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AP® English Language and Composition 2022 Scoring Guidelines

Argument Essay 6 points

Colin Powell, a four-star general and former United States secretary of state, wrote in his 1995 autobiography: “[W]e do not have the luxury of
collecting information indefinitely. At some point, before we can have every possible fact in hand, we have to decide. The key is not to make quick
decisions, but to make timely decisions.”

Write an essay that argues your position on the extent to which Powell’s claim about making decisions is valid.

In your response you should do the following:
e Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible position.
e Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning.
e Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.
e Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.
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AP® English Language and Composition 2022 Scoring Guidelines

Reportin . T
P & Scoring Criteria
Category
Row A 0 points 1 point
Thesis For any of the following: Responds to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible position.

(0-1 points) | e There is no defensible thesis.
e The intended thesis only restates the prompt.

e The intended thesis provides a summary of the issue with no
apparent or coherent claim.

e There is a thesis, but it does not respond to the prompt.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:
e Only restate the prompt.
e Do not take a position, or the position is vague or must be inferred.

e State an obvious fact rather than making a claim that requires a
defense.

Examples that do not earn this point:
Do not take a position

e “Lifeis full of decisions, and everyone must make decisions at one
time or another.”

Address the topic of the prompt but are not defensible—it is an
obvious fact stated as a claim

e “Before making a decision, it is best to weigh all the pros and cons
and examine all the factors that go into that decision.”

Responses that earn this point:

e Respond to the prompt by taking a position on the extent to which Powell’s claim about
making decisions is valid, rather than restating or rephrasing the prompt. Clearly take a
position rather than just stating that there are pros/cons.

Examples that earn this point:
Present a defensible position that responds to the prompt.

e “As Secretary Powell argues, the key to making decisions is not to make them quickly,
but to make them at the right time.”

o “While it is best to have all the relevant information in hand before making a decision,
at some point or another, waiting too long to make the decision can be as bad as
making it too quickly.”

e “I|t’s easy enough to say that making timely decisions is important. The difficult part—as
Hamlet well knows—is trying to figure out exactly when to make that critical decision.”

Additional Notes:

e The thesis may be anywhere within the response.

e The thesis may be more than one sentence, provided the sentences are in close proximity.

e The thesis may establish a line of reasoning that structures the essay, but it needn’t do so to earn the thesis point.
e Athesis that meets the criteria can be awarded the point whether or not the rest of the response successfully supports that line of reasoning.
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Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row B 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points
Evidence Simply restates thesis (if EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE:
AND present), repeats provided Provides evidence that is Provides some specific, Provides specific evidence to Provides specific evidence to
Commentary information, or offers mostly general. relevant evidence. support all claims in a line of support all claims in a line of
. information irrelevant to the reasoning. reasoning.
(0-4 points) | ot AND AND
AND AND
COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY:
Summarizes the evidence Explains how some of the COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY:

but does not explain how the
evidence supports the
argument.

evidence relates to the
student’s argument, but no
line of reasoning is
established, or the line of
reasoning is faulty.

Explains how some of the
evidence supports a line of
reasoning.

Consistently explains how the
evidence supports a line of
reasoning.

Decision Rules and Scoring N

otes

Typical responses that earn

0 points:

e Areincoherent or do not
address the prompt.

e May be just opinion with
no evidence or evidence
that is irrelevant.

Typical responses that earn

1 point:

e Tend to focus on
summary of evidence
rather than specific
details.

Typical responses that earn

2 points:

e Consist of a mix of
specific evidence and
broad generalities.

e May contain some
simplistic, inaccurate, or
repetitive explanations
that don’t strengthen
the argument.

e May make one point well
but either do not make
multiple supporting
claims or do not
adequately support
more than one claim.

e Do not explain the
connections or
progression between the
student’s claims, so a
line of reasoning is not
clearly established.

Typical responses that earn
3 points:

e Uniformly offer evidence to
support claims.

e Focus on the importance of
specific details to build an
argument.

e Organize an argument as a
line of reasoning composed
of multiple supporting
claims.

e Commentary may fail to

integrate some evidence or
fail to support a key claim.

Typical responses that earn
4 points:

Uniformly offer evidence to
support claims.

