in Wonderland," guiding Donnie through a twisted reality.
The Silence of the Lambs - The character Hannibal Lecter can be seen as an
allusion to the Minotaur of Crete, a monstrous figure trapped in a labyrinth.
Blade Runner - The theme of what it means to be human alludes to the myth of
Pygmalion, where a created object comes to life.

The Prestige - The intense rivalry between the two magicians alludes to the
story of Cain and Abel, illustrating the destructive power of jealousy.

Jurassic Park - The cloning of extinct creatures alludes to the tale of
Prometheus, warning of the consequences of playing god.

The Dark Knight - Batman's moral dilemmas echo the challenges faced by
Hercules in Greek mythology, particularly in making choices that impact the
greater good.

Avatar - The Na'vi's connection to their world alludes to various Earth-based
animistic and shamanistic beliefs.

The Lion King - The storyline is often seen as an allusion to Shakespeare's
"Hamlet," where a young prince must reclaim his kingdom.

The Shining - The haunted Overlook Hotel can be seen as an allusion to the
underworld, full of malevolent spirits and memories.

Shutter Island - The twists and turns of the protagonist's mind allude to the

labyrinth of the Minotaur, symbolizing his internal confusion.




Up - The floating house alludes to myths and fairy tales where characters
embark on journeys to magical lands in the sky.

Children of Men - The journey to protect a miraculously pregnant woman
alludes to various messianic and nativity stories.

O Brother, Where Art Thou? - This film openly alludes to Homer's "Odyssey,"
complete with sirens and a cyclops.

Pan's Labyrinth - The fairy-tale elements allude to darker, original versions of
famous tales like "Cinderella" and "Snow White."

WALL-E - The desolate Earth alludes to apocalyptic prophecies and stories,
such as the biblical Revelation.

Forrest Gump - Forrest's life journey alludes to the American Dream, capturing
key historical events and cultural shifts.

Mad Max: Fury Road - The struggle for natural resources alludes to various
doomsday scenarios, both mythical and contemporary.

No Country for Old Men - The relentless killer, Anton Chigurh, alludes to the
figure of Death in various cultural narratives, implacable and unavoidable.
Fargo - The seemingly mundane setting alludes to the classical concept of
tragedy unfolding in the most unexpected places.

Whiplash - The abusive mentor-student relationship alludes to the trials faced by
many mythical heroes, testing their limits to achieve greatness.

The Truman Show - Truman's life as a TV show alludes to Plato's cave,
questioning what is genuine and what is illusion.

The Departed - The complex web of informers and officers alludes to the eternal
battle between good and evil, found in myths like "Paradise Lost."

Good Will Hunting - Will's untapped potential alludes to hidden treasures in

folklore, waiting to be discovered.




Moonlight - The protagonist's struggle with identity alludes to metamorphosis
myths, such as Ovid's stories of transformation.

American Psycho - The protagonist's detachment from reality alludes to
Dostoevsky's "Underground Man," critiquing the hollowness of society.

V for Vendetta - V's character alludes to Guy Fawkes, but also to the idea of the
rebellious hero found in myths and literature, fighting against an oppressive
system.

Coco - The Day of the Dead setting alludes to various afterlife myths, exploring
themes of memory and legacy.

Interstellar - The journey through the wormhole alludes to Dante's "Divine
Comedy," a quest through different realms of existence.

Black Swan - The protagonist's transformation alludes to the tragic Swan Lake
ballet, but also to myths of shape-shifters and duality.

Inception - The concept of dream manipulation alludes to the myth of Morpheus,
the Greek god of dreams.

Slumdog Millionaire - The rags-to-riches story alludes to various folktales and
myths where an underestimated hero achieves greatness.

Finding Nemo - Marlin's journey to find his son alludes to the epic quests in
mythology, filled with trials and tribulations.

There Will Be Blood - The ruthless ambition of the protagonist alludes to
characters like Macbeth and Faust, who stop at nothing to achieve their goals.
Toy Story - The life of the toys when humans aren't looking alludes to myths and
fairy tales where inanimate objects come to life.

The Godfather - The Corleone family's story alludes to Shakespearean and
Greek tragedies, exploring the downfall of a powerful family.

Gladiator - The character of Maximus alludes to historic and mythic heroes,

wronged and seeking justice or revenge.




Zootopia - The film's themes of prejudice allude to the fable of "The Tortoise
and the Hare," challenging preconceived notions.

Iron Man - Tony Stark's transformation into Iron Man alludes to myths of
armor-clad heroes like Achilles.

Spirited Away - Chihiro's journey in the spirit world alludes to various "journey to
the underworld" myths and Alice's adventures in Wonderland.

The Matrix - Neo's role as 'The One' alludes to various messianic figures and
prophecies in religious and mythological stories.

The Social Network - Mark Zuckerberg's rise and moral descent allude to
figures like Icarus, who aimed too high and suffered the consequences.

Inside Out - The emotions personified in the film allude to the Greek gods of
emotions and states, like Eros and Thanatos.

Memento - The fractured narrative and quest for truth allude to the myth of
Sisyphus, perpetually searching but never finding.

The Big Lebowski - The Dude character alludes to the 'fool' archetype in myths
and stories, wandering through a complex world.

Avatar: The Last Airbender (film) - The four nations and their abilities allude to
elemental myths and philosophies from various cultures.

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind - The erasure of memories alludes to
the river Lethe in Greek mythology, where souls forget their past lives.

Birdman - Riggan's struggle with his ego alludes to the myth of Narcissus and
the dangers of self-obsession.

Bohemian Rhapsody (film) - Freddy Mercury's life story alludes to the tragic
heroes in mythology, immensely talented but flawed.

Frozen - Elsa's powers and isolation allude to the Snow Queen and other myths

about cursed or misunderstood figures.




Skyfall - The portrayal of James Bond alludes to the lone hero archetype,
reminiscent of knights or gunslingers in myth and folklore.

Kill Bill - The Bride's quest for revenge alludes to vengeance myths like that of
the Furies in Greek mythology.

Fight Club - The dual identity of the protagonist alludes to Jekyll and Hyde,
exploring the duality of human nature.

Inglourious Basterds - The film alludes to the archetypal 'band of heroes' found
in myths, united for a high-stakes mission.

The Sixth Sense - The twist ending alludes to tales of the afterlife and spirits,
redefining the entire narrative.

Pulp Fiction - The various interconnected stories allude to the complex tapestry

of fate and chance, akin to the Moirai or Fates in Greek mythology.
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