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Question 6 

Analyze the ways in which the Protestant Reformation and the Catholic Reformation affected the culture of 
Europe in the period 1500 to 1700. 

9–8 Points 
• Thesis explicitly and fully identifies specific cultural effects of both Protestant Reformation (PR) 

and Catholic Reformation (CR). 
• Analysis of specific cultural effects of PR and CR effectively and consistently organized. 
• Balanced treatment of PR and CR that analyzes specific cultural effects at length. 
• Multiple pieces of relevant evidence used to support analysis of specific cultural effects. 
• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

7–6 Points 
• Thesis explicitly mentions cultural effects of PR and CR with mixed specificity. 
• Analysis of specific cultural effects of PR and CR effectively organized, though not consistently. 
• Balanced treatment of PR and CR that briefly analyzes specific cultural effects. 
• One piece of relevant evidence employed to analyze a specific cultural effect of both PR and CR. 
• May contain an error that detracts from the argument. 

5–4 Points 
• Thesis may invoke cultural effects of PR and CR with little specificity. 
• Organization of analysis of specific cultural effects of PR and CR is not consistently followed. 
• Imbalanced analysis of cultural effects that lacks specificity. 
• Relevant piece of evidence analyzes at least one specific cultural effect. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 

3–2 Points 
• No explicit thesis beyond a passing mention of cultural effects of PR and/or CR; restates prompt. 
• Analysis of specific effects of PR and CR is ineffectively organized and insufficient. 
• Discussion lacks specificity about cultural effects of PR and CR. 
• Relevant pieces of evidence support up to two assertions, but not about specific cultural effects of 

PR and CR. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

1–0 Points 
• Confused or indiscernible attempt at a thesis about the cultural effects of PR and CR. 
• Analysis of effects of PR and CR lacks discernible organization. 
• At best one specific effect is discussed but not analyzed appropriately. 
• Little evidence offered to support discussion of effects of PR and CR. 
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 6 

Overview 

This question was intended to determine students’ understanding of historical causation. The question’s 
focus on the impact of the Protestant Reformation and Catholic Reformation provided students with 
opportunities to demonstrate a wide and varied understanding of the specific cultural effects that these 
religious reform movements had on European society during the period 1500–1700. Cultural history 
encompasses a broad array of themes, including the development and diffusion of new ideas and practices in 
the arts, literature, science, politics, and popular culture. Students thus had a number of choices to make 
when deciding which specific cultural effects to analyze. For this question, effective analysis required an 
assessment of the changing nature and scale of those specific cultural effects over time. Students had to 
apply a vital form of historical reasoning — causation — to demonstrate their understanding of the 
relationship between religious changes and cultural developments in Europe in the period from 1500 to 1700. 

Sample: 6A 
Score: 9 

The introduction lays out a clear and explicit thesis that identifies five specific ways in which the 
Reformation affected the culture of Europe between 1500 and 1700. The essay then presents a well-
organized and effective analysis of each specific cultural effect. The essay is well balanced and sustains 
the analysis of each specific cultural effect at length. It also offers multiple pieces of relevant evidence to 
support the analysis of each specific cultural effect. A minor error on the bottom of page 1 does not detract 
from the essay. It therefore earned the score of 9. 

Sample: 6B 
Score: 6 

The essay only begins explicitly to take up the prompt at the end of the introduction. A better articulated 
thesis identifying specific cultural effects of the Reformations comes at the end of essay. Those sections 
devoted to the cultural effects of the Protestant Reformation are less consistently organized than the one on 
page 3 about the cultural effects of the Catholic Reformation. Similarly, the analysis of the cultural effects of 
the Protestant Reformation is more uneven than the sustained, integrated analysis of the cultural effects of 
the Catholic Reformation. Despite extraneous material in the sections on the Protestant Reformation, 
overall the essay offers multiple pieces of relevant evidence to support specific cultural effects for each 
Reformation. There are no errors. It therefore earned the score of 6. 

Sample: 6C 
Score: 2 

The essay simply restates the prompt at the end of the introduction. Its attempt to organize its analysis of 
the cultural effects of each Reformation proves ineffective and insufficient. The cultural effects that it 
identifies lack specificity. The evidence the essay offers supports some effects, but not any specific 
cultural effects. Errors also undermine the essay’s attempts to develop an effective response to the prompt. 
It therefore earned the score of 2. 

© 2015 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 

https://www.collegeboard.org

	AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY 
	2015 SCORING GUIDELINES 
	Question 6 
	9–8 Points 
	7–6 Points 
	5–4 Points 
	3–2 Points 
	1–0 Points 


	2015 SCORING COMMENTARY 
	Question 6 
	Overview 
	Sample: 6A 
	Sample: 6B 
	Sample: 6C 







