Allusion Examples in
Romeo and Juliet

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 1, Scene 1

e Mythological Allusion - "She is the fairies' midwife" refers to Queen Mab, a fairy
referenced in English folklore. Mercutio mentions her while describing a dream to
Romeo, painting a vivid picture of this tiny creature who influences people's

dreams.

Allusion Examples in Romeo and JulietAct 1, Scene 4

e Historical Allusion - "This is not Romeo, he's some other where." This alludes
to Petrarch, an Italian scholar, and poet, and his unrequited love for Laura.
Romeo's infatuation with Rosaline is often compared to this famous courtly love

tradition.

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 2, Scene 2

e Astronomical Allusion - "Two of the fairest stars in all the heaven" refers to the
brightness of Juliet's eyes, likening them to stars in the cosmos, emphasizing her

beauty and the theme of fate.

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 3, Scene 2




e Mythological Allusion - "Gallop apace, you fiery-footed steeds" alludes to
the Greek mythological sun god, Apollo, and his sun chariot. Juliet is

impatient for the night to come so she can be with Romeo.

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 4, Scene 3

e Historical Allusion - "As in a vault, an ancient receptacle." This refers to the
ancient catacombs or burial places, emphasizing the danger and desperation of

Juliet's situation.

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 4, Scene 5

e Mythological Allusion - "Death lies on her like an untimely frost" draws parallels
to the mythological figure of Death, often personified as a reaper or a cold entity,

illustrating the premature nature of Juliet's "demise."

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 5, Scene 1

e Historical Allusion - "l dreamt my lady came and found me dead" evokes the
age-old superstition that dreaming of one's death is an ill omen, signifying

impending misfortune or calamity.

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 5, Scene 3

e Religious Allusion - "A grave? O, no, a lantern, slaughter'd youth" subtly hints

at the Biblical narrative of Jesus' tomb and resurrection. Romeo refers to the

tomb as a lantern, illuminating Juliet's eternal beauty even in death.




e Mythological Allusion - "Here's to my love! [Drinks]" Romeo's last toast to
Juliet before drinking the poison mirrors the tragic tales of doomed lovers in
mythology, reinforcing the play's recurring theme of unrelenting fate.

e Historical Allusion - "Seal with a righteous kiss" brings forth the memory of the
Biblical narrative of Judas betraying Jesus with a kiss. While Romeo's kiss is
filled with love and sorrow, the act of sealing one's fate with a kiss is a powerful
symbol echoed throughout history.

e Mythological Allusion - "Thou desperate pilot, now at once run on the dashing
rocks thy seasick weary bark!" Romeo addresses himself as a pilot, hinting at the
Greek mythological character Odysseus, navigating treacherous waters and
facing myriad challenges, which in Romeo's context, represents his tumultuous

journey of love.

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 5, Scene 3

e Nature Allusion - "Flowers are the buds of tomorrow" subtly suggests the
cyclical nature of life, growth, and rebirth. Despite the tragedy, life continues to
move forward and flourish, just as flowers bloom after the harshest of winters.

e Historical Allusion - "Death, that hath sucked the honey of thy breath" parallels
the story of Cleopatra and the asp. Much like Cleopatra's venomous snake,
death has claimed Romeo, but the "honey" — the sweetness and life — remains

in memories.

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 5, Scene 3

e Literary Allusion - "Like a poor prisoner in his twisted gyves" recalls the

medieval practice of restraining prisoners with iron chains or shackles. This




evokes a sense of Romeo being trapped by his circumstances, much like a
prisoner confined against his will.

e Biblical Allusion - "These violent delights have violent ends" carries a shade of
the Biblical wisdom "Those who live by the sword, die by the sword,"
emphasizing the inevitable consequences of intense passions.

e Classical Allusion - "A glooming peace this morning with it brings" subtly harks
to the Greek tragedies, where dawn often brings resolution, albeit melancholic,
after a tumultuous series of events.

e Mythological Allusion - "l will bury thee in a triumphant grave" hints at the
grand tombs of legendary heroes and gods. Despite the circumstances of their
deaths, Romeo and Juliet are given the reverence of legends in their final resting

place.

Allusion Examples in Romeo and Juliet Act 5, Scene 3

e Literary Allusion - "Eyes, look your last!" calls back to the age-old poetic
tradition of bidding farewell, as seen in many elegies and laments. It's a moment
where Romeo takes a pause to etch the image of Juliet in his memory forever.

e Historical Allusion - "With worms that are thy chambermaids" echoes the
memento mori artistic and philosophical tradition, reminding viewers of the
inevitability of death and the transient nature of human life.

e Biblical Allusion - "Shake the yoke of inauspicious stars" alludes to the Biblical
notion of shaking off one's sins or burdens. Here, Romeo wants to rid himself of

the unfortunate fate that destiny has thrust upon them.
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