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Question 2 
(Collins’s The Moonstone) 

 
The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole—its content, its style, its mechanics. Students are 
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point 
above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3.  
 
9–8 These well-written essays may not recognize the pervasive irony of the passage—that the narrator’s 

critique of gentlefolk is itself critiqued—but they realize that his hyperbolic scorn for the idle rich is 
humorous and has a satiric purpose. These students identify with clarity and precision the stylistic 
elements (such as diction, tone, imagery, and point of view) that convey the speaker’s attitudes.  
These essays need not be flawless. Still, they provide an insightful understanding of the speaker’s 
attitudes, in a form that is skillfully controlled and phrased. 

 
7–6 In these competent essays the students identify plausible attitudes and appropriate stylistic traits of 

the narrator. Their assertions about the narrator’s critique of gentlefolk may be less convincing or 
based on fewer examples from the passage. These essays express ideas clearly but lack the maturity, 
development, and control of the very best essays. 

 
5 These essays convey a general understanding of the narrator’s attitudes and the style he uses, but 

the discussion is more superficial and less convincing than that of the upper-half essays. Though not 
inaccurate, discussion tends to be inadequately supported by references to the text. The students 
may rely on some paraphrase that contains implicit analysis. The writing is adequate to convey ideas 
and not marred by distracting errors, but it is not as well conceived, organized, or developed as 
upper- half essays. 

 
4–3 These lower-half essays offer incomplete or oversimplified understanding of the text. Their assertions 

about the narrator’s attitudes may be implausible or irrelevant. They may paraphrase rather than 
analyze. Often wordy and repetitious, the writing is lacking in control and often marred by stylistic 
errors. Essays that contain significant misreading and/or unusually inept writing should be scored a 
3. 

 
2–1 These essays compound the weaknesses of those in the 4–3 range. Often they are unacceptably 

brief. Some attempt may be made to answer the questions but the arguments have little clarity, 
organization, or supporting detail. They may be poorly written on several counts and contain 
distracting errors in grammar and mechanics. Essays with little coherence or discussion of the text 
should be scored a 1. 

 
0 These essays make no more than a reference to the task. 
 
— These essays are either left blank or are completely off topic. 
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Question 2 
 
Sample: 2A  
Score: 8 
 
The student focuses immediately on the “great disparity” between the narrator’s views and those we can 
infer that “gentlefolks” have. In short, the speaker is speaking hyperbolically and isn’t necessarily to be 
trusted—a point that almost all other essays, even good ones, miss. The student insightfully and ironically 
notes that the “use of a metaphor in the first sentence that compares idleness to an obstacle, such as a rock, 
underlines the narrator’s opinion of just how catatrosphic [sic] such a lack of activity is.” The terms used to 
characterize the narrator—“bewildered,” “surprised,” “frustrated,” “pseudo-sympathetic”—are apt and 
insightful. The student’s recognition of irony is quite good—not only the narrator’s sarcasm and sense of 
irony (such as idle rich people doing nothing), but the author’s subtler criticism of the narrator himself. “A 
modern reader” the student reminds us, recognizes the hyperbole, the narrator’s working-class overreaction 
to the pursuits of natural science, and his suspicion that the “attempts of the gentlefolk to supress [sic] their 
idleness end up annoying those who actually recognize the banality of the former’s hobbies.” The writing in 
this essay is generally correct but not as sophisticated as the very best responses. 
 
Sample: 2B  
Score: 5 
 
The student describes the narrator’s attitudes accurately and gives examples of his criticisms—“making a 
mess of things,” “torturing” or “spoiling something,” and destroying “nature itself.” The essay rightly 
emphasizes the issue of class difference, that the speaker’s criticism of “so-called ‘gentlefolk’” comes from 
“the middle and lower class.” In fact, this idea gives the whole essay its focus. But there is very little 
analysis, so this is mainly an adequate description of the content of the passage. Thus the essay remains 
mostly a paraphrase with quotations and valid but undeveloped inferences. The student recognizes that 
the narrator “attempts to prove” his point but fails to discover that the narrator’s excesses and 
misunderstandings are humorous.   
 
Sample: 2C  
Score: 3 
 
This essay mistakes the critique of “gentlefolk” as directed at lower-class peasants and contains the faulty 
assumption that the narrator is rich. The student seems to understand that what seems to be “savagery” to 
the narrator is no more than common dissection “in biology class.” The essay ends by staunchly defending 
the poor and criticizing the narrator for his blindness. While there are some errors and awkwardness in the 
writing, the essay is reasonably coherent; its low score derives from its nearly total misreading of the 
passage.  




