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Question 4 
 
Analyze the impact of the major developments of the Commercial Revolution on Europe’s 
economy and society in the period 1650 to 1789.  
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and fully responsive to the question. 
• Organization is clear, consistently followed, and effective in support of the argument. 

o Analyzes the impact of major developments on both economy and society. 
o Essay may place greater emphasis on either the economic or social impact but must deal with 

both effectively. 
o Response is in the proper chronological context. 

• Essay is well balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at some length. 
o The impacts of at least several developments are fully analyzed. 
o Essays in this category must analyze at least one impact on Europe’s economy and one on 

European society (with a third coming from either category). 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of specific evidence. 
• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responsive to the question. 
o May contain some unevenness but should address all elements of the question. 

• Organization is clear and effective in support of the argument but not consistently followed. 
o Analyzes the impact of relevant developments on both economy and society. 
o Essay may place greater emphasis on either the economic or social impact but must deal with 

both; one may be underdeveloped. 
o Response is mostly in the proper chronological context. 

• Essay is balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at least briefly. 
o At least a few developments are analyzed.  
o Essays in this category must analyze at least one impact on Europe’s economy and one on 

European society. 
• Most major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 
• May contain one major error or several minor errors that detract from the argument. 

 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis may be underdeveloped or not fully responsive to the question. 
• Organization may be unclear but is still effective. 

o Addresses the impact of relevant developments on both economy and society. 
o Essays in this category may place nearly exclusive emphasis on either the economic or social 

impact but should mention both. 
o Response may contain material outside the proper chronological context. 

• Essay shows some imbalance. 
o At least one major development is addressed and analyzed. 
o Essays in this category may show how a single development impacted both Europe’s economy 

and society. 
• A major assertion in the essay is supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 4 (continued) 
 
3–2 Points 

• May contain a weak thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt.  
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 

o Addresses the impact of the Commercial Revolution, often in general terms, on Europe’s 
economy and society. 

• Essay shows serious imbalance and/or simply lists developments. 
o Essays in this category may be largely about events that predate or follow the time period of 

the prompt. 
o Essays in this category discuss exclusively either the European economy or European society 

in this period. 
• Essay contains little evidence. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

 
1–0 Points 

• May contain an exceptionally banal thesis, or there is no discernable attempt at a relevant thesis. 
• Little discernable organization. 
• One or none of the major developments suggested by the prompt is mentioned.  

o Essays in this category may contain information that is simply common knowledge or be 
completely off topic (Columbian exchange, etc.). 

o Essays in this category may confuse the terms “economic” and “social.” 
• Little or no supporting evidence is used.  
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 4 
 
Sample: 4A 
Score: 8 
 
This essay contains a good thesis that differentiates the period 1650–1789 from what preceded it. The 
essay focuses on a discussion of surplus goods and the rise of companies. The section on social impact is 
slightly less well developed but still very effective. The essay does a nice job in assessing colonial trade, 
the rise of mercantilism, and the growth of joint-stock companies. The discussion of entrepreneurship and 
capitalism notes their impact on society. 
 
Sample: 4B 
Score: 5 
 
The thesis in this essay is not well developed. While the essay addresses the ways in which certain 
aspects of the Commercial Revolution affected the economies of Europe, it pays little or no attention to the 
social impact. The economic evidence in this essay is quite good, focusing on colonialism, the Navigation 
Acts, urbanization, trade, and so on. Despite these strengths, the response to the social component of the 
question is inadequate. 
 
Sample: 4C 
Score: 3 
 
This essay contains a weak thesis that focuses on the flow of capital from foreign trade into domestic 
markets. Most of the evidence in the essay lacks specificity. The essay also focuses exclusively on the 
economic impact of the Commercial Revolution, without noting the social consequences. 
 
 