Focus on the importance of
specific details to build an
argument.

Organize and support an
argument as a line of
reasoning composed of
multiple supporting claims,
each with adequate evidence
that is clearly explained.

Additional Notes:

e  Writing that suffers from grammatical and/or mechanical errors that interfere with communication cannot earn the fourth point in this row.
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Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row C 0 points 1 point
Sophistication | Does not meet the criteria for one point. Demonstrates sophistication of thought and/or a complex understanding of the rhetorical
(0-1 points) situation.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:

e Attempt to contextualize their argument, but such attempts
consist predominantly of sweeping generalizations (“/n a world
where . ..” OR “Since the beginning of time . ..”).

e Only hint at or suggest other arguments (“While some may argue
that...” OR “Some people say . ..”).

e Use complicated or complex sentences or language that is
ineffective because it does not enhance the argument.

Responses that earn this point may demonstrate sophistication of thought and/or a

complex understanding of the rhetorical situation by doing any of the following:

1. Crafting a nuanced argument by consistently identifying and exploring complexities or
tensions.

2. Articulating the implications or limitations of an argument (either the student’s
argument or an argument related to the prompt) by situating it within a broader
context.

3. Making effective rhetorical choices that consistently strengthen the force and impact of
the student’s argument.

4. Employing a style that is consistently vivid and persuasive.

Additional Notes:

This point should be awarded only if the sophistication of thought or complex understanding is part of the student’s argument, not merely a phrase or reference.

© 2022 College Board



Sample 3A (1 of 3)
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Sample 3A (2 of 3)
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Sample 3A (3 of 3)
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Sample 3B (1 of 3)
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Sample 3B (2 of 3)
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Sample 3B (3 of 3)
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Sample 3C (1 of 1)

Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. O O ®

mmmmdammw.mmumlm.
(in - Powell | wo wos fwr sor opxa) ondion oy
Il Siods  Deomiond, ot Stode. YL wiok o oo B opry
ond  hod  MOd o Town Okoor  woking, &osions. W

QNSONQL OPINON Oowtlly clodm © dwe ¢ SN ooy o
B Yows o m%mmm pler ob 0L ok we B
WO oridr  wan woky  deosions.

Povetl  Svovol Cotlore we'befe Con o owe  ewey osidle
T W NON0 L We VONL Yo 0L 0ot byl uk\mht
VAT l’:\\L\ﬂ ab) \N\-‘«\ WO Srodmeony  Powgld v e
WaONL ol ¥ e moagawﬁ A0x W Gey wr
MOMY oW W &W‘o WO YO, ond g e
\lm“ Bring, GO O YW oSS o N0 s\w Jmus

o b’r%mmw&&n&mwsmuw
bfr M In S oworld A dosion hes e e mad  wtn
WO yoo 0w Wu\\i\oﬁ Sov ?:.om-k'r{mod se Yo ome \n
WAL 0 oY o Smeeem RoSion WU X0od ovws
fog e %&:\ oY bod \Ww UJWQC\% AUNTANY q?né
OMIUM OF  XngE NG \oU AN, TEwvgows Hie
R Yool | mc\ud.mob PUIS, B B e ond gt
dooy, AL eTvion wWilY Yot Yo e ode ound Mk 1S
mﬁ woswoold e wade W oot meutb“ PRS- TNOALY-

Page 7




AP® English Language and Composition 2022 Scoring Commentary

Question 3
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

Students responding to this question were expected to read a quote about making decisions from a
1995 autobiography by Colin Powell and then write an essay that argued their position on the extent
to which Powell’s claim about making decisions is valid. Students were expected to respond to the
prompt with a thesis that takes a defensible position; provide evidence to support their line of
reasoning; explain how the evidence supports their line of reasoning; and use appropriate grammar
and punctuation in communicating their argument.

As per the Course and Exam Description, (CLE-1.0, REO 1.0, STL-1.R), students were expected to be
able to select evidence to develop and refine their claims, use appropriate approaches of organization
and reasoning to support their argument, and make stylistic choices that advance that argument.

