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Question 4 
 

Contrast Renaissance Florence with Reformation Geneva with respect to religion, 
government, and everyday life.  
 
9–8 points 

• Thesis contrasts the two cities. 
• Organization is clear and effective (e.g., juxtaposes differences between the two cities side by 

side).  
• Essay addresses all three components of the question: religion, government, daily life. 
• All major assertions are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence. 
• Both cities are contrasted with respect to all three topics: religion, government, daily life.   
• Essay analyzes the differences identified and places them in historical context. 
• Essay may contain some minor errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
7–6 points 

• Thesis contrasts the two cities. 
• Organization is clear and effective (e.g., juxtaposes differences between the two cities side by 

side).  
• Essay addresses both cities with respect to at least two components: religion, government or daily 

life.  
• Essay makes an attempt to analyze the differences and place them in historical context. 
• Essay may contain minor errors. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
5–4 points 

• Attempted thesis may simply restate the prompt.  
• Organization if simplistic or ineffective (e.g., one paragraph on Florence and one paragraph on 

Geneva).   
• An attempt is made to show some contrasts between cities, but the coverage of the three 

components is uneven. 
• Essay does not attempt to analyze or contextualize the differences; tends to read as factual 

narrative. 
• Essay may contain minor errors. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
3–2 points 

• Thesis is missing or just restates the prompt.   
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance; may address only one city. 
• Essay contains some supporting evidence. 
• Essay may contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1–0 points 

• Thesis is missing. 
• Essay is poorly organized. 
• Essay is off task or not responsive to the prompt. 
• There is little or no supporting evidence. 
• Essay contains major errors. 
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Question 4 
 
Sample: 4A 
Score: 9 
 
The essay has an insightful and sophisticated thesis that addresses both Florence and Geneva. The 
organization is clear, juxtaposing Florence and Geneva side by side and allowing the reader to clearly see the 
differences. The essay analyzes all three components of the question — religion, government and daily life — 
and presents multiple pieces of relevant evidence in support of the argument regarding each component. 
The essay goes beyond a mere recognition of the differences between the two cities to demonstrate an 
awareness of the historical events and processes that accounted for these differences. The solid analysis, 
multiple supporting examples and overall sophistication earned this essay the maximum score of 9. 
 
Sample: 4B 
Score: 5 
 
The attempted thesis in the introductory and concluding paragraphs is a restatement of the question. The 
essay does adequately address all three components of the question in the body paragraphs, albeit in a 
general and unsophisticated manner. Some of the points of contrast developed in the discussion are based on 
factual errors (for example, the claim that Geneva had a monarch) or overgeneralizations (for example, the 
claim that “Northern art” is “very flat and two dimensional”), but other points of contrast are valid. The essay 
did not merit a score of 6 because of the overall shortage of supporting evidence, the presence of errors and 
misinterpretations that detract from the argument, and the lack of well-developed analysis of the reasons 
behind the major differences. On the other hand, the essay earned higher than a score of 4 because it is 
clearly organized, attempts to contrast the two cities side by side using all three components of the question, 
and shows awareness of some of the main differences. 
 
Sample: 4C 
Score: 1 
 
The thesis attempt is merely a wordy restatement of the question. The references to Martin Luther and 
Henry VIII are off task. The discussion of Renaissance Florence is basic, idealized and often factually 
incorrect (for example, in the suggestion that the “worship” of the human body in Florence replaced 
Christianity). There is no supporting evidence for Geneva, and only the reference to the rise of the Florentine 
merchant class and merchants’ role as patrons of the arts is valid. The lack of a thesis and the general, 
simplistic and often confused nature of the discussion prevented the essay from earning a score of 2, but the 
two pieces of correct information for Florence merited a score of 1. 
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