AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY
2006 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B)

Question b

How and to what extent did the methods and ideals of Renaissance humanism contribute to the Protestant
Reformation?

9-6: Stronger
These essays will illustrate the following qualities with varying degrees of effectiveness.
e Has a clear, well-developed thesis.
e [s well organized.
e Supports the thesis with specific evidence.
e May contain minor errors; even a 9 need not be flawless.

Indicators of 9-8
e Discusses BOTH methods and ideals of Renaissance humanism and clearly establishes their
impact on the Protestant Reformation.
e Includes specific analytical examples that indicate a knowledge of both the methods and ideals of
humanism.

Indicators of 7—6
e Discusses both methods and ideals but is less balanced in approach.
e Makes basic connections between humanism and the Reformation.

5—4: Mixed
e Contains a thesis, perhaps superficial or simplistic.
e Responds to the question unevenly: task(s), evidence, chronology.
e May contain errors, factual and/or interpretive.

Indicators of 54
e Mentions both methods and ideals of humanism but develops only one sufficiently.
e May conflate the terms, methods, and ideals.
e Offers fewer examples connecting the Renaissance to the Reformation.
e May be imprecise or very generalized with little analytical clarity.

3-0: Weaker

These essays demonstrate the following qualities to varying degrees.
e Thesis is confused, unfocused, or absent, or restates the question.
e Misconstrues the question, or omits major tasks.
e May contain major errors.

Indicators of 3-2
e Makes minimal connection between the Renaissance and the Reformation or humanism.
e Focuses almost solely on the Renaissance or the Reformation.

Indicators of 0-1
e May attempt to address the question but fails to do so.
e Is off task or may contain serious errors.
e I[slacking in connection between the two movements.
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AP®EUROPEAN HISTORY
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B)

Question 5

Sample: bA
Score: 8

The thesis is in the conclusion of the essay and is supported by a myriad of factual evidence. Each
paragraph uses specifics to clarify ideals and/or methods of Renaissance Humanism and then specifically
links these facts to Reformation developments. Multitudes of factual support are provided.

Sample: 5B
Score: 4

A good thesis is in the concluding paragraph, but there is no differentiation between ideals and methods.
Skepticism is the only concept that is linked to Protestantism.

Sample: bC
Score: 2

The last sentence here is the closest the essay comes to having a thesis and providing correct connections
between Humanism and the Reformation. Other statements are very broad, unconnected, or incorrect.
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