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Question 6 
 
“In the second half of the nineteenth century, most European governments were conservative.” To what 
extent is the quotation above an accurate statement? Use specific examples from at least TWO countries. 
 
8–9 Points 

• Explicit thesis responds fully to all parts of the prompt. 
• Consistently clear organization supports the argument. 
• Demonstrates an accurate understanding of conservatism as it related to nineteenth-century 

Europe. 
• Clearly develops two relevant and specific examples. 
• Evidence connecting examples and conservatism is specific. 
• The concept of “extent” of the quote’s accuracy is addressed in the argument. 
• Errors do not distract from the argument. 

 
6–7 Points 

• Explicit thesis is responsive to the question, perhaps less fully than in the 8–9 category. 
• Organization is clear but may not be consistently followed. 
• Suggests an understanding of nineteenth-century conservatism (may be contextual). 
• All assertions are supported by using at least two countries (one assertion may be more developed 

than the other). 
• “Extent” of accuracy may be more implied than specific. 
• Errors may detract from the overall essay. 

 
4–5 Points 

• Thesis is explicit but may not respond fully to the entire question. 
• Organization is less effective than in essays scored higher. 
• Demonstrates a simplistic understanding of nineteenth-century conservatism. 
• Utilizes relevant examples, but examples lack specificity. 
• Makes some attempt to link the quote to chosen examples, but linkage is tenuous or 

underdeveloped. 
 
2–3 Points 

• Thesis is not explicit or merely rephrases/repeats the question. 
• Unclear, ineffective organization. 
• Shows little knowledge of nineteenth-century conservatism. 
• Fails to generate relevant examples in one or two countries. 
• Serious imbalance—makes little attempt to connect the examples to the quote. 
• Several distracting errors. 
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Question 6 (continued) 
 
0–1 Point 

• No discernable attempt at a thesis. 
• No discernable organization. 
• Little or no understanding of nineteenth-century conservatism. 
• Does not correctly use two examples of European countries. 
• Little or no supporting evidence. 
• No attempt to explain the relationship of conservatism and the given examples, or has false 

linkage. 
• Numerous errors that distract from the thesis. 
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Question 6 
 
Sample: 6A 
Score: 9 
 
This essay’s convincing thesis recognizes subtleties present in nineteenth-century European 
conservatism. Relevant and specific evidence from four countries is used to support the argument, 
including the point that Great Britain was an exception. 
 
Sample: 6B 
Score: 4 
 
With a minimal thesis, this essay tries to maintain a focus, including some limited discussion of 
Bismarck’s foreign policy and the rise of France’s Third Republic. The student also makes some effort to 
address the extent to which the quotation provided is an accurate statement. 
 
Sample: 6C 
Score: 2 
 
The essay acknowledges the historical context of conservatism and provides some information on Great 
Britain, but dwells on a much earlier era; Russia and France are barely mentioned. Minimal effort is made 
to address the extent to which the quotation is true, and the thesis is flimsy. 
 
 


