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AP® European History 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

Question 3: Short Answer No Stimulus 3 points 

General Scoring Notes 
• Each point is earned independently.
• Accuracy: These scoring guidelines require that students demonstrate historically defensible content

knowledge. Given the timed nature of the exam, responses may contain errors that do not detract from
their overall quality, as long as the historical content used to advance the argument is accurate.

• Clarity: Exam responses should be considered first drafts and thus may contain grammatical errors. Those
errors will not be counted against a student unless they obscure the successful demonstration of the
content knowledge, skills, and practices described below.

• Describe: Provide the relevant characteristics of a specified topic. Description requires more than simply
mentioning an isolated term.

• Explain: Provide information about how or why a historical development or process occurs or how or why
a relationship exists.

(A) Describe one specific example of a change in the role of religion in European daily life
during the period 1450–1700.

1 point 

Examples that earn this point include the following:

• Protestant and Catholic lay people began to read more religious texts for themselves,
rather than relying exclusively on the clergy for religious instruction.

• Many traditional Catholic rituals and religious festivals were discontinued or heavily
modified in Protestant countries.

• Protestant churches discouraged the veneration of saints and other attempts to effect
divine interventions in daily life.

• Both the Catholic Church and Protestant churches encouraged greater levels of
religious education and stricter adherence to orthodoxy among lay people.

• In some areas, religious authorities, such as Catholic bishops, lost their authority to
regulate civil matters and public morals.

• In some instances, Protestant beliefs led people to question and protest the existing
social order.

• As a result of the Reformation, many people became members of religious minorities
in their own countries, subject to state regulation, control, and sometimes
persecution.

• In some areas (such as Calvinist Geneva) peoples’ daily lives and behavior were more
closely regulated by religious authorities.

• Responses may refer to the Scientific Revolution and/or the Enlightenment but must
go beyond a mention and must provide a specific example falling within the time
period and/or a tie to the role of religion in daily life.

© 2021 College Board 



     

  

    

  

  

   

  
  

    

  

 
   

  

  

   
  

 
   

 
 

    
  

    
 
     

  

  

   

AP® European History 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

(B) Describe one specific example of a continuity in the role of religion in European daily life 
during the period 1450–1700. 

1 point 

Examples that earn this point include the following: 

• Religious affiliation and regular participation in religious activities continued to be an 
important part of most Europeans’ identity. 

• Members of the clergy continued to be seen as the main religious authorities in most 
Christian churches. 

• The Catholic Church and Catholic beliefs and rituals continued to have a powerful 
influence on daily life in large parts of Europe. 

• Religious authorities generally continued to encourage people to adhere to traditional 
social roles and gender hierarchies. 

(C) Using a specific example from the period 1450 to 1700, explain how political authorities in 
Europe attempted to control religious beliefs or practice. 

1 point 

Examples that earn this point include the following: 

• Act of Supremacy by Henry VIII established the monarch as the head of the English 
church. 

• The Peace of Augsburg and the Peace of Westphalia established the principle that 
rulers within the Holy Roman Empire had the power to determine the official religion 
of their states. 

• Many Protestant states established state churches, supported by the government. 
• English government took the lead in enacting and enforcing Protestant reforms (e.g., 

Book of Common Prayer, penalties for nonattendance at Anglican services). 
• James I of England sponsored an authoritative translation of the Bible into English. 
• Edict of Nantes by Henry IV of France gave French Protestants rights by royal decree. 
• Revocation of the Edict of Nantes by Louis XIV was an attempt to use royal authority. 
• Government of the Dutch Republic established some degree of religious toleration 

while supporting the Reformed Church. 
• Spanish monarchs launched the Inquisition and/or persecuted Muslim/Jewish converts 

in order to secure religious homogeneity and political stability. 
• Catholic monarchs (such as Charles V or Philip II) put dissenters on trial or Protestant 

princes (such as Frederick the Wise) protected dissenters. 

Total for question 3 3 points 
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AP® European History 2021 Scoring Commentary 

Short Answer Question 3 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

a) Describe one specific example of a change in the role of religion in European daily life during the period 
1450 to 1700. 

Responses were expected to demonstrate an understanding of the consequences to European daily life as the role 
of religion altered after events such as the Protestant and Catholic reformations. 

b) Describe one specific example of a continuity in the role of religion in European daily life during the period 
1450–1700. 

Responses were expected to demonstrate an understanding of a constancy in the role of religion after events such 
as the Protestant and Catholic reformations. 

c) Using a specific example from the period 1450–1700, explain how political authorities in Europe attempted to 
control religious beliefs or practice. 

Responses were expected to explain how or why the attempted actions of political authorities in Europe 
attempted to control religious beliefs or practice during the period from 1450 to 1700. 

Sample: 3A 
Score: 3 

The response earned 1 point for part (a) for its minimal description of changes in themes in artwork that would 
have been a part of European daily life. 

The response earned 1 point for part (b) for its detailed description of the decisions taken at the Council of 
Trent to ensure continuity of Catholic religious practices in European daily life. 

The response earned 1 point for part (c). The explanation of how political authorities in the Holy Roman 
Empire regulated religious life after the Peace of Augsburg is minimally acceptable. 

Sample: 3B 
Score: 2 

The response earned 1 point for part (a) because, although weak, it provides evidence about the proliferation of 
Protestant sects and about Catholicism no longer having monolithic control over Christian practice (a change 
facilitated by the printing press) in support of a specific change in the role of religion in European daily life 
during the relevant time period. 

The response did not earn the point for part (b) because it does not provide evidence in support of continuity in 
the role of religion in European daily life during the relevant time period. 

The response earned 1 point for part (c) because its evidence (Henry VIII creating Church of England and 
acting as its head) is correctly used in support of political authorities in Europe attempting to control religious 
beliefs or practice. 

© 2021 College Board. 
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AP® European History 2021 Scoring Commentary 

Short Answer Question 3 (continued) 

Sample: 3C 
Score: 1 

The response earned 1 point for part (a) because it correctly identifies the rising importance of individual 
religious practice such as reading the Bible during the period 1450−1700. 

The response did not earn the point for part (b) because it does not provide a specific piece of evidence in 
support of a continuity in daily religious life. 

The response did not earn the point for part (c) because it does not explain how political authorities in Europe 
attempted to control religious beliefs or practice. 
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