
Famous Metaphor
Phrases With
Meaning

● "All the world's a stage" -

Meaning: Life is like a play, and people are like actors.

Usage: To describe the roles people play in life. Originating from Shakespeare's

'As You Like It'.

● "The pen is mightier than the sword" -

Meaning: Writing is more effective than violence.

Usage: Emphasizing the power of words over force. Coined by Edward

Bulwer-Lytton.

● "A heart of gold" -

Meaning: A very kind and generous nature.

Usage: Praising someone's kindness and goodness.

● "The apple of my eye" -

Meaning: Someone dearly loved.

Usage: To express deep affection for someone. A phrase with biblical origins.

● "It's raining cats and dogs" -

Meaning: Raining very heavily.

Usage: Describing a heavy rainstorm. A classic English idiom.

● "A diamond in the rough" -

Meaning: Someone with potential yet unrefined.

Usage: Acknowledging someone's unpolished talents.

● "Burning the candle at both ends" -

Meaning: Overworking or exhausting oneself.



Usage: Describing someone who is working too hard, often at the expense of

their health.

● "A stitch in time saves nine" -

Meaning: Solving a problem quickly prevents it from becoming bigger.

Usage: Advising prompt action to prevent further issues.

● "You can't teach an old dog new tricks" -

Meaning: It's hard to change someone's established behavior.

Usage: Discussing the difficulties of changing habits or learning new skills later in

life.

● "Don’t cry over spilt milk" -

Meaning: Don’t be upset over something that cannot be fixed.

Usage: Advising someone to move on from minor setbacks.
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