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Question 4: Long Essay Question, Nazi vs. Soviet Comparison 6 points 

General Scoring Notes 
• Except where otherwise noted, each point of these rubrics is earned independently; for example, a student could earn a point for evidence 

without earning a point for thesis/claim. 
• Accuracy: The components of these rubrics require that students demonstrate historically defensible content knowledge. Given the timed nature 

of the exam, essays may contain errors that do not detract from their overall quality, as long as the historical content used to advance the 
argument is accurate. 

• Clarity: Exam essays should be considered first drafts and thus may contain grammatical errors. Those errors will not be counted against a student 
unless they obscure the successful demonstration of the content knowledge, skills, and practices described below. 

 
 

 
 

Evaluate the most significant similarity between the regimes of Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia in the interwar period. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row A 
Thesis/Claim 

 
(0-1 points) 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a line of 
reasoning. 

 Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Are not historically defensible. 
• Only restate or rephrase the prompt. 
• Do not respond to the prompt. 
• Do not establish a line of reasoning. 
• Are overgeneralized. 

Responses that earn this point: 
• Provide a historically defensible thesis or claim about the most significant similarity 

between the regimes of Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia in the interwar period. The thesis 
or claim must either provide some indication of the reasoning for making that claim OR 
establish the analytic categories of the argument. 

Examples that do not earn this point: 
Do not focus on the topic of the prompt 
• “Nazi Germany was responsible for the Holocaust.” 

 
Do not provide a historically defensible claim 
• “The most significant similarity between Nazi Germany and 

Russia was that they were both communist.” 

Provide a historically defensible claim, but do not establish a line 
of reasoning 
• “Hitler and Stalin were two really brutal leaders of the 

twentieth century.” 

Restate the prompt or are overgeneralized 
• “Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union had similar governments.” 
• “The most significant similarity between Nazi Germany and 

Soviet Russia was that both had strong governments.” 

Examples that earn this point: 
Establish a line of reasoning that evaluates the topic of the prompt 
• “The most significant similarity between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union was that 

both adopted leadership cults centered on a supposedly all-knowing and unchallengeable 
leader.” 

 
Establish a line of reasoning that evaluates the topic of the prompt with analytic categories 
• “The main similarity between the regimes was in their willingness to commit mass murder 

in order to advance their political goals, even if those goals were in opposition to one 
another.” 

• “The most significant similarity between Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia in the interwar 
periods were that they were both totalitarian countries which were attempting to fix their 
damaged economies.” 

 
Establish a line of reasoning 
• “The most significant similarity between the two regimes was that they were both 

authoritarian systems of government.” (Minimally acceptable thesis/claim) 

 Additional Notes: 
• The thesis or claim must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion (which may not be limited to the first 

or last paragraphs). 
• The thesis or claim must identify a relevant development(s) in the period, although it is not required to encompass the entire period. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row B 
Contextualization 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

(0-1 points) Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn this point: 
• Provide an overgeneralized statement about the time period 

referenced in the prompt. 
• Provide context that is not relevant to the prompt. 
• Provide a passing phase or reference. 

Responses that earn this point: 
• Accurately describe a context relevant to a similarity between the regimes of Nazi 

Germany and Soviet Russia in the interwar period. 

Examples that do not earn this point: 
Provide an overly generalized attempt at contextualization 
• “The First World War devastated Europe.” 
• “Europe went through many political changes after the First 

World War.” 
 

Provide context that is not relevant to the prompt 
• “Communism was flooding the Eastern European nations one 

by one in the early to mid-19th century.” 
 
Provide a passing phrase or reference 
• “Communism was an idea influenced by Marx’s writings.” 
• “Hitler was a veteran of the First World War.” 

Examples of relevant context that earn this point include the following if appropriate 
elaboration is provided: 
• The First World War 
• Marxism 
• The 1905 Revolution 
• War Reparations 
• Age of Anxiety 
• Great Depression 
• Weimar Republic 
• Treaty of Versailles 

 
Examples of acceptable contextualization: 
• “The devastation inflicted by the First World War and the Russian Civil War that followed 

gave Lenin and later Stalin the opportunity to portray the Bolsheviks as rebuilders of 
Russia.” 

• “Both Germany and Russia suffered large territorial losses at the end of the war, 
especially as the state of Poland was recreated as part of the Treaty of Versailles.” 

