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Question 7 

  
Analyze the ways in which the events of the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic period 
(1789–1815) led people to challenge Enlightenment views of society, politics, and human 
nature. 
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and fully responsive to the question (clearly provides brief introduction of 
Enlightenment thought and how events challenged the three Enlightenment views).  

• Organization is clear with consistent and effective analysis in support of the argument (may 
analyze each event and how they challenged Enlightenment views or may address in separate 
paragraphs). 

• Essay provides a balance between BOTH analyzing the major events of the French Revolution and 
Napoleonic period that challenged the three Enlightenment views proposed before 1789 AND the 
response to those events at some length (response may also include the post-1815 period). 

• Analysis of how previous Enlightenment views were challenged by events that occurred between 
1789 and 1815 are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence. 

• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument; even a “9” need not be flawless. 
 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responsive to the question (provides brief introduction of Enlightenment 
thought and how events challenged the three Enlightenment views).   

• Organization is clear with effective support of the argument but is not consistently followed.  
• Essay provides a balance between BOTH analyzing the major events of the French Revolution and 

Napoleonic period that challenged the three Enlightenment views proposed before 1789 AND the 
response to those events at least briefly (response may also include the post-1815 period). 

• Analysis of how previous Enlightenment views were challenged by events that occurred between 
1789–1815 are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 

• Categories (Enlightenment views) may be conflated even at this level. 
• May contain an error that detracts from the argument. 

 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis is explicit but not fully responsive to the question (may put more emphasis on 
Enlightenment thought or how events challenged Enlightenment views). 

• Organization is apparent and effective in support of the argument but not consistently followed.  
• Essay shows some imbalance; mentions BOTH the events of the French Revolution and Napoleonic 

period that led to challenges to Enlightenment views proposed before 1789 AND the response to 
those events, but may discuss only one (may address only two of the Enlightenment views).  

• Most of the discussion of how previous Enlightenment views were challenged by events that 
occurred between 1789–1815 is supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 

• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 
 

3–2 Points 
• No explicit thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt. 
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance and may completely ignore one of the question’s tasks (analyzing 

the ways the events challenged Enlightenment views OR the response). 
• Only one or two major assertions are supported by relevant evidence. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 



AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY 
2008 SCORING GUIDELINES 

 
Question 7 (continued) 

 
1–0 Points 

• No discernable attempt at a thesis. 
• No discernable organization; may attempt to answer the question but fails to do so.  
• One or none of the major topics suggested by the prompt is mentioned (may suggest a challenge to 

Enlightenment thought but supports it with evidence that is out of the time period). 
• Little or no supporting evidence used. 
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 7 

 
Overview 
 
The intent of the question was to analyze how Enlightenment views concerning society, politics, and 
human nature were challenged both during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic periods and after 
1815. The prompt implicitly required students to have an understanding of prerevolutionary Enlightenment 
thought on the subjects of society, politics, and human nature, and of the period from 1789 to 1815; they 
were expected to analyze the challenges to these Enlightenment views presented by the events of the 
period, both in the specific time frame of 1789–1815 and afterwards. However, most students read the 
question as intending to cover only the period 1789–1815, and this was considered a reasonable reading. 
Hence, it was possible to score in the top category without referring to the post-1815 period, though many 
stronger essays did discuss events after Napoleon’s fall. 
 
Sample: 7A 
Score: 8 
 
This essay has an explicit thesis. Its organization is clear, with consistent and effective analysis. The 
student’s arguments on society and politics are both persuasive and specific in terms of Enlightenment 
views, the French Revolution, and the Napoleonic period. The discussion of Enlightenment views is 
especially solid. No errors detract from the essay. More substantial evidence on human nature would have 
raised the score to 9.  
 
Sample: 7B 
Score: 6 
 
The thesis of this essay is specific. The student refers to three Enlightenment views and makes 
connections, however superficially, to both the French Revolution and the Napoleonic period. The 
argument about human nature—that “people are inherently disposed to do evil”—is minimal. 
 
Sample: 7C 
Score: 4 
 
This essay’s thesis is clear. The student attempts to relate Enlightenment views of society and politics to 
the events of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic period but in the end discusses only society. The 
analysis of Enlightenment views remains underdeveloped, and most of the references to the Napoleonic 
period lack historical context 
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