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Question 2 
 
How and to what extent did the Commercial Revolution transform the European economy and diplomatic 
balance of power in the period from 1650 to 1763? 
 
9–6: Stronger 
These essays will illustrate the following qualities with varying degrees of effectiveness. 

• Has a clear, well-developed thesis. 
• Is well organized. 
• Supports the thesis with specific evidence. 
• May contain minor errors; even a 9 need not be flawless. 

 
Indicators for 9–8 

• Has a balanced discussion of BOTH economics and diplomacy of the era. 
• Specifically addresses the shifts in economy and diplomacy for the period. 

 
Indicators for 7–6    

• May use additional examples outside the time period. 
• Demonstrates less balanced treatment of either economy or diplomatic balance of power. 

 
5–4: Mixed 

• Contains a thesis, perhaps superficial or simplistic. 
• Responds to the question unevenly: task(s), evidence, chronology. 
• May contain errors, factual and/or interpretive. 

 
Indicators: 

• Mentions both economic and diplomatic aspects but develops only one. 
• Offers few specific examples of change relating to the Commercial Revolution. 
• May be very generalized with little chronological connection. 

 
3–0: Weaker 
These essays demonstrate the following qualities to varying degrees.  

• Thesis is confused, unfocused, absent, or simply restates the question. 
• Misconstrues the question, or omits major tasks. 
• May contain major errors. 

 
Indicators for 3–2 

• May completely ignore one of the question’s tasks (economy or diplomacy). 
• Contains vague/incorrect statements about the Commercial Revolution and economic/diplomatic 

effects. 
 
Indicators for 1–0 

• May attempt to address the question but fails to do so. 
• May not contain specific evidence. 
• May contain serious errors. 
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Question 2 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 9 
 
The entire first paragraph sets up the progress of this excellent essay. The student does an admirable job 
of showing chronological changes in both economics and political power due to the Commercial 
Revolution. A minor weakness is that the student deals with several nations instead of Europe as a whole. 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 4 
 
The thesis promises an equal treatment of both economics and balance of power but does not deliver both 
within the essay. The student deals mainly with Spain’s economic rise and fall. Only cursory nods to 
changes in balance of power are provided. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 1 
 
This essay shows no real understanding of the concept of the Commercial Revolution. Attempts at 
explaining the effects on economics and balance of power fall flat. 
 
 