 Additional Notes: 
• The response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes that occur before, during, or continue after the 

time frame of the question. 
• To earn this point, the context provided must be more than a phrase or reference. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row C 
Evidence 

 
(0-2 points) 

0 points 
Does not meet the criteria for 
one point. 

1 point 
Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic 
of the prompt. 

2 points 
Supports an argument in response to the prompt using 
specific and relevant examples of evidence. 

 Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not earn points: 
• Identify a single piece of evidence. 
• Provide evidence that is not 

relevant to the topic of the 
prompt. 

• Provide evidence that is outside 
the time period or region specified 
in the prompt. 

• Repeat information that is 
specified in the prompt. 

Responses that earn 1 point: 
• Identify at least two specific historical examples relevant 

to the topic of similarity between the regimes of Nazi 
Germany and Soviet Russia in the interwar period. 

Responses that earn 2 points: 
• Use at least two specific historical examples to 

support an argument regarding the similarity 
between the regimes of Nazi Germany and Soviet 
Russia in the interwar period. 

Examples that do not earn points: 
Provide evidence that is outside 
the time period 
• “The Nazi invasion of the Soviet 

Union led to a massive loss of 
lives in Russia, as the Nazis 
implemented an extermination 
plan on much of the Russian 
population.” 

 

Examples of evidence that are specific and relevant include 
the following (two examples required): 
• The creation of gulags/concentration camps 
• Scapegoating 
• The Nuremberg laws 
• Stalin’s purges 
• New Economic Policy 
• Gestapo/Secret police 
• State-sponsored industrialization/Five-Year Plan 
• Collectivization 
• Propaganda campaigns/agitprop 
• Nazi-Soviet nonaggression pact 
• Rearmament/military expansion 

 
Example of a statement that earns one point for evidence: 
• “Stalin undertook a series of purges in the late 1930s that 

targeted supposed enemies of the state, killing or exiling 
to Siberia hundreds of thousands and possibly over a 
million Soviet citizens.” 

• “Both regimes produced propaganda that featured their 
leaders to be associated with god-like imagery and as 
saviors of their people.”  

Examples that successfully support an argument with 
evidence: 
• “The Soviet gulags and Nazi concentration camps 

had similar goals - getting rid of undesirables with 
some plausible deniability of what was happening 
to them.” (Functions as part of an argument that 
persecution of political opponents was a similarity 
between the two regimes) 

• “Propaganda films, such as agitprop produced for 
the Soviets and films made for the Nazis like 
Triumph of the Will both served the purpose of 
creating an idealized view of the governments and 
their leaders.” (Presents a general argument about 
propaganda backed by specific examples of the use 
of propaganda) 

• “Both regimes had utopian ideas - the Soviets 
wanted a worldwide communist state, while Hitler 
dreamed of a racially pure, Aryan world.” (Presents 
an argument about utopianism with detail as to the 
competing ideas) 

Additional Notes: 
• Typically, statements credited as evidence will be more specific than statements credited as contextualization. 
• If a response has a multipart argument, then it can meet the threshold of two pieces of evidence by giving one example for one part of the argument and 

another example for a different part of the argument, but the total number of examples must still be at least two. 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row D 
Analysis and 

Reasoning 
 

(0-2 points) 

0 points 
Does not meet the 
criteria for one point. 

1 point 
Uses historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, causation, continuity, and 
change) to frame or structure an argument that addresses the prompt. 

2 points 
Demonstrates a complex understanding of the 
historical development that is the focus of the 
prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or 
modify an argument that addresses the 
question. 

 Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 
Responses that do not 
earn points: 
• May include evidence 

but offer no 
reasoning to connect 
the evidence to an 
argument. 

• May assert the use of 
historical reasoning 
but do not use it to 
frame or structure an 
argument. 

Responses that earn 1 point: 
• Must demonstrate the use of historical reasoning to frame or structure an 

argument that addresses the similarity between the regimes of Nazi 
Germany and Soviet Russia in the interwar period, although the reasoning 
may be uneven, limited, or imbalanced. 

Responses that earn 2 points: 
May demonstrate a complex understanding in a variety 
of ways, such as: 
• Explaining the nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple 

variables. 
• Explaining both similarity and difference, or 

explaining both continuity and change, or explaining 
multiple causes, or explaining both causes and 
effects. 

• Explaining relevant and insightful connections 
within and across periods. 

• Confirming the validity of an argument by 
corroborating multiple perspectives across themes. 

• Qualifying or modifying an argument by 
considering diverse or alternative views or 
evidence. 
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Examples that do not 
earn points: 

Provide evidence but 
offer no reasoning to 
connect the evidence to 
an argument 
• “The Bolsheviks were 

influenced heavily by 
Marx and Engels’ 
Communist 
Manifesto.” 

• “Hitler outlined many 
of his ideas in his book 
Mein Kampf.” 

Using a historical thinking skill to frame or structure an argument could 
include: 
• Using comparative reasoning to explain significant similarities between 

the development of authoritarian regimes in Russia and Germany during 
the interwar period. 

• Structuring an argument thematically to highlight similarities in different 
categories, such as economic planning, foreign policy, or ideology. 

• Arranging an argument to recount developments over the course of 
the period showing change over time in the similarities between the 
two regimes. 
 

Examples of acceptable use of historical reasoning: 
• “The persecution of minorities was a key similarity between the two regimes 

in the interwar period.” (Uses comparative reasoning to explain a significant 
similarity between the regimes of Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia in the 
interwar period. This statement would need to be followed with at least a 
minimal elaboration of this reasoning.) 

• “The cult of personality around Hitler and Stalin was very similar in the 
1930s.” (Uses comparative reasoning to explain a significant similarity 
between the regimes of Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia in the interwar 
period. This statement would need to be followed with at least a minimal 
elaboration of this reasoning.) 

Demonstrating complex understanding might 
include any of the following if appropriate 
elaboration is provided: 
• Explaining continuities in the similarities between 

communist and fascist states later in the twentieth 
century. (Provides insightful connections within and 
across periods) 

• Explaining how their similarities contributed 
to cooperation between the two regimes in 
some cases in spite of their ideological 
antipathy. (Explains nuance, multiple 
variables) 

• Evaluating whether the differences between the two 
regimes were more significant than the similarities. 
(Qualifies or modifies an argument) 

• Considering different thematic similarities between 
the two regimes, such as economics, culture, etc. 
(Confirms the validity of an argument by 
corroborating multiple perspectives across themes) 

Example of demonstrating a complex understanding: 
• The response considers evidence of a counter-

argument that acknowledges nuances in similarities. 
The response develops a discussion of the 
ideological differences between fascism and 
communism in addition to the similarities; this adds 
nuance and complexity to the argument made in 
the response. (Makes an argument that adds 
nuanced understanding) 

 Additional Notes: 
• This demonstration of complex understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a phrase or reference. 
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Question 4—Long Essay Question 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

The Long Essay Question (LEQ) asks students to formulate a thesis/argument in response to a prompt 
about a particular historical development or episode in European history. In 2022 each LEQ asked 
students to determine the most significant similarity or difference between historical events or 
processes in European history. LEQs require students to formulate arguments, utilize evidence, 
address historical context, and display an ability to employ historical reasoning skills. In the case of 
LEQ 4, responses were expected to demonstrate historical reasoning, especially analyzing the most 
significant similarity between Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia during the interwar period (Key 
Concept 4.1.III). Responses were expected to relate the topic of the prompt to the broader historical 
events, developments, or processes that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame specified 
in the prompt. Responses were expected to provide specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic 
of totalitarianism as well as ideologies (fascism and communism) and practices associated with 
political extremism (propaganda, persecution of minority groups and rivals, secret police) during the 
interwar period and to use this specific historical evidence to support an argument in response to the 
prompt.  

Responses were expected to demonstrate the use of historical reasoning to frame or structure an 
argument that addresses the prompt, and although the prompt directed students toward the historical 
reasoning process of comparison, responses could also frame additional arguments around other types 
of historical reasoning (causation). Responses were expected to demonstrate a complex understanding 
of the similarities and differences of totalitarianism during the interwar period. This demonstration of 
understanding could be achieved in various ways, for instance, by comparing and contrasting fascism 
and communism with specificity. Responses could also explain relevant and insightful connections 
across time by citing earlier antecedents of totalitarianism prior to the 20th century or extending the 
discussion to include the success or failure of totalitarian regimes in the post-World War II era. 
Responses were assessed on the extent to which they performed in the following four categories: 
thesis and/or claim, contextualization, evidence, and analysis and reasoning. 

Sample: 4A 
Score: 6 
 
Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization: 1 
Evidence: 2 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 2 
 
A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for thesis because, in the first paragraph, it identifies Germany’s and 
Russia’s need to consolidate power and eliminate political opposition, as well as the identification of 
their respective leaders with the ruling ideology of each country.  
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Question 4—Long Essay Question (continued) 

B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for contextualization in the first paragraph for addressing both 
Germany and Russia’s diplomatic isolation and Germany’s economic distress after World War I.  
 
C. Evidence (0–2 points): 2 
 
Providing Specific Examples of Evidence 
The response earned 1 point for providing evidence by mentioning several specific actions taken by 
both governments to encourage nationalism (economic, cultural, and political) and silence political 
opponents in the second, third, and fourth paragraphs.  
 
Using Specific Evidence in Support of a Relevant Argument 
The response earned 1 point for evidence in support of an argument because it marshals several 
specific pieces of evidence to establish both regimes as totalitarian states. 
 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 2 
 
Using Historical Reasoning 
The response earned 1 point for using historical reasoning to frame or structure an argument for 
creating a sustained comparative analysis of how the Nazi and Soviet regimes exercised control and 
power over their respective nations.  
 
Demonstrating Complex Understanding 
The response earned 1 point for demonstrating a complex understanding with relevant and 
insightful connections throughout, including a discussion of the absolutist practices of Louis XIV in 
eighteenth-century France in the last paragraph. 

Sample: 4B 
Score: 4 
 
Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization: 1 
Evidence: 1 
Analysis and Reasoning: 1 
 
A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 
The response earned 1 point for thesis because it establishes a line of reasoning in the first 
paragraph that the most significant similarity between the two regimes was their totalitarian nature.  
 
B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for contextualization by addressing the Great Depression and the 
Treaty of Versailles.  
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Question 4—Long Essay Question (continued) 

C. Evidence (0–2 points): 1 
 
Providing Specific Examples of Evidence 
The response earned 1 point for providing evidence by mentioning Hitler’s use of the SS to spy on 
his people and the use of propaganda through radio broadcasts and newspapers by both Stalin and 
Hitler.  
 
Using Specific Evidence in Support of a Relevant Argument 
The response did not earn a point for specific evidence in support of an argument because the 
examples are not applied to both regimes to illustrate a similarity.  
 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 1 
 
Using Historical Reasoning 
The response earned 1 point for using historical reasoning to frame or structure an argument that 
compares totalitarian dictators and the use of propaganda by both regimes.  
 
Demonstrating Complex Understanding 
The response did not earn a point for demonstrating a complex understanding that extends the 
discussion by providing nuance, multiple perspectives, or insightful connections to other historical 
periods. The comparison of the totalitarianism of Hitler and Stalin is largely linear. 

Sample: 4C 
Score: 2 
 
Thesis/Claim: 1 
Contextualization: 0 
Evidence: 1 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 0 
 
A. Thesis/Claim (0–1 points): 1 
 
The response earned 1 point for thesis/claim because, at the end of the first paragraph, it identifies 
both Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia as being led by a totalitarian ruler.  
 
B. Contextualization (0–1 points): 0 
 
The response did not earn a point for contextualization because it makes no attempt to establish a 
connection to broader historical developments and events that would relate to the prompt. 
 
C. Evidence (0–2 points): 1 
 
Providing Specific Examples of Evidence 
The response earned 1 point for providing evidence by mentioning Stalin’s purges and Hitler’s plan 
for the eventual Holocaust.  
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Question 4—Long Essay Question (continued) 

Using Specific Evidence in Support of a Relevant Argument 
The response did not earn a point for specific evidence in support of an argument because the 
examples are extremely brief and do not contribute to an extended discussion of the establishment of 
totalitarian rule under Hitler and Stalin.  
 
D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points): 0 
 
Using Historical Reasoning 
The response did not earn a point for using historical reasoning because it provides minimal 
structure for an incomplete argument.  
 
Demonstrating Complex Understanding 
The response did not earn a point for demonstrating complex understanding because it does not 
provide an extended argument that offers insightful connections across time or nuance in their 
comparison. 
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