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AP Seminar Rubric 2017-18: End-of-Course Exam
Part A, Questions 1to 3

Performance Levels

Content Area/ Points
Row Proficiency Low Medium High (Max)
1 Understand The response misstates the author’s The response identifies, in part and with ~ The response accurately identifies the
and Analyze argument, main idea, or thesis. some accuracy, the author’s argument, author’s argument, main idea, or thesis.
Argument main idea, or thesis.
1 2 3 3
2 Understand The response correctly identifies at least  The response provides a limited The response provides a thorough
and Analyze one of the author’s claims. explanation of the author’s line of explanation of the author's line of
Argument reasoning by accurately identifying reasoning by identifying relevant claims
some of the claims AND identifying and clearly explaining connections
the connections or acknowledging a among them.
relationship among them.
2 4 6 6
3 Evaluate The response identifies little evidence. The response explains various pieces The response evaluates the relevance
Sources and It makes a superficial reference to of evidence in terms of credibility and and credibility of the evidence and
Evidence relevance and/or credibility but lacks relevance, but may do so inconsistently thoroughly evaluates how well the
explanation. or unevenly. evidence is used to support the author’s
argument.
2 4 6 6

Additional Scores

In addition to the scores represented on the rubrics, readers can also assign scores of 0 (zero) and NR (No Response).

0 (Zero)

= A score of 0 is assigned to a single row of the rubric when the response displays a below-minimum level of quality as identified in that row of the rubric.

= Scores of 0 are assigned to all rows of the rubric when the response is off-topic; a repetition of a prompt; entirely crossed-out; a drawing or other markings;
or a response in a language other than English.

NR (No Response)

A score of NR is assigned to responses that are blank.
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Write your response to PART A, QUESTION 1 on this page ohiy.
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Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 2 on this page.

T “ Tne Neuroscicnce @ Mcur  Brom cn Fictien ' ( 2012 ),

AU NOY Avnnic

qupn:} Pau arau{) reuauw:,j ST c1C) o nd
i bravwn and Clwv M prove Sceral

li¥dva y vt SHIvnuiLG ¥

Inyera iy,
e Qr Wi ci¢ witthh  Vuv Fuisdy ClGUamm

Paus Ocginy

wecrgd )
FC(A(}Ih\a ﬁﬂ)(ﬁj %Y
brainy'’ T CAIVIC T A VWOCY G )

M GYYG I IL ) et \ vaAC muﬁ«j

Yyl s parvr) gl cur

ern vy deuw belie ving

St uitu

wClrd 3 LA ot d Fe  twA

fin  Ftngw) CUn CGirtea) <F e brain Yt

imHE ryaLt ek Tl txns ¢ ¥ Eivt S myT )

Some WUy
il & tn r Tl 11 4¢ . Srmein

EXGvm™ oy ¢ v"ClCH.nfj + O

and Yoeulwv /O O Xtury art  given o Suppor 4y
Clavwm ., a$ Shadrod At GurtvnCcr Gatipe) Naw feuna

S\Ain 86*\)(4"“0 LIPCwrsgt) -

THC G ANoY Ul CIUICR 3 €1 SLLCnd  CHU i bCHev\n(j

fr v nm and

dnul v Wronvy ety Iviuy e~veni s
yTul 1iEc WU Stunw. SUuLWn an 1 2L G cCCnnrge i) t o
+Hax LSy €1y v el T , AnA Gt it r T Lilm ),

¥ peepic rading  snocry SHiviaioiing  dexty haw

O P SRS QSIS W | redpecviyt Sirnm it
“'V‘CU»EJ""*) anmnd ‘Qu\w\:j) 11\

Yo dvraa YL vt &

TWiin peopre rtudiny
IWNA S v MM(Q\CS\C(..I T IPCnde G

Y wvuoece
MUl - i 59 iG] enltunityd. Paur argues tnud
Stmnuf'n-vd Do lin Tvea o elevyncec MY ) Ct ¥ex+
can  Ociv loe LINCt Y dwvA Suvre yTo P et 1N A
Oy~ .,

UndLy suwmnm o v ct YVvmicing Paut  creutred
Cl Avitr A C iy v 51(.“1«‘13 AR akY R SCLIUi 1M r OCTiIcm)




EOC_SA_A3of5

Continue your response o PART A, QUESTION 2 on this page.
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Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 3 on this page.
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Continue your response o PART A, QUESTION 3 on this paai. _
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Write your response to PART A, QUESTION 1 on this page only.
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Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 2 on this page.
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Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 3 on this page.
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Write your response o0 PART A, QUESTION 1 on this page only.
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Begin your reaponse to PART A, QUESTION 2 on this page.
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Begin your reaponse to PART A, QUESTION 3 on this page.
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AP® SEMINAR
2018 SCORING COMMENTARY

End-of-Course Exam
Short Answer

Overview

e Ql. Responses to this question were expected to demonstrate students' ability to accurately identify, in
its entirety, the author's argument, main idea, or thesis. In this case, students were expected to address
three components of the author's main idea: (1) The impact of fiction; (2) its stimulation/activation of
the brain; and (3) the resulting improvement in the ability to interact and/or empathize with others.

e Q2. Responses to this question were expected to demonstrate students' ability to identify the claims
the author uses and explain the connections among them.

e Q3. Responses to this question were expected to demonstrate students' ability to identify specific
pieces of evidence the author uses and to assess that evidence in terms of relevance and credibility.

Sample: A

Question 1 Score: 3
Question 2 Score: 6
Question 3 Score: 6

HIGH SAMPLE RESPONSE

Row 1: Understand and Analyze Argument (3)

This response earned a score of 3 on row 1. The response accurately identifies all three elements of the
author’s argument (stories and literature; brain; social interaction) and demonstrates a comprehensive
understanding of the relationship between them (stories and literature stimulate the brain and improve social
interaction).

Row 2: Understand and Analyze Argument (6)

This response earned a score of 6 on row 2. The response accurately conveys several of the author’s claims
(narratives stimulate many parts of the brain; the brain does not distinguish between fiction and real life; social
interactions read in stories can allow for exploration of social interactions). The response also clearly connects
the claims to each other throughout the response (“this idea connects to the first claim because, the author
reasons ...”), explaining how each claim leads into the next. The response concludes by summarizing these
connections, demonstrating their relevance to the main argument.

Row 3: Evaluate Sources and Evidence (6)

This response earned a score of 6 on row 3. The response evaluates in detail how well the evidence supports
the author’s argument. It does so by connecting claims and specific pieces of evidence the author uses to
support them and assessing the strength and credibility of the evidence. For example, for the claim that fiction
stimulates the brain, the response identifies and describes the study published in the journal Neurolmage,
which speaks to its relevance. It accurately evaluates the journal as a credible scientific source but is critical of
the lack of information regarding the affiliation of the scientists who conducted the study. The response
engages in further detailed and insightful evaluation throughout, noting several strengths and weaknesses.

© 2018 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.
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End-of-Course Exam
Short Answer

Sample: B

Question 1 Score: 2
Question 2 Score: 4
Question 3 Score: 4

MEDIUM SAMPLE RESPONSE

Row 1: Understand and Analyze Argument (2)

The responses earned a score of 2 because it contains only two parts of the author’s argument (“reading great
literature,” “stimulates the brain”). The response does not include the third part, addressing the improvement
of understanding, empathizing, or interacting with others, necessary to elevate the score ("improves us as
human beings" is not specific enough to earn full points).

Row 2: Understand and Analyze Argument (4)

The response earned a 4 because while accurately identifies claims (“great literature can stimulate many parts
of the brain”; “the brain does not make much of a distinction between reading about an experience and
encountering it in real life”; “individuals who frequently read fiction seem to be better able to understand other
people”) it lacks a clear reference to connections between claims beyond the usage of simplistic transitions
“another claim.” The other attempt “when people read novels they are able to be more social” is not a clear or

logical explanation of the line of reasoning.

Row 3: Evaluate Sources and Evidence (4)

The response earned a score of 4 because it accurately identifies evidence (“a 2006 study published in the
journal Neurolmage”, “an analysis from Raymond Mar, a psychologist at York University”). However, the
evaluation is limited to “the study proved the claim” and "evidence is also effective because she uses expert
opinion". Because there is little evaluation of strengths, weaknesses, and credibility, and only a perfunctory
assessment in the first line of how well the evidence supports the author’s overall argument, this response did
not elevate beyond a medium.
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Sample: C

Question 1 Score: 2
Question 2 Score: 2
Question 3 Score: 2

LOW SAMPLE RESPONSE

Row 1: Understand and Analyze Argument (2)

The response earned a score of 2 because it identifