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Question 4 

Analyze the ways in which the two works, Perugino’s Christ Delivering the Keys of the 
Kingdom to Saint Peter (1481–1483) and Michelangelo’s David (1501–1504), represent the 
values of Italian Renaissance culture. 

9–8 Points 
• The essay provides a sophisticated thesis that is clearly stated and addresses BOTH pieces of art 

and Renaissance cultural values. 
• The organization is clear. 
• The essay is well balanced and connects BOTH Perugino and Michelangelo to at least TWO or 

more Renaissance values. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by MULTIPLE pieces of relevant evidence. 
• The essay may contain some errors that do not detract from the argument. 

7–6 Points 
• The essay provides a good thesis that is clearly stated and addresses BOTH pieces of art and 

Renaissance cultural values. 
• The organization is clear and effective. 
• The essay is well balanced with BOTH Perugino and Michelangelo connected to at least ONE 

Renaissance value. 
• Assertions in the essay are supported by at least TWO pieces of evidence. 
• The essay may contain minor errors. 

5–4 Points 
• The essay provides an adequate thesis that is clearly stated but uneven, OR the thesis restates the 

question. 
• The organization is unbalanced and not necessarily effective. The essay tends to focus on Perugino 

and ONE or more Renaissance values or focuses primarily on Michelangelo and ONE or more 
Renaissance value. 

• The primary focus of the essay is on Renaissance values with little or no application of the pieces of 
art to these values. 

• Major assertions are supported by at least ONE piece of evidence. 
• The essay tends to read as factual narrative with little analysis. 
• The essay may contain minor errors. 

3–2 Points 
• The essay provides no thesis or just restates the question. 
• The organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• The essay shows serious imbalance.  
• Statements are superficial, vague and general. 
• The essay contains little historical proof or evidence. 
• The essay may contain several errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 4 (continued) 

1–0 Points 
• The essay provides no thesis. 
• The essay is poorly organized. 
• The essay is off task and irrelevant. 
• There is little or no supporting evidence. 
• The essay contains major errors. 
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Question 4 — Historical Background Notes 

This question is straightforward in delivering its task, asking students to tie two differing art types 
(painting and sculpture) to the values of the Italian Renaissance. Each of the noted texts makes an effort to 
discuss this topic at some length. The texts address the basic values of the Italian Renaissance as being: 
• humanism (some refer to it as “Christian” humanism) — the art of studying the classics left by the 

Greeks and the Romans to learn what they revealed about human nature. Humanism emphasized 
human beings and their achievements, interests and capabilities. Those texts that refer to Christian 
humanism add the concept of using the classics to reveal their prophetic meanings toward 
Christianity. 

• individualism — the attitude of stressing personality, unique genius and full development of one’s 
capabilities and talents. Individualism includes a thirst for fame, the quest for glory, a driving ambition 
and a burning desire for success. 

• secularism — focus on the material world instead of the eternal world of spirit. Secular thinking tends 
to find the ultimate explanation of everything and the final end of human beings within the limits of 
what the senses can discover. Secularism places heavy emphasis on the here and now. 

Within a framework of the noted values, two works of art are offered as models to show how the people of 
the times interpreted these ideas in their daily lives. Renaissance humanists used their knowledge and 
love of the classic to influence their poetry, historical views and philosophy. All the texts note individuals 
such as Petrarch (law, language and poetry), Quirini (demeaned the Turks and the East while praising the 
works of the Greeks and Romans), and Pico (saw man as able to master his world while rising to near 
angelic status). These men and others brought religious piety and patriotism to a shifting world. The texts 
note that the established Church was losing temporal power, and both of the works of art presented for 
consideration clearly demonstrate a secular rise at the expense of the Church. 

The age saw a shifting of power from religious leaders to individual and secular leaders. Most texts 
reference Cesare Borgia’s military and political aid to Pope Alexander VI along with ties to Machiavelli. 
Italian politics demonstrated the ability of powerful men (families), such as the Medici and Sforza, to 
dominate the weaker entities of their times. Individuals such as Savonarola are shown to utilize 
individualism to show high morals, while Alberti, Vasari, Castiglione and Cellini demonstrate distinctive 
personalities and talents that lie outside traditional Church-held values left over from the medieval period. 

What is necessary is that students recognize the traditional Renaissance values and link them to the works 
of art utilizing the abundant examples provided by the texts. 

Note: Several of the texts mention that “religious” ideas of the Italian Renaissance extend to the 
Reformation. Thus students may tend to drift into this time frame with their references. However, they 
must not lose focus, and the terms of the question clearly state Italian Renaissance. 
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Question 4 

Sample: 4A 
Score: 9 

This essay provides a sophisticated thesis and discusses both Perugino and Michelangelo. It provides 
multiple examples illustrating Renaissance values and offers insightful analysis. It demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of how Renaissance art represented Renaissance values. Four values are discussed in 
detail, as opposed to the required two. It is a sophisticated, well-written essay. 

Sample: 4B 
Score: 7 

This essay provides a good thesis and discusses both Perugino and Michelangelo. It applies the artwork of 
Perugino to two Renaissance values, but it applies the artwork of Michelangelo to only one Renaissance 
value. The essay’s assertions are supported by historical examples and explanations. The essay earned a 
score of 7 because of its depth and sophistication. It has a reasonably sophisticated treatment of Perugino.  

Sample: 4C 
Score: 4 

This essay provides a weak, problematic thesis that is only partially correct. It alludes to Renaissance 
values but does not articulate any of these values by name until the second page. There is a brief reference 
to David, but there is no application of Perugino to Renaissance values. The essay does not provide a 
sufficiently thorough treatment of Renaissance values, Michelangelo or Perugino. However, there is at 
least an attempt to relate values to the artwork. 
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