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Question 7 
 
Analyze the ways in which Western European nations have pursued European economic and 
political integration from 1945 to the present, referring to at least two nations. 
 
9–8 points 

• Thesis explicitly addresses both economic and political integration. 
• Essay is organized, clearly developing both parts of the question. 
• At least two countries are referred to specifically and accurately connected to integration issue. 
• Essay uses multiple pieces of specific evidence to support claims for both economic and political 

integration. 
• Essay may contain errors that do not detract from argument. 

 
7–6 points 

• Thesis refers to both economic and political integration. 
• Essay is organized; economic and political integration issues are covered with a few examples but 

may be somewhat uneven. 
• Two countries are accurately referred to but with uneven connection to integration issues. 
• Essay uses a few examples of specific evidence to support both economic and political integration 

but may be uneven. 
• Essay may contain an error that detracts from argument. 

 
5–4 points 

• Thesis may only address one aspect of European integration or may only be contextual. 
• Organization is clear, but there may be significant imbalance in the treatment of economic and 

political integration. 
• Essay refers to two European countries relevantly, but one assertion may not be completely 

accurate. 
• Essay supports claims for economic or political integration with specific evidence. 
• Essay may contain a few errors that detract from argument. 

 

 
3–2 points 

• There is no explicit thesis, or one that merely paraphrases the question or is a generic response. 
• Structure is disorganized, with minimal treatment of either economic or political integration, or 

completely omits one. 
• Essay refers to only one specific country accurately. 
• Essay supports only one or two claims with relevant specific evidence. 
• Essay may contain several errors that detract from argument. 

 
1–0 points 

• There is no discernible attempt at a thesis or a completely inadequate attempt. 
• There is no clear attempt to organize the essay in a manner that addresses the question. 
• Essay makes little or no attempt to use relevant specific evidence. 
• Essay may contain numerous errors that detract from argument. 
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Question 7 (continued) 
 

Historical Background 
 

Dates of treaties refer to when the treaty was signed. 
 
Economic Integration 
 
Marshall Plan (1947–1952) was a United States program to help European reconstruction after the Second 
World War. 
 

• Organization for European Economic Cooperation (OEEC) administered the plan and coordinated
 the economic policies of member states. 

• $13.15 billion in U.S. aid was sent to Europe under the plan. 
• The plan contributed to rapid economic recovery in recipient countries and helped promote the 

beginnings of economic integration. 

 

 
Benelux customs union (1948) abolished tariff barriers among the Low Countries.  
 
Franco-German Coal and Steel Pact (1950) was led by economist Jean Monnet and French foreign minister 
Robert Schuman. Schuman Declaration (1950) called for a supranational organization of European states. 
 
European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), created by Treaty of Paris (1951), eliminated trade barriers 
among the coal and steel industries of Germany, France, Benelux countries and Italy. The same members 
created the European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) in 1957. 
 
Treaty of Rome (1957) established the European Economic Community (EEC or Common Market, later 
called the European Community or EC), which initially consisted of France, West Germany, Benelux and 
Italy. 
 

• Treaty created a free market, eliminated tariffs among member states, and declared the intention 
to establish a common tariff toward all other nations (accomplished by 1968). 

• EEC/EC also coordinated social and economic policies among member states. 
• Great Britain, Ireland and Denmark joined the EEC in 1973; Greece, in 1981; Spain and Portugal, 

in 1986. 
• EEC/EC eventually became largest single trading bloc in the world, accounting for more than 

20 percent of world economic output. 

 

 

 
Schengen Agreement (1985) allowed for travel without passports among several Western European countries 
(later expanded and folded into the structure of the European Union). 

 

 
Single European Act (1987) was ratified by the parliamentary bodies of all member states and called for the 
following: 
 

• a common monetary unit, the euro 
• free movement of goods, labor, capital and services 
• coordination of social welfare policies and charter of labor rights 
• common production standards 
• uniform tax rates 
• recognition of each other’s professional licensing 
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Question 7 (continued) 
 

Historical Background (continued) 
 

 
Several European Free Trade Area (EFTA) nations joined the 12 EC nations in 1991 to create the European 
Economic Area. 
 
Treaty of European Union (Maastricht Treaty, 1992) confirmed the arrangements of the Single European 
Act and created the European Union (EU), establishing the following: 
 

• a stronger central banking system (European Monetary Institute) 
• a common defense system 
• common social policies regarding immigration and labor practices 

 
More countries eventually joined the EU: Austria, Finland and Sweden (1995); Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Cyprus and Malta (2004); Romania and Bulgaria 
(2007). 

