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 Question 4  

 
Analyze the economic and social challenges faced by Western Europe in the period from 1945 
to 1989. 
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and fully responsive to the question; addresses both the economic and social 
challenges faced by Western Europe during the time period. 

• Organization is clear and consistent; all major assertions (“challenges”) are developed with 
substantial evidence and well-developed examples (a score of 9 demonstrates a more sophisticated 
analysis). 

• Major topics suggested by the prompt are all covered at some length 
• Essay is well balanced; analyzes both the economic and social challenges faced by Western 

European nations firmly in the context of the time period (essays that discuss the Cold War must 
provide linkage with the economic and/or social challenges faced by Western Europe during the 
time period). 

• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 
 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responsive to the question; addresses both the economic and social 
challenges faced by Western Europe in less sophisticated, more general language. 

• Organization is clear and effective in support of the argument but with less sophisticated 
development (a score of 7 will demonstrate more cohesiveness than a score of 6). 

• All major topics suggested by the prompt are at least briefly covered. 
• Essay is balanced and contains a discussion of both the social and economic challenges faced by 

Western Europe within the context of the time period (essays that discuss the Cold War must 
provide linkage with the economic and/or social challenges faced by Western Europe during the 
time period). 

• Each major assertion (“challenge”) is supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 
• May contain an error that detracts from the argument. 

 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis is explicit but not fully responsive to the question in that it may only address one of the 
challenges (either economic or social). 

• Essay is organized but may not address the requirements of the question. 
• Essay shows imbalance by developing one task (either economic or social) thoroughly but 

addressing the other inadequately (score of 5); OR omitting one task while developing the other 
(score of 4); OR addressing both tasks but with basic understanding (score of 4) (essays that 
discuss the Cold War must provide linkage with the economic and/or social challenges faced by 
Western Europe during the time period). 

• Most of the assertions (“challenges”) in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant 
evidence. 

• May contain errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 4 (continued) 

 
3–2 Points  

• Thesis is not explicit or acceptable. 
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance; most major topics suggested in the prompt are neglected. 
• Offers very limited specific evidence concerning the challenges faced by Western Europe during 

the time period. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

 
1–0 Points 

• No discernable attempt at a thesis. 
• No discernable organization appropriate to the prompt. 
• One or none of the major topics suggested in the prompt is mentioned. 
• Little or no appropriate evidence used. 
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 4 

 
Overview 
 
The question instructed students to analyze (determine the components) the challenges (problems, 
solutions, consequences) faced by Western Europe during the period corresponding to the end of the 
Second World War to the end of the Cold War (1945–1989). Students were required to consider economic 
and social actions taken by Western European nations only, not by the Soviet Union and its Eastern 
European satellites. In creating cohesive, analytical essays, students could choose from many topics, such 
as the rebuilding of Western Europe after the Second World War, economic integration, women’s roles in 
the labor force, the rise of the welfare state, massive expansion of access to higher education, the 
redefined family, the youth rebellion, and the influence of science and technology on the economy and 
society. 
 
Sample: 4A 
Score: 8 
 
The thesis of this essay is fully responsive to the prompt, and the student provides substantial evidence for 
both economic and social challenges. The essay shows clear, consistent organization and is well balanced. 
The discussion of the Cold War is linked to both social and economic challenges: fear of communism is 
tied to welfare programs to help the working class and the poor. The response did not merit a score of 9 
because the analysis is less sophisticated than that found in the highest-level essays. It earned more than 
a 7, however, because of the strength of its discussion of social challenges and economics. 
 
Sample: 4B 
Score: 6 
 
This essay’s thesis addresses both social and economic challenges and is supported throughout by 
evidence that is by and large relevant. The organization is effective (the initially unclear mention of 
“mindset” is clarified later) but less sophisticated than that of top-level essays. The information provided is 
appropriate to time and place and offers more than brief coverage of major topics. The essay is reasonably 
well balanced—both challenges are treated during much of the time period. The student links the Cold 
War to Germany, examining the challenge of rebuilding, although the discussion is generalized. No errors 
detract significantly. The essay received a score greater than 5 because its thesis is responsive to the 
prompt, organized around economic/social issues, and reasonably balanced. It did not merit a 7, though, 
owing to a lack of cohesiveness and thin evidence. 
 
Sample: 4C 
Score: 3 
 
The thesis of this essay merely rewords the prompt. Organization is ineffective; sentence content and 
paragraph structure are weak. Overly generalized statements provide very little specific evidence and 
virtually no acceptable analysis. Some of the evidence is out-of-period or not specific to time and place. 
The response does not achieve a score of 4 because it lacks evidence to support its assertions; it received 
more than a 2 because there is nevertheless some specific evidence. 
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