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Question 2 
 
Evaluate the changes and continuities in women’s public roles during the Renaissance. 
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and fully responsive to the question. 
• Organization is clear, consistently followed, and effective in support of the argument. 

o Essay must explicitly evaluate the changes AND continuities in women’s public roles during 
the Renaissance. 

o Response is in the proper chronological context of the Italian and/or Northern Renaissance and 
may include evidence from the fourteenth to the end of the sixteenth centuries. 

• Essay is well balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at some length. 
o Stronger essays in this category should devote nearly equal attention to both changes AND 

continuities. 
o Essay must primarily address women’s public roles but may mention women’s domestic 

responsibilities and relate them directly to public roles. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by several pieces of relevant and specific evidence. 
• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responsive to the question. 
• Organization is clear and effective in support of the argument but not consistently followed. 

o Essay should evaluate the changes AND continuities in women’s public roles during the 
Renaissance. 

o Response is in the proper chronological context of the Italian and/or Northern Renaissance and 
may include evidence from the fourteenth to the end of the sixteenth centuries. 

• Essay is balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at least briefly. 
o Essays in this category should address both changes AND continuities, though perhaps a little 

unevenly. 
o Essays in this category should address women’s public roles but may also address women’s 

domestic responsibilities and relate them to public roles. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 

o Essays in this category must contain at least two somewhat specific pieces of relevant 
evidence but may also include some generalized evidence. 

• May contain one major error or several minor errors that detract from the argument. 
 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis may be underdeveloped or not fully responsive to the question. 
o In essays in this category, the thesis must move beyond a simple paraphrase of the prompt and 

should address a specific change or continuity. 
• Organization may be unclear but is still effective. 

o Essay should evaluate the changes and/or continuities in women’s public roles during the 
Renaissance. 

o Response should be mostly in the proper chronological context of the Italian and/or Northern 
Renaissance and may include evidence from the fourteenth to the end of the sixteenth 
centuries. 

• Essay shows some unevenness; some major topics suggested by the prompt are neglected. 
o Essays may confuse the public and private roles of women OR focus primarily on women’s 

private roles but must make some effort to address public life. 
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Question 2 (continued) 
 
• Most of the major assertions in the essay are supported by least one piece of relevant evidence. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 

 
3–2 Points 

• May contain a weak thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt.  
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance, and/or may only discuss the private roles of women with little or 

no reference to their public roles.  
o Essays in this category may contain few references to information specific to the Renaissance. 

• Essay may contain little relevant evidence. 
o Essays in this category may contain generalized evidence. 

• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 
 
1–0 Points 

• May contain an exceptionally banal thesis, or there is no discernable attempt at a relevant thesis. 
• Little discernable organization or may be completely off topic. 
• One or none of the major topics suggested by the prompt is mentioned. 

o Essays in this category may be a simple narrative of the Renaissance (without direct mention 
of women’s roles) or an excessively generalized discussion of the roles of women in history 
(women have always been confined to the home, etc.). 

• Little or no supporting evidence is used. 
o Essays in this category may contain historical assertions or highly generalized evidence.  

• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 2 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 8 
 
The thesis in this essay is fully responsive to the question posed. The essay establishes that some women 
gained access to new forms of education during the Renaissance. It also develops an argument about the 
continued suppression of women; elements of this argument are also expressed in the conclusion. The 
essay deals with three distinct developments (humanism, artistic patronage, and social treatises on 
women’s roles). It employs specific evidence (Thomas More, Anna de Medici, and Leon Alberti) and 
devotes substantial attention to both changes and continuities. While this response clearly contains 
specific evidence, it is not as well developed or explicit as in essays that earned a score of 9. 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 5 
 
This essay has a thesis that focuses on the public roles of women. It does not, however, address the 
continuity component of the question. The essay focuses almost exclusively on changes in women’s roles 
during the Renaissance. It contains some evidence, especially related to Christine de Pizan (who, however, 
is not mentioned by name) and Catherine de Medici. The essay did not receive a higher score because it 
omits one central task, namely, evaluating the continuity in women’s public roles. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 2 
 
This essay attempts to relate changes in education during the Renaissance to improvements in the status 
of women. It uses the examples of Elizabeth I and Catherine the Great to substantiate key claims (the 
second example being entirely outside the chronological parameters of the question). While the essay 
provides some appropriate and specific evidence about Elizabeth I, it does not link Elizabeth’s status as a 
leader to her humanistic education as effectively as it should, nor does it situate her within the Northern 
Renaissance. The essay does not address, even implicitly, the question of continuity.  




