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Question 2 

Analyze the ways in which European monarchs used both the arts and the sciences to 
enhance state power in the period circa 1500–1800. 

9–8 Points 
• The thesis explicitly identifies ways in which European monarchs used the arts and the sciences 

to enhance state power in the period circa 1500–1800. Thesis does not need to be found in the 
opening paragraph. 

• The organization is clear, consistently followed and effective in support of the argument. 
• May devote individual paragraphs to an examination of the use by monarchs of the arts and 

the sciences to enhance state power. 
• May identify individual monarchs and consider how each ruler used the arts and/or the 

sciences to enhance state power; does not have to present both categories for each 
monarch. 

• The essay is well balanced; the ways in which monarchs used the arts and the sciences to 
enhance state power are analyzed at some length. Essay covers a broad chronological time period 
and more than a single monarch. 

• Major assertions in the essay are supported thoroughly and consistently by relevant evidence. 
Evidence of the arts may prove more specific or concrete. 

• The essay may contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

7–6 Points 
• The thesis explicitly identifies ways in which European monarchs used the arts and the sciences 

to enhance state power in the period circa 1500–1800 but may not be fully developed. 
• The organization is clear and effective in support of the argument but may introduce evidence that 

is not pertinent to the task. 
• The essay covers all major topics suggested by the prompt but may analyze a particular topic, time 

period, state or monarch in greater depth rather than in a balanced manner. 
• Major assertions in the essay are supported by relevant evidence. 
• The essay may contain an error that detracts from the argument. 

5–4 Points 
• The thesis identifies ways in which monarchs used the arts and the sciences to enhance state 

power, but without any development; thesis may address only part of the question effectively; 
thesis may be a simple, single-sentence statement. 

• The organization is clear but may not be consistently followed; essay may veer off task 
chronologically or thematically, or both. 

• The essay may not complete all tasks: 
• May discuss only the arts OR the sciences. 
• May discuss only a narrow chronology. 
• May focus on one monarch. 
• May be primarily descriptive rather than analytical. 

• The essay offers some relevant evidence. 
• The essay may contain errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 2 (continued) 

3–2 Points 
• The thesis may simply paraphrase the prompt or identify the ways in which European monarchs 

used the arts and the sciences without linking to the enhancement of state power. 
• The organization is unclear and ineffective; essay may focus on the personal attributes of some 

European monarchs rather than the use of the arts and the sciences to enhance state power. 
• The essay shows serious imbalance; discussion of the ways in which European monarchs used the 

arts and sciences to enhance state power is superficial; much of the information may be 
significantly out of the time period of the question. 

• The essay offers minimal or confused evidence. 
• The essay may contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

1–0 Points 
• The thesis is erroneous, irrelevant or absent. 
• There is no effective organization evident. 
• The discussion is generic. 
• The essay provides little or no relevant supporting evidence. 
• The essay may contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 2 — Historical Background Notes 

Central elements of the question 
• Analyze — determine the component parts; examine their nature and relationship. 
• European monarchs — aside from the accepted royal dynasties, textbooks and students treat some 

popes as secular political leaders. Despots of some Renaissance city-states (the Sforza and de Medici) 
are also often treated as single rulers. 

• The arts — textbooks are in agreement regarding the dominant artistic styles for the period 1500–1800 
as Renaissance, Baroque, Rococo and Neoclassicism. 

• The sciences — consideration of the physical and the social sciences appears in a number of essays. 
Aside from discussions of the Scientific Revolution, students are likely to focus much of their analysis 
on the application of scientific knowledge (technology) or the application of Enlightenment ideals for 
the benefit of royal or state power, or both. The textbooks are in some respects less specific about 
technological developments (military, navigational/cartographic, agricultural/industrial) explicitly 
linked to European monarchs. 

• State power — textbooks treat royal authority in symbolic terms (usually in the discussion of the use of 
the arts) and political/military/coercive terms (usually in their discussion of the use of the sciences, 
sometimes when considering the architecture of palaces). 

• Circa 1500–1800 — periodization is often a challenge to many students. The phrasing of the question 
suggests that some flexibility is allowed when setting standards. The second half of the 15th century, 
circa 1450–1500, encompassed the Renaissance and the start of European exploration of the Atlantic 
and Indian Ocean basins and contains legitimate evidence for the question. The closing date, circa 
1800, suggests that students who discuss policies enacted during the Napoleonic Era by monarchs are 
providing appropriate information for the question. 

Books consulted 
Hunt, The Making of the West Since 1340 — Peoples and Cultures, third edition (2009) 
Kagan, The Western Heritage, ninth edition (2007) 
McKay, A History of Western Society Since 1300, ninth edition (2008) 
Palmer, A History of the Modern World, ninth edition  (2002)
Spielvogel, Western Civilization Since 1300, seventh edition (2009) 
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Question 2 

Overview 

This question required students to consider a relatively familiar issue in early modern Europe  
(c. 1500–c. 1800), the rise of the state and state power and, from the perspective of cultural and social 
history, the use of the arts and the sciences. The crucial issue was students’ ability to establish an explicit 
link between the enhancement of state power and the ways in which monarchs used the arts and the 
sciences to attain such an objective. All major textbooks dwell in some detail on the use of symbolic 
power, citing Louis XIV and the establishment of his court at Versailles as the embodiment of such 
authority. Some textbooks also provide information on the Escorial, the Schonbrunn and the Peterhof 
palaces. The commissioning of works of art by the monarchs of Europe and their role as patrons of art are 
examined in major textbooks at varying length, though the relationship between monarchs and the 
sciences is usually treated with less depth. 

Sample: 2A 
Score: 9 

The thesis of this essay addresses the entire question in a balanced manner; the analysis is extensive and 
well supported with relevant evidence. The student demonstrates an understanding of a wide 
chronological period. The essay fulfills all the requirements of the question. It is particularly strong in that it 
starts with an understanding of the concept of state power and then analyzes how the monarchs used the 
arts and the sciences to achieve their goal. 

Sample: 2B
Score: 7 

The thesis of this essay is responsive to the question, although not developed fully. The analysis of the 
ways in which European monarchs used the sciences is more successful than the analysis of the use of the 
arts, although both are treated competently. The discussion of the use of the arts suggests some lack of 
understanding of the subject. The analysis of both topics is not sufficiently balanced and some assertions 
are not effectively supported, so the essay did not merit a higher score. The essay does, however, provide 
greater analytical insight and supporting evidence than did essays that earned a score of 6. 

Sample: 2C
Score: 2 

The thesis of this essay is largely a restatement of the question. The discussion of the use of the arts and 
the sciences hints at links (decoration of public buildings, patronage) but fails to provide supporting 
evidence. The essay notes the significance of technological developments (telescopes, maps, compass) 
and patronage for the sciences without effectively linking them to the enhancement of state power. There 
is minimal supporting evidence for statements in the essay. However, the essay does provide a thesis in 
the closing paragraph that partially answers the question (patronage of the arts) and shows some 
conceptual understanding, though with minimal evidence. 
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