 
In 1999 the euro was established as a virtual currency for settling financial accounts. In 2002 euro notes 
and coins were issued, replacing several national currencies in Western Europe.  
 
Political Integration 
 
Council of Europe was created in Strasbourg in 1948: 
 

• Could not pass binding legislation but could provide forums for discussion. 
• Mission was to uphold individual and political freedom and rule by law. 
• Human Rights Commission began to hear petitions regarding violations. 

 
NATO, a defensive alliance among Western European countries and the United States, was established in 
1949 primarily as a counter to the perceived threat of the Soviet bloc. 

 
In 1967 ECSC, EEC and Euratom were combined into the European Community. In the 1970s and 1980s 
the EC was more of an intergovernmental organization than a supranational entity; this trend was 
heightened by increased diversity of its member countries. 
 
In 1979 citizens of member nations began voting directly for candidates to the European Parliament, but 
the Parliament’s influence as a legislature did not grow significantly. 
 
The EU is currently moving from an intergovernmental role toward a supranational one, opening the way 
for greater political integration. The Treaty on European Union (Maastricht Treaty) required member 
nations to demonstrate acceptable standards of democratic government and human rights. The treaty also 
introduced the idea of European citizenship. In addition to aspects of the treaty listed in the section on 
economic integration above, the treaty also included the following: 
 

• Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) 
• provisions for police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters 
• expansion of the role of the European Parliament  
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Question 7 (continued) 
 

Historical Background (continued) 
 

In 2005 the European Parliament ratified a new constitution to streamline decision making and better 
coordinate economic, employment, diplomatic and defense policies, but several member countries held 
referenda that rejected the proposed constitution. 
 
In 2007 France and Germany produced a simplified version for ratification. 
 
Summary of EU governing structure: 
 

• Council of the European Union is the main decision-making body. It represents the member states. 
• European Parliament represents the people and shares legislative and budgetary power with the 

council. 
• European Commission represents the common interests of the EU and is the prime executive body 

ensuring implementation of policy.  
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Question 7 
 

Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to assess students’ understanding of the process of Western European 
integration from 1945 to the present. The question required students to organize their response according 
to two analytic categories — economic and political — and to support their analysis with specific 
evidence. The question did not require students to address issues such as the desirability, causes or 
success of Western European integration but left this possibility open. 

 
Sample: 7A 
Score: 8 
 
The thesis, developed in the introduction and recapitulated in the conclusion, addresses all parts of the 
question, referring to both economic and political integration. The essay shows nuanced understanding 
both of economic developments contributing to integration (Marshall Plan, creation of the European Union, 
Maastricht Treaty, introduction of the euro) and of political developments (UN’s role, NATO and its 
evolution, EU cultural developments, immigration polices). The essay also shows an appreciation of some 
of the long-term changes in European politics brought about by integration (for instance, the 
disappearance of the historical rivalry between France and Germany). There is specific and appropriate 
use of examples from Great Britain, France and West Germany. 
 
Sample: 7B 
Score: 6 
 
The thesis, stated in the introduction, is generic but is supplemented in the conclusion with some 
specifics. Economic aspects of integration are clearly and chronologically laid out (European Coal and Steel 
Community/ECSC, European Economic Community/EEC, Treaty of Rome, Treaty of Maastricht, creation of 
the euro). Political developments are more weakly treated, with the essay focusing more on institutions 
established primarily to provide Cold War–era stability rather than foster Western European integration 
(NATO, Helsinki Accords) and an emphasis on developments that marked setbacks in the integration 
process (France’s withdrawal from NATO and opposition of Britain’s entry into the EEC under De Gaulle). 
The essay uses examples from France and Great Britain. 
 
Sample: 7C 
Score: 2 
 
The attempted thesis is unclear and does not address the question directly; it only outlines in very general 
terms the post-1945 context that made integration necessary or desirable. The essay does not address 
political developments adequately — for example, the creation of the UN is not used effectively or 
accurately as an example of integration. Economic issues are also not adequately addressed (only the 
creation of the euro is used appropriately; the mention of a 150-nation “trade union” might be a reference 
to the WTO and is thus not directly relevant to the question). The essay uses France and Spain as 
examples but in a somewhat arbitrary fashion, failing to explain why these two countries are chosen. 
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