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Question 7 
 
Discuss how the two structures (Arch of Triumph, Paris, 1806–1836, and the Crystal Palace, London,  
1850–1851) reflect the societies and cultures that produced them. 
 
9–6: Stronger 
These essays will illustrate the following qualities with varying degrees of effectiveness. 

• Has a clear, well-developed thesis. 
• Is well organized. 
• Supports the thesis with specific evidence. 
• May contain minor errors; even a 9 need not be flawless. 

 
Indicators for 9–8 

• Explains how each structure is reflective of BOTH the social and cultural environment of their era. 
• Has a balanced approach to both structures and to the environment. 

 
Indicators for 7–6 

• May conflate the terms society and culture. 
• Less balanced explanation either on monuments or social/cultural explanations. 

 
5–4: Mixed 

• Contains a thesis, perhaps superficial or simplistic. 
• Responds to the question unevenly: task(s), evidence, chronology. 
• May contain errors, factual and/or interpretive. 

 
Indicators of 5–4 

• Mentions both monuments but effectively analyzes only one. 
• Offers little analysis of the monuments to society/culture. 
• Offers generalized information on society, culture, or monuments. 

 
3–0: Weaker  
These essays demonstrate the following qualities to varying degrees.  

• Thesis is confused, unfocused, or absent, or simply restates the question. 
• Misconstrues the question, or omits major tasks. 
• May contain major errors. 

 
Indicators of 3–2 

• Contains vague statements about the monuments and their social/cultural environment. 
• Shows heavy dependence on mere description; minimal connection to question tasks. 

       
Indicators of 1–0 

• May attempt to address the question but fails to do so. 
• Shows almost total dependence on description. 
• Includes serious errors that indicate no understanding of the eras or the monuments. 
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Question 7 
 
Sample: 7A 
Score: 9 
 
This essay has a concise thesis in both the introduction and the conclusion. There is a very balanced 
approach to each monument and to the analysis of French and British culture and society. The student 
includes a mature analysis with supporting evidence. Also, the response manages to include change over 
time while comparing and contrasting the eras, taking the essay far beyond the basic requirements of the 
question. 
 
Sample: 7B 
Score: 4 
 
The two attempts at a thesis (introduction and conclusion) are simplistic and superficial statements 
without any clear focus or direction. The essay refers to both monuments and correctly analyzes the 
society and culture of Britain. The uneven and ineffective discussion of French society and culture is 
generalized. 
 
Sample: 7C 
Score: 2 
 
The thesis statements provided here in both the introduction and the conclusion merely restate the 
question. Some of the descriptions provided are actually fallacious. There is the most minimal of 
connections of the monuments to the societies and cultures of France and Britain. 
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