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Question 4 
 

Analyze the differences in the ideas held by various Enlightenment figures concerning the roles of women 
in European society.  
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit, fully responsive to the question, and clearly addresses at least two distinct ideas. 
• Organization is clear, consistently followed, and effective in support of the argument. 
• Essay is well balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are all covered at some length. 
• All major assertions about differences in the essay are supported by multiple pieces of relevant 

evidence that relate specifically to women’s roles. 
• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responsive to the question and clearly addresses at least two distinct ideas. 
• Organization is clear, effective in support of the argument, but may not be consistently followed. 
• Essay is balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at least briefly. 
• All major assertions about differences in the essay are supported by at least two pieces of 

relevant evidence that relate specifically to women’s roles. 
• May contain an error that detracts from the argument.  

 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and sufficiently addresses distinct ideas on women’s roles but may use 
nonspecific language in responding to the question. 

• Organization is clear and effective in support of the argument, but it is not consistently followed. 
• Essay shows some imbalance; one idea may be more fully developed than the other. 
• Most of the major assertions about differences in the essay are supported by at least one piece of 

relevant evidence that relate generally to women’s roles. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 

 
3–2 Points 

• No explicit thesis or a thesis that merely repeats or paraphrases the prompt, may address only one 
idea. 

• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance; most major topics suggested by the prompt are neglected. 
• Only one or two major assertions about differences are supported by at least one piece of relevant 

evidence that may relate to women’s roles. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

 
1–0 Points 

• No discernible attempt at a thesis, addresses only one idea, or none. 
• No discernible organization. 
• Only one or none of the major topics suggested by the prompt are mentioned. 
• Little or no supporting evidence is used to demonstrate different ideas of women’s roles or to name 

one Enlightenment figure with no specific details or ideas relating to women’s roles. 
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 

  



AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY 
2014 SCORING GUIDELINES  

 

© 2014 The College Board.  
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 

Question 4 (continued) 
 

Historical Background 
 
The question asks for an essay about the differences of more than one idea held by Enlightenment figures 
about the roles of women in European society. The task requires knowledge of figures from the European 
Enlightenment and the ability to articulate those figures’ different ideas of women’s roles. An essay may 
assert that the legacy of the Enlightenment is ambivalent in that: 
 a) many (or most) Enlightenment figures argued that the principles of liberty, equality, and 

emphasis on reason should be extended to women, and that women ought to have greater access 
to education, intellectual life, and perhaps even a degree of political equality with men 
b) on the other hand, other Enlightenment figures offered new arguments for the exclusion of 
women from the public sphere, based on emerging bourgeois ideas of domesticity or “natural” 
differences between the sexes. 

 

 
Generally accepted dates for the period of the Age of the Enlightenment, an international and 
cosmopolitan intellectual and cultural movement with regional and national particularities, range from the 
late 17th (1690) through the 18th century (1789), although some textbooks (e.g., Hunt’s Making of the West) 
examine the period from 1750–1789. With a singularly secular focus, a large number of figures wrote on 
reforming governments, and especially the individual’s liberties under those governments, in publications 
addressed to “the publick.” Gender is but one of the many topics considered by Enlightenment figures; 
specifically, writings on traditional gender roles considered not only political and civil rights, but also 
education, vocation, literature, the arts, mathematics, physics, and so on. Gender is, however, a topic 
unevenly attended by Enlightenment figures — not all considered gender specifically in their writings, but 
may have offered passing commentary about the nature of women. Women also authored some of the 
Enlightenment canon in a variety of fields. 
 
Those who wrote specifically on the nature of women or on women’s roles tended to reinforce traditional 
ideas based on “natural” (biological) differences or criticized as inferior those writers who advocated the 
inclusion of women in intellectual and other academic affairs. Such figures maintained various views, 
which ranged from allowing and encouraging women and young girls to pursue an education, to 
promoting equality of the sexes in economic and political life, to pointing out the contradictions of writers 
who advocated for being freed from arbitrary or absolute governments while maintaining a similar kind of 
control over women. 
 
Relevant Historical Figures 
 
The following alphabetical list of some prominent Enlightenment figures offers a quick reference of points 
of view concerning the roles of women in European society. An asterisk (*) denotes an Enlightenment 
figure who did not explicitly write or speak on the roles of women, but whose views can be broadly 
interpreted to fall into a certain category. Placement into a category is based on a preponderance of 
writings from a figure; an essay could successfully argue for a figure’s placement in a different category by 
using specific evidence. 
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Question 4 (continued) 
 
Inclusive view/Progressive 
ideas 
 
d'Alembert, Jean-Baptiste le 
Rond 
Astell, Mary 
Catherine the Great* 
Cavendish, Lady Margaret 
Châtelet, Emilie 
Christina, Queen of Sweden 
Coffeehouses/Debate Societies 

• Adkins, Elizabeth/Moll King 
• Carlisle House 
• Female Congress 
• Female Parliament 
• La Belle Assemblee 

 

 
Condorcet, Nicolas 
Czartoryska, Zofia 
De Gouges, Olympe 
Franklin, Benjamin 
Herder, Johann Gottfried* 
Kauffman, Angelica 
Macaulay, Catharine 
Maria Theresa* 
Montagu, Lady Mary Wortley 
Montesquieu, Baron de 
Salon/Salonnières  

• Beaumer, Mme. 
• Gacon-Dufour, Mme. 
• Geoffrin, Marie-Therese 
• Herz, Henriette 
• Lespinasse, Jeanne-Julie 
• Le Journal des Dames 
• Maine, Duchesse 
• Maintenon, Mme. 
• Necker, Suzanne 
• Poisson, Jeanne-Antionette 
• Pompadour, Mme. 
• Puisseux, Mme. 
• Rambouillet, Catherine 
• Récamier, Jeanne-Françoise 
• Sevigne, Mme. 

de Staël, Germaine 
Smith, Adam* 
Smith, Charlotte Turner 
Wollstonecraft, Mary 

 

Mixed view/Limited 
support 

Beccaria, Cesare 
Diderot, Denis 
Encyclopédie 
Hobbes, Thomas 
Hume, David* 
Locke, John 
Voltaire 

 

Exclusive view/Separate 
spheres 

d’Holbach (Paul-Henri Thiery) 
Jefferson, Thomas 
Kant, Immanuel 
Napoleon, Bonaparte 
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques 
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Question 4 
 
Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to have students analyze more than one idea held by one Enlightenment 
figure, and more than one idea held by at least one other Enlightenment figure concerning the roles of 
women in European society. The task required students to identify historical figures from the European 
Enlightenment and discuss those figures’ different ideas of women’s roles in society. Although not 
specifically required, the question provided students with an opportunity to contrast the ideas of those 
Enlightenment thinkers who argued for extending liberty and equality to women and emphasized reason, 
education, etc. with the ideas of those Enlightenment thinkers who offered new arguments for the 
exclusion of women from the public sphere, based on emerging bourgeois ideas of domesticity or on 
supposedly natural differences between the sexes. 
 
Sample: 4A 
Score: 9 
 
The thesis is explicitly and fully responsive to the question by clearly addressing two distinct and opposing 
sets of ideas (reaffirming the domestic role of women versus championing greater freedom for women). 
The essay has an effective organization, outlining the two opposing sets of ideas (represented by Rousseau 
and Wollstonecraft/de Gouges, respectively). The essay presents multiple layers of relevant evidence, 
including an analysis of Rousseau’s Emile, the idea of “separate spheres,” Voltaire’s valuing of intellectual 
women, Olympe de Gouges’ Declaration of the Rights of Woman, and women’s role as hostesses of 
Enlightenment salons. The essay concludes with a sophisticated statement that points to the complexity 
of views concerning women’s roles in the Enlightenment. The essay’s complex and nuanced thesis, 
abundant specific evidence, and avoidance of monolithic characterization of the period earned it the 
maximum of 9 points. 
 
Sample: 4B 
Score: 6 
 
The thesis is explicit and responsive to the question, addressing two distinct sets of ideas (exemplified by 
Wollstonecraft and Rousseau). This serves as the organizing strategy for essay, which proceeds to outline 
(a) Wollstonecraft’s argument that women should have a larger role in society as opposed to (b) Rousseau’s 
insistence that separate social spheres should be maintained. This essay is balanced, covering all major 
elements of the question. Some relevant evidence is presented, but the essay also contains some 
overstatements regarding women’s political equality in the paragraph on Wollstonecraft; in the paragraph 
on Rousseau the references to biblical authority and women as property are also overstated. These and 
other examples of unspecific references and vague or incorrect attribution of ideas to historical figures kept 
the essay from earning a score higher than 6 points. 
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Question 4 (continued) 

 
Sample: 4C 
Score: 3 
 
The attempted thesis and evidence address just one Enlightenment idea concerning the roles of women in 
Society: that of a beginning of “the feminist movement.” The evidence in support of that claim is adequate, 
with a discussion of salons, Mme. Geoffrin, Olympe de Gouges, and Mary Wollstonecraft’s Vindication of 
the Rights of Woman. But the essay fails to fully address the question in the prompt because the views of 
Enlightenment figures opposing the expansion of women’s rights are not discussed, except for an 
unspecific, cursory comment that “men in the Enlightenment continued to believe that a woman’s place is 
at home with her family.” As a result of failing to engage with the comparative aspect of the question, the 
essay shows serious imbalance, and its organization is not effective in answering the prompt. It earned 3 
points for the multiple pieces of evidence in support of the one set of ideas it discusses. 
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