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Question 4 

Analyze the ways in which the formation of overseas colonial empires benefitted and harmed the interests 
of European states in the period 1850 to 1914. 

9–8 Points 
• Thesis is explicit and analyzes how colonial empires benefitted and harmed the interests of 

European states from 1850 to 1914. 
• Organization is clear and develops both the benefits and the harms to European states’ interests. 
• Essay is well balanced; it demonstrates both benefits and harms to the interests of European 

states. 
• All major assertions about benefits and harms are supported by specific evidence; reference to 

European states may be generic or specific. 
• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

7–6 Points 
• Thesis is explicit and discusses how colonial empires benefitted and harmed the interests of 

European states from 1850 to 1914. 
• Organization is clear, but argument linkage between examples and European states may not be 

fully developed. 
• Essay is balanced; it discusses benefits and harms to European interests at least briefly. 
• All major assertions are supported by some specific evidence, or a combination of some specific 

evidence and some generic evidence, but may offer more on benefits than on harms. 
• May contain an error that detracts from the argument. 

5–4 Points 
• Thesis is less developed and may deal superficially with benefits and harms to the interests of 

European states. 
• Organization is basic; argument on benefits or harms may be superficial. 
• Essay shows imbalance; may offer far more on benefits OR harms. 
• Some of the major assertions are supported by references to European states, and the evidence 

offered may be more generic than essays scored a 6 or 7. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 

3–2 Points 
• No explicit thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt. 
• Organization is ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance, benefits OR harms to European states’ interests may be 

mentioned. 
• Little relevant evidence. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

1–0 Points 
• No discernable attempt at a thesis. 
• No discernable organization. 
• Impact of benefits or harms is neglected. 
• Minimal or no supporting evidence used. 
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 4 

Overview 

The question was intended to assess students’ ability to analyze the positive and negative impacts of 
overseas colonial empires (i.e., “new imperialism”) on European states during the period between 1850 (after 
the Revolutions of 1848) and the onset of World War I. 

Sample: 4A 
Score: 9 

This essay has a strong thesis and does a great job addressing the entire time period of 1850–1914. The focus 
on Germany’s role as a diplomatic broker under Bismarck is particularly strong. The discussion of the Belgian 
Congo is also well constructed and solid in detail. The section of the essay discussing harms is not quite as 
specific and contains an inaccuracy regarding borders in Africa, but this does not detract from the overall 
argument. The conclusion was also well written and nicely tied back to the thesis paragraph. 

Sample: 4B 
Score: 7 

The essay has a clear and acceptable thesis. There is an error and possibly some confusion in the section on 
the economics of imperialism, but that does not affect the essay’s eligibility for a score of 7. It is stronger than 
an essay scored 6 due to its synthesis. The treatment of benefits, nationalism and imperialism, the civilizing 
mission and missionaries were done with strong linkage back to the thesis. The discussion of how colonies 
helped people boost national pride was more narrative than analytical, and there was some redundancy, 
keeping the essay from being scored an 8. 

Sample: 4C 
Score: 4 

The essay has an acceptable but relatively superficial thesis in the first paragraph. The essay demonstrates 
understanding of the concepts with some general statements regarding the British in India and more general 
statements about the Europeans in Africa. The discussion of specifics breaks down with substantial errors; it 
confuses the Congress of Vienna with the Congress of Berlin and misplaces the Boxer rebellion in India, but 
these errors do not detract from the overall argument, and the discussion of the Zulu and Opium wars is 
accurate. 
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