AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY
2007 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B)

Question 4

Using the two Dutch paintings above and your historical knowledge of the period, discuss how the
paintings reflect the economy and culture of the Netherlands in the seventeenth century.

8-9 Points

Explicit thesis responds fully to both prompts: Dutch economy and culture.
Consistently clear organization supports the argument.

Shows clear understanding of both Dutch economy and culture.

Clearly links both topics with the two paintings.

Uses specific and relevant examples about both Dutch economy and culture.
Well-balanced discussion among all prompts.

Errors do not distract from the argument.

6-7 Points
e [Explicit thesis is responsive to the question, perhaps less fully than in the 8-9 category.
e Dutch economy and culture may be conflated as concepts or within the details.
e QOrganization is clear but may not be consistently followed.
e Hssay includes discussion of both Dutch economy and culture, though perhaps far more on one

than the other.

All assertions are supported by at least one piece of specific information.
Linkage between the paintings and Dutch economy and culture is suggested.
Errors may detract from the overall essay.

4-5 Points

Thesis is explicit but may not respond fully to the entire question.
Organization is less effective than in essays scored higher.

Essay shows some imbalance. Some major topics (economy and/or culture) may be seriously
neglected or have minimal specificity.

Makes some reference to the paintings and Dutch economy or culture.
May demonstrate some confusion chronologically or geographically.

2-3 Points

Thesis is not explicit or merely rephrases/repeats the question.

Unclear, ineffective organization.

Serious imbalance—weak attempts at discussing either the economy or culture.
No clear linkage between the paintings and the topics.

Overly generalized information; may rely exclusively on description of paintings.
Several distracting errors.

0-1 Point

No discernable attempt at a thesis.

No discernable organization.

Only one or none of the prompts (Dutch economy or culture) is mentioned correctly.
No understanding of the connection between the paintings and the topics.

Little or no supporting evidence.

Numerous errors that distract from the thesis.
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AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY
2007 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B)

Question 4

Sample: 4A
Score: 9

This student’s fully developed thesis is bolstered by good examples. The discussion of government is
linked to economic prosperity, thus making it relevant. The discussion of culture is nicely integrated
throughout the essay.

Sample: 4B
Score: b

This essay has a minimally adequate thesis. The response contains references to paintings and attempts
to provide relevant information about both the Dutch economy and culture; however, the essay lacks
sufficient breadth, especially when the student discusses culture.

Sample: 4C
Score: 2

This essay's weak thesis merely paraphrases the question. Only two points about Dutch economics are
mentioned, but neither is developed. The treatment of culture is very cursory, and the handling of the
paintings is inadequate.
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