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Question 7 

Analyze the ways in which scientific and philosophical developments affected religion in Europe in the 
period 1600 to 1750. 

9–8 Points 
• Thesis is explicit and addresses how religion was affected by both scientific and philosophical 

developments between 1600 and 1750. 
• Organization is clear and demonstrates both scientific and philosophical developments and how 

they directly affected religion in the period. 
• Essay is well balanced and addresses the effect on religion by both scientific and philosophical 

developments. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence of both 

scientific and philosophical developments and are linked to at least one specific example of an 
effect on religion. 

• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

7–6 Points 
• Thesis is explicit and suggests how both scientific and philosophical developments affected 

religion. 
• Organization is clear, but linkage between scientific and philosophical developments and their 

effect on religion may not be fully developed. 
• Essay is balanced, addressing the effect on religion to some degree of both scientific and 

philosophical developments. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence of scientific 

and philosophical developments (at least one each) and are linked to an effect on religion. 
• May contain an error that detracts from the argument. 

5–4 Points 
• Thesis is less developed and may deal vaguely with the effect on religion of both scientific and 

philosophical developments. 
• Organization is basic; analysis of scientific and philosophical developments on religion may be 

thin. 
• Essay shows some imbalance; it may deal unevenly with scientific and philosophical developments 

and their effect on religion, but it must address all to some degree. 
• Some of the major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence 

supporting scientific or philosophical developments and are linked to an effect on religion. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 

3–2 Points 
• No explicit thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt or does not acknowledge 

an effect on religion. 
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance; it focuses on only scientific or philosophical developments or an 

effect on religion. 
• Only one or two major assertions are supported by relevant evidence. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 7 (continued) 

1–0 Points 
• No discernible attempt at a thesis. 
• No discernible organization. 
• One or none of the major topics suggested by the prompt is mentioned. 
• Little or no relevant evidence is used. 
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 7 

Overview 

This was a straightforward, mainstream, cause-and-effect question that asked students to analyze how the 
Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment affected religion in the period from 1600 to 1750. The time period 
was important as it placed parameters and provided guidance for students. It also encouraged them to focus 
on the years after the 16th century, making it impossible for them to use evidence from the Wars of Religion 
and/or the Reformation. 

Sample: 7A 
Score: 8 

The essay has an explicit thesis that establishes cause and effect, e.g., the scientific and philosophical 
developments undermined the authority of the church. The organization is clear, proceeding with a 
scientific paragraph replete with relevant evidence, followed by a philosophical developments paragraph 
with multiple pieces of evidence, e.g., Bacon’s empiricism and Voltaire’s call for religious toleration. The 
list of rulers and statement about “Enlightened despotism” is generalized. The essay is balanced, although 
the discussion of philosophical developments appears to be stronger. The essay was not scored a 9 
because of its thin analysis and linkage between the developments and religious effects. 

Sample: 7B 
Score: 6 

The essay has an explicit thesis that discusses how both scientific (new discoveries in the science field 
such as planetary orbits) and philosophical (John Locke's idea of tabula rasa) developments affected 
religion, eventually contradicting religious ideas. The organization is clear with separate paragraphs about 
both scientific and philosophical developments. The essay is balanced, and major assertions are supported 
by multiple pieces of evidence. For science, Newton as the founder of gravitational laws and his 
mechanical universe are clearly linked to the development of deism. For philosophical developments, 
Locke's Essay Concerning Human Understanding and his idea of tabula rasa are loosely linked to the role 
of God in people’s lives. Additionally, Bacon’s and Descartes' scientific reasoning is linked to a more 
secular view and a loss of church followers. There are no errors that detract from the argument. The essay 
was scored higher than a 5 due to its specific evidence in response to both parts of the prompt with 
multiple pieces of evidence under philosophical developments and one effective piece under science. The 
essay was not scored a 7 because the second point of evidence on philosophy (Bacon/Descartes) is not well 
developed. 

Sample: 7C 
Score: 4 

The essay has a discernible thesis that addresses the prompt. The essay addresses the effects of both 
science and philosophy on religion, but the discussion is weakly developed. There are three errors/off-topic 
statements that detract from the argument, e.g., religion abandoned, existentialism, and Jesus slave 
mortality. The essay scored higher than a 3 because there is enough relevant evidence on each major 
assertion; however, it was not a 5 because of the errors and weak analysis. 
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