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Question 7 
 
Analyze how the Balkan crises from 1903 to 1914 and the crises in central and eastern Europe from 1935 to 
1939 threatened Europe’s balance of power. 
 
8–9 Points 

 Explicit thesis responds fully to all prompts: Balkan crises, central/eastern European crises, balance 
of power. 

 Consistently clear organization supports the argument. 
 Discusses specific and relevant information about the Balkan crises and the crises of 

central/eastern Europe. 
 Demonstrates clear understanding of balance-of-power relationships during both periods. 
 Provides specific evidence that links crises to threats in Europe’s balance of power. 
 Well-balanced discussion among all prompts. 
 Errors do not distract from the argument. 

 
6–7 Points 

 Explicit thesis is responsive to the question, perhaps less fully than in the 8–9 category. 
 Organization is clear but may not be consistently followed. 
 Discussion is balanced among Balkan crises and central/eastern crises, with perhaps more 

information on one era. 
 All assertions are supported by specific information. 
 Shows an understanding of balance of power of the two eras, but with less specificity than in the 

8–9 category. 
 Attempts linkage between the two crises and the effect on balance of power. 
 Errors may detract from the overall essay. 

 
4–5  Points 

 Thesis is explicit but may not respond fully to the entire question. 
 Organization is less effective than in essays scored higher. 
 Essay shows some imbalance. May fail to develop one or both periods with adequate specificity. 
 Suggests an understanding of balance of power, but may depend on generalities. 
 Superficial linkage of crises with threats in balance of power. 

 
2–3 Points 

 Thesis is not explicit or merely rephrases/repeats the question. 
 Unclear, ineffective organization. 
 Offers little specific information about crises in either time period. 
 Does not demonstrate a clear understanding of balance of power. 
 Makes little attempt to link crises to balance of power. 
 Several distracting errors. 

 
0–1 Point  

 No discernable attempt at a thesis. 
 No discernable organization. 
 Minimal supporting evidence. May ignore one aspect of the question entirely. 
 No understanding of balance of power. 
 Makes no attempt to link crises to balance of power. 
 Numerous errors that distract from the thesis. 
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Question 7 
 
Sample: 7A 
Score: 9 
 
This essay takes a comprehensive approach to its well-executed thesis and addresses the Balkan crises 
across a span of time, discussing both Germany and Russia and the threats they posed to peace in central 
and eastern Europe. The student has a clear understanding of balance of power and makes good use of 
specific information to elaborate on the thesis. 
 
Sample: 7B 
Score: 5 
 
This essay has a minimal thesis. It shows little understanding of balance of power relationships in the 
Balkans and merely alludes to long-term problems in the region. The essay does provide some specificity 
for the 1935-39 period, but again, does not relate this to balance of power. 
 
Sample: 7C 
Score: 2 
 
The thesis provided here is halting and unclear. The essay discusses the Balkan crises with no reference to 
any specific events involved. The only information provided that addresses the second part of the question 
is a vague reference to Germany. No understanding of balance of power is demonstrated. 
 


