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Question 6 
 
Compare and contrast the crises in state authority that precipitated the French Revolution in 
1789 and the February and October Revolutions in Russia in 1917. 
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and fully responsive to the question. 
• Organization is clear, consistently followed, and effective in support of the argument. 

o Essay must explicitly compare and contrast both the French and Russian Revolutions. 
o Essay must primarily address state authority and the origins of each revolution. 
o Response is in the proper chronological context. 

• Essay is well balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at some length. 
o Stronger essays in this category should devote nearly equal attention to both the French and 

Russian Revolutions. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence. 

o Essays in this category must address several crises in state authority with at least one crisis 
from each of the French and Russian Revolutions. 

• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 
 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is effective and responsive to the question. 
o Theses in this category will address causality and make some attempt at comparing and 

contrasting. 
• Organization is clear and effective in support of the argument but not consistently followed. 

o Essay must compare and contrast BOTH the French and Russian Revolutions. 
o Essay must address state authority and the origins of each revolution. 
o Response is in the proper chronological context. 

• Essay is balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at least briefly. 
o Essays in this category should address BOTH the French and Russian Revolutions. 

• All major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 
o Essays in this category must address at least two crises in state authority with at least one 

crisis from each of the French and Russian Revolutions. 
• May contain one major error or several minor errors that detract from the argument.  

 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis may be underdeveloped or not fully responsive to the question. 
o In essays in this category, the thesis must move beyond a simple paraphrase of the prompt and 

may not simply mention that there were similarities and differences between the revolutions. 
• Organization may be unclear but is still effective. 

o Essay should either compare and/or contrast both the French and Russian Revolutions.  
o Essay should address state authority and the origins of at least one revolution but must still 

address an element of the other revolution. 
o Response should primarily address the proper chronological context but may contain material 

from earlier or later periods. 
• Essay shows some unevenness; some major topics suggested by the prompt are neglected. 
• Most of the major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 6 (continued) 
 
3–2 Points 

• May contain a weak thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt.  
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance and/or may primarily be a simple narrative of the revolution(s). 

o Essays in this category may be unsuccessful in comparing or contrasting the revolutions. 
o Essays in this category may address only one of the revolutions. 

• Essay may contain little relevant evidence. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

 
1–0 Points 

• May contain an exceptionally banal thesis, or there is no discernable attempt at a relevant thesis. 
• Little discernable organization or may be completely off topic. 
• One or both of the major topics suggested by the prompt is mentioned, but only superficially. 

o Essays in this category may exclusively be simple narratives of one or both of the revolutions. 
• Little or no supporting evidence is used.  
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 6 
 
Sample: 6A 
Score: 8 
 
This essay contains a sophisticated thesis that addresses specific state crises in both the French and 
Russian contexts. The use of examples and evidence is economical but quite effective. The essay 
discusses both long- and short-term crises of state authority and uses correct examples to substantiate 
major points. The links between specific problems and crises of state authority are not as well developed 
as they might be, but overall this is an effective and tightly structured essay. 
 
Sample: 6B 
Score: 4 
 
This essay has an underdeveloped thesis but, nonetheless, addresses the fiscal problems and crises that 
preceded the French and Russian Revolutions. These problems imply a crisis in state authority without 
stating this point explicitly. While the discussion of the French fiscal crisis is generally effective, the 
assessment of the Russian situation in the Russo–Japanese War and the First World War is less so. The 
second half of the essay is off task. 
 
Sample: 6C 
Score: 1 
 
This essay has a thesis that merely restates the question. The discussion of the French Revolution is 
confused chronologically, and the assessment of the Russian Revolution is vague. The second part of the 
essay deals with consequences as opposed to causes and with the issue of the crisis in state authority. 
 




