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Question 4 

 
Analyze the problems and opportunities associated with rapid urbanization of western Europe in the 
nineteenth century. 
 
8–9 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responds fully to the prompt, addressing both problems and opportunities; 
engages directly with nineteenth-century urbanization; and demonstrates or supports an analytical 
approach. 

• Organization is clear, consistently followed, and effective in support of the argument and may 
follow a variety or combination of approaches: by task (problems, opportunities), 
chronological/change over time, or thematic (political, social, cultural, everyday life, 
comparison/contrast). 

• Essay is well balanced; both topics are covered at length, and the essay is consistently focused on 
urbanization, while other topics, when referenced, are directly linked to the question’s tasks and do 
not detract from the primary focus on urbanization. 

• Major assertions and generalizations are supported by multiple pieces of relevant, specific 
evidence linked to urbanization. 

• Preponderance of analysis and evidence are clearly linked to urbanization. 
• The essay is predominantly analytical in its approach. 
• May contain errors or brief off-topic content that do not detract from the argument. 

 
 

6–7 Points 
• Thesis is explicit and responds to both problems and opportunities; engages with nineteenth-

century urbanization; and demonstrates analysis, perhaps with terms that are less sophisticated 
and more generalized than those that would earn 8 or 9 points. 

• Organization is clear and supports the argument, but may be more implicit than in essays that 
score higher. 

• Both major tasks are discussed within the context of urbanization, perhaps unevenly. Specific 
evidence is used, more frequently and more effectively in an essay scored a 7 than in one scored 6. 

• Major assertions in the essay are supported by relevant evidence, and the bulk of analysis and 
evidence are linked to urbanization, more clearly in a 7 essay than in a 6. The essay may at times 
describe rather than analyze, but it is mostly analytical.  

• May contain an error or off-topic discussion that detracts but does not significantly interfere with 
the essay tasks. 

 
4–5 Points 

• Thesis is explicit, but less effectively expressed because it may not fully respond to the question, 
OR it may satisfactorily respond to one task but not to the other, OR a substantial portion of the 
thesis may be off-topic, OR although more than a restatement of the prompt, it largely relies on the 
prompt’s assumptions. 

• Organization is apparent but inconsistently followed. 
• Essay may show imbalance by insufficiently responding to a major task, OR it introduces outside 

information without linking it to the tasks, OR problems and opportunities are explicitly discussed, 
but one or both may be discussed in general terms, lacking specificity.  

• Attempts to respond to the tasks are mostly narrative rather than analytical, and analysis may be 
broadly stated (limited or superficial linking between evidence and analysis for a 5; mostly 
ineffective attempt at linking in a 4). 

• May contain significant errors or off-topic discussions that detract from the argument. 
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Question 4 (continued) 

 
2–3 Points 

• No relevant thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt. Organization is unclear 
and ineffective; it merely supports a narrative of events, and it may contain significant off-topic 
material. 

• Essay shows serious imbalance in treatment of the two tasks by ineffectively developing one of 
them. 

• There are few assertions supported by relevant evidence. Essay may contain accurate facts about 
cities, but these are ineffectively linked to analysis dealing with urbanization’s problems and 
opportunities, OR problems, opportunities, and/or urbanization are misconstrued. 

• May contain several errors or off-task discussion that detracts from the essay’s purpose. 
 
0–1 Point 

• No discernable attempt at a relevant thesis. 
• Organization does not contribute to the essay’s purpose. 
• Events or evidence related to urbanization, if present, lack pertinent context.  
• One or none of the major topics suggested by the prompt is addressed. 
• Little or no supporting evidence is effectively used.  
• May contain numerous errors or off-topic discussion. 
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Question 4 
 
Overview 
 
This question was designed to elicit analysis of the urban experience that transformed western Europe in 
the nineteenth century. Its use of the terms “problems and opportunities” gave students an organizing 
structure to help them sort through a vast number of pertinent elements and led most to respond in terms 
of both the process and the experience of urbanization. The prompt was broadly written, which allowed 
students to use as much of the century span as they chose and also accommodated a variety of 
approaches. Most frequently students used economic and social themes and evidence, but political, 
intellectual, and cultural themes were also very successfully employed. The primary task—analysis—asked 
students to develop links between their often substantial factual knowledge with consequences in the 
perceptions of living conditions, physical reality, and even the concept of urbanization. 
 
Sample: 4A 
Score: 9 
 
This essay presents a fully developed thesis and uses the Industrial Revolution to provide historical context 
and explanation of change, while still maintaining its focus on urbanization. The response is analytical 
throughout, using ample factual evidence to support assertions. Sophistication is evident in the contrast 
the student draws between opportunities and problems faced by various population groups, especially the 
reference to the emergence of the “new proletariat.” Arguments on overcrowding are supported with 
population statistics, and an analysis of reforms implemented and scientific advances is augmented by 
references to Florence Nightingale and Louis Pasteur. The essay demonstrates change over time, as 
“[c]ities matured into vibrant centers of life” by the end of the century.  
 
Sample: 4B 
Score: 6 
 
This essay has a clear thesis, on target and focused, with solid treatment of both opportunities and 
challenges. The essay is fairly well balanced, engages with urbanization as opposed to industrialization, 
and includes more information than a response that would be scored a 5, in that it acknowledges 
government’s role and varying urban experiences. It does not reach the level of a 7, because it is often 
narrative where it could have been analytical and lacks sufficient specific evidence.  
 
Sample: 4C 
Score: 3 
 
This essay has no relevant thesis. Instead of dealing with urbanization, it digresses into a discussion of 
industrialization. The student makes brief references to horrible living conditions and reforms, but with 
very little support and outside the context of the question. 
 

  
 




