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Question 3 
 
The score should reflect a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only  
40 minutes to read and write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be judged by 
standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a draft, making certain to 
reward students for what they do well. 
 
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an 
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9    Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in their development, or particularly impressive in 
their control of language. 

 
8   Effective 
 
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively defend, challenge, or qualify Ehrenreich’s assertions about 
television. The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and convincing. The prose demonstrates a 
consistent ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily 
flawless. 
 

7    Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide a more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 

 
6   Adequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately defend, challenge, or qualify Ehrenreich’s assertions about 
television. The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and sufficient. The writing may contain 
lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear. 
 

5    Essays earning a score of 5 defend, challenge, or qualify Ehrenreich’s assertions about 
television. The evidence or explanations used may be uneven, inconsistent, or limited. The 
writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas. 

 
4   Inadequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately defend, challenge, or qualify Ehrenreich’s assertions about 
television. The evidence or explanations used may be inappropriate, insufficient, or less convincing. The 
prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of 
effective writing. 
 

3    Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 
defending, challenging, or qualifying Ehrenreich’s assertions about television. The essays may 
show less maturity in control of writing. 
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Question 3 (continued) 
 
2   Little Success 
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in defending, challenging, or qualifying 
Ehrenreich’s assertions about television. These essays may misunderstand the prompt or substitute a 
simpler task by responding to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or inappropriate 
explanation. The prose often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical 
problems, a lack of development or organization, or a lack of control. 
 

1    Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation and argument, or weak in their control of language. 

 
0     Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt. 
 
—   Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic. 
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Question 3 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 8 
 
This effective essay refutes Barbara Ehrenreich’s claim that the world television represents is “‘eerie and 
unnatural’” by arguing that “it was never intended to be anything else,” using convincing and clever 
hypothetical examples of Spongebob, Dr. Phil, and Indiana Jones performing mundane, everyday tasks. 
The student further argues that not only is television a much-needed “method by which ordinary people 
escape the day-to-day routine,” it is also an opportunity for families to spend time together, supporting this 
argument with the appropriate and well-developed personal example of a family movie night. The example 
that follows—watching South Korean soap operas as a means of subverting the propaganda fed to 
“brainwashed” North Koreans—shows the student’s ability to draw from current events. However, while 
the North Korean example is an appropriate and convincing one, the student’s development of it could 
have been clearer. The student’s prose demonstrates a consistent facility with the English language, with 
sophisticated and original phrasing such as “a hiatus in the long slog of work and financial concerns.” The 
essay ends more weakly than it begins, but its argument is compelling, coherent, and effective throughout, 
which earned it a score of 8. 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 5 
 
Attempting to qualify Barbara Ehrenreich’s claim about television watchers becoming “root vegetables,” 
this uneven essay argues for the educational value of television and supports the claim with some 
examples (“Fox News & Discovery Channel,” television commercials, and “Family Guy”). However, the 
argument is limited in its development because the evidence provided is uneven and limited in its support 
of the student’s assertions about the positive value of television (“TV prevents viewers from making 
mistakes or doing dangerous actions that many of the TV characters do”). This lack of sufficient evidence 
and explanation, in addition to occasional lapses in diction and syntax (“People consider TV to be 
unhealthy & that it rots the mind, but does anyone hear about a child suffering due to watching television, 
that would be a no”), prevented the essay from being considered adequate. 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 2 
 
This essay meets with little success in developing an argument. While the student does mention Barbara 
Ehrenreich and attempts to present an argument in the second and third paragraphs, that argument is 
never clear or evenly supported. The essay presents two personal examples; the first—dealing with the 
lack of effect television has on the student—is unrelated to the writing task. The second—the student’s 
father sitting on the couch watching the football game—is relevant to Ehrenreich’s argument, but the 
essay does not develop it in any way as evidence for an argument. This failure to develop the examples 
used, along with the overall lack of organization the essay demonstrates, limited it to a score of 2. 


