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Question 7 
 

Analyze the effects of nationalism on the Austrian Empire in the period 1815 to 1914. 
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and fully responsive to the question. 
• Organization is clear, consistently followed, and effective in support of the argument. 

o Essay must explicitly analyze the impact of nationalism on the Austrian Empire. 
o Essay must address several ethnic/national groups within and/or outside the Austrian Empire 

(this may include Austrians themselves or the impact of Italian, German/Prussian, Russian, or 
Ottoman nationalism). 

o Response is in the proper chronological context (1815–1914) and addresses effects in several 
different periods. 

• Essay is well balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at some length. 
o Stronger essays in this category should analyze multiple effects of nationalism on the Austrian 

Empire. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by several pieces of relevant evidence for at least 

two ethnic/national groups within and/or outside the Austrian Empire. 
• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responsive to the question. 
o Theses in this category will address more than one effect of nationalism on the Austrian 

Empire. 
• Organization is clear and effective in support of the argument but not consistently followed. 

o Essay must analyze the impact of nationalism on the Austrian Empire. 
o Essay must address a few ethnic/national groups within and/or outside the Austrian Empire. 
o Response is in the proper chronological context (1815–1914) and addresses effects in a few 

different periods. 
• Essay is balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at least briefly. 

o Stronger essays in this category should analyze some effects of nationalism on the Austrian 
Empire. 

• All major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence for at 
least two ethnic/national groups within and/or outside the Austrian Empire. 

• May contain one major error or several minor errors that detract from the argument. 
 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis may be underdeveloped or not fully responsive to the question. 
o In essays in this category, the thesis must move beyond a simple paraphrase of the prompt and 

should address a specific effect of nationalism on the Austrian Empire. 
• Organization may be unclear but is still effective. 

o Essay must address the impact of nationalism on the Austrian Empire. 
o Essays in this category may focus primarily on one ethnic group within and/or outside the 

Austrian Empire and merely mention others. 
o Response should mostly be in the proper chronological context (1815–1914) and may only 

address effects in one specific period. 
• Essay shows some unevenness; some major topics suggested by the prompt are covered 

superficially. 
o Essays in this category should analyze an effect of nationalism. 
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Question 7 (continued) 
 
• Most of the major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence 

for at least one ethnic group within and/or outside the Austrian Empire. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 

 
3–2 Points 

• May contain a weak thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt.  
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 

o Essays in this category should attempt to be in the proper chronological context or may 
address an effect from a specific period very generally. 

• Essay shows serious imbalance and/or may only discuss the ethnic/national composition of the 
Austrian Empire without linking it to nationalism. 

• Essay may contain little relevant evidence. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

 
1–0 Points 

• May contain an exceptionally banal thesis, or there is no discernable attempt at a relevant thesis. 
• Little discernable organization or may be completely off topic. 
• One or none of the major topics suggested by the prompt is mentioned. 

o Essays in this category may simply offer generalized statements about nationalism in the 
period 1815–1914 or deal primarily with the twentieth century. 

• Little or no supporting evidence is used. 
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 7 
 
Sample: 7A 
Score: 9 
 
This essay contains an explicit and fully responsive thesis that notes the need for the rulers of the Austrian 
Empire to suppress nationalism in order to preserve imperial unity. The essay discusses Austria’s rise as a 
European power and shows how nationalism became a catalyst for the breakup of the empire. The essay 
focuses on multiple expressions of Austrian nationalism—under Metternich in 1815 and 1848, in the late 
nineteenth century in the Balkans, and finally in 1914—along with sophisticated analyses of these 
examples.  
 
Sample: 7B 
Score: 5 
 
This essay contains a solid thesis addressing ethnic fragmentation in the Austrian Empire. The second 
part of the thesis on ethnic unity and expansion is unclear. The essay treats ethnic diversity effectively and 
supplies a useful discussion of the Magyars. The discussion of Austro-Hungarian expansionism in the 
Balkans is confused. The essay provides some specific evidence on Magyars, but it conflates other ethnic 
groups in places. The evidence on Austro-Hungarian unity is confused. This is a good example of an essay 
that addresses only one consequence of nationalism. 
 
Sample: 7C 
Score: 3 
 
This essay contains a weak thesis that ineffectively describes the connections between nationalism and 
ethnic hostility and the effects of nationalism as a reason for the First World War. The discussion of reform 
and the desire to maintain Austrian power under Metternich works as a general discussion of the effects of 
nationalism in the early nineteenth century. The analysis of the First World War and nationalism is 
undeveloped.  
 