Sample: 3A
Score: 1-4-1

Thesis (0-1) points: 1

The thesis takes a nuanced position in paragraph 1 on the extent to which Powell’s claim about
making decisions is valid, rather than simply restating it or simply agreeing with it: “It is important to
not only make decisions, but make quality decisions that are independent of what may be popular
opinion, because the consequence of a quick decision may be costly.”

Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 4

The response uses relevant details about the life choices and political views of the student and the
student’s acquaintances to establish evidence and build a line of reasoning in support of a nuanced
argument about the pressures to make hasty decisions and the consequences of doing so. The
examples of college, finances, and career are all relevant to the argument and effectively situate the
reasoning within personal anecdotes and scenarios. The response organizes and supports an
argument composed of multiple supporting claims exploring the differences in stakes between
different kinds of decisions and the pressures that can motivate rushed decisions. Each point is clearly
explained using sufficient evidence from the student’s experiences and observations with full and
persuasive commentary, as in “When someone like me spends time forming their own opinions apart
from others, the result is a solid view point that will not be affected by the present climate or outside
opinions.”

Sophistication (0-1 points): 1

The response situates the prompt within a broader context of examples that are pressing for students
as they move toward their first decisions as adults. The response places these timely decisions for
students within a culture that prefers and even demands immediate gratification and thus shows a
more complex understanding of the rhetorical situation, ultimately asserting that “[iJn a world of
demand and instant gratification, it is important not only to make decisions, but make quality
decisions that are independent of what may be popular opinion, because the consequence of a quick
decision may be costly.” Noting the consequences of hasty decisions or decisions made to go along
with popular opinion is a more nuanced and sophisticated argument that requires effective examples

© 2022 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® English Language and Composition 2022 Scoring Commentary

Question 3 (continued)

and explanation to support. The style is not particularly vivid or persuasive, often marked by
successive simple sentences and minor grammatical errors. These errors do not hinder understanding,
but it is the nuanced argument that earned the Row C point here.

Sample: 3B
Score: 1-3-0

Thesis (0-1 points): 1

The defensible thesis is found in paragraph 1: “I agree with his claim because the effectiveness of
making timely decisions & inefectiveness of quick decisions is exhibited in the US’s handling of the
COVID-19 Pandemic, tapering of the Fed & increase of interest rates recently.” Although the response
does not fully demonstrate an understanding of what “timely” means, this should not be held against
the response or factor into the scoring of it, as long as the student’s interpretation or use of the word
“timely” in the response is clear.

Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 3

The response uses discussions of reactions to the Covid-19 pandemic and decisions about economic
turbulence to provide evidence for its argument about making decisions in an appropriate time span. It
develops a line of reasoning in which all examples contribute to an argument about the need to act
before it is too late. The response provides specific details with each example that relate to making
timely decisions, for example those of the NJ high school teacher (“If she had not made the decision to
give [her son] the vaccine, his recovery could be further reduced”), the stimulus bill (“the government
passed a stimulus bill that benefitted the economy & allowed it to recover”), and the Central Bank
(“This may either have been because they did not decide to raise it by 50 basis points, or they raised
interest rates too late”). These details and commentary build the argument and support the response’s
line of reasoning. Despite the consistent evidence throughout, there is an inconsistency and
superficiality of commentary which prevented the response from earning the full 4 points in Row B.

Sophistication (0-1): 0

The response does not demonstrate success at incorporating sophistication of thought or of written
expression, instead taking a structured yet simplistic stance on decision-making. There is not a
consistently vivid and/or persuasive style, and the response does not examine a broader context or
make a forceful argument.

Sample: 3C
Score: 1-1-0

Thesis (0-1 points): 1

The response earned the thesis point for the final sentence of paragraph 1: “In my personal opinion,
Powells claim is true to full extent and shows an extremely valuable piece of advice that we do not
consider when we make decisions.”

Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 1
The response summarizes Powell’s claim and provides generalizations that circle back to Powell’s
claim. For example, in paragraph 2, the student states: “Powell is telling the audience of his
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Question 3 (continued)

autobiography that it does not necessarily matter how many facts you have, and how many things you
know.” The little evidence provided in this response is vague and general rather than concrete.

Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

The style is not vivid or persuasive. The response takes a simplistic approach that does not make
evident any complexities of thought and does not employ effective rhetorical choices in developing
the argument.
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