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Question 1 
 
The score should reflect a judgment of the quality of the essay as a whole. Students had only 40 minutes to 
read and write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be judged by standards 
appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a draft, making certain to reward 
students for what they do well. 
 
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional flaws in analysis, prose style, or mechanics.  
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an 
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2. 
 
 

 
9  Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for 8 essays and, in addition, offer more  
 sophisticated evidence or demonstrate particularly impressive control of  language. 

 
8  Effective 
 
Essays earning a score of 8 respond to the prompt by effectively taking a position on the issue of 
compulsory voting and developing that position with especially appropriate evidence. The prose 
demonstrates an ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily 
flawless. 
 
 7  Essays earning a score of 7 fit the description of 6 essays but offer more complete  
  support or demonstrate a more mature prose style. 
 
6  Adequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 6 respond to the prompt by adequately taking a position on the issue of 
compulsory voting and developing that position with appropriate evidence. The writing may contain 
lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear. 
 
5  Essays earning a score of 5 take a position on the issue of compulsory voting and support that position 

with evidence. These essays may, however, provide uneven, inconsistent, or limited arguments and/or 
evidence. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s 
ideas. 

 
4  Inadequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 4 respond to the prompt inadequately. They take a position on the issue of 
compulsory voting, but the evidence is insufficient. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but 
may suggest immature control of writing. 
 

3  Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less  
 success in taking a position on the issue of compulsory voting and supporting that 
 position with appropriate evidence. The essays may show less control of writing. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
2  Little Success 
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in taking a position on the issue of compulsory 
voting and supporting that position with appropriate evidence. These essays may misunderstand the 
prompt or substitute a simpler task by responding to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, 
inappropriate, or no evidence. The prose often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing. 
 
 1  Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
  simplistic, or weak in their control of language. 
 
0  Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt. 
 
—  Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic. 
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Question 1 
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 8 
 
This 8 essay has a forceful, articulate introduction that promises an effective essay. It certainly delivers on 
that promise. In fully developed, well-reasoned paragraphs, the student presents a strong case in favor of 
compulsory voting. The essay moves carefully through history, intelligently discussing the American and 
French Revolutions and ending with a view of democracies across today’s world. Though the essay 
demonstrates the work of a student with a great deal of control of evidence and language, the evidence it 
presents is not as sophisticated as one might expect in a 9 essay, nor is the vocabulary it uses as 
impressive as that usually found in 9 essays. 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 6 
 
This essay’s somewhat formulaic introduction ends with promising insight which the student develops 
thoughtfully and reasonably in the body of the essay. The essay is adequate because the student is able to 
demonstrate an understanding of the concept of free will in the first body paragraph, examine the 2004 
general election through the lens of free will in the second body paragraph, and, in what appear to be two 
concluding paragraphs, offer a sensible analysis of the situation. The language is appropriate, though not 
necessarily engaging, throughout. 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 4 
 
This student clearly understands the need to set up and develop an argument for or against compulsory 
voting. Though its first four sentences stumble inelegantly, the introduction ends with relative strength 
and sets up what could easily become an upper-half essay. Unfortunately, the body of the essay does not 
deliver on the promise of the introduction. The second paragraph is, in essence, a second introduction; it 
does not offer any evidence in support of the student’s claim. The “Ancient Greeks” paragraph (paragraph 
three) does not work to advance the argument, either; nothing in the paragraph concretely demonstrates 
valid reasons for rejecting compulsory voting. The “French Revolution” paragraph (paragraph four), mired 
in its own inaccuracy, provides even less credible evidence than the previous paragraph. The concluding 
paragraph is relatively strong. Though the student understands the concepts of organization and 
argument, this essay lacks the effective use and analysis of evidence necessary to make this an upper-half 
essay. 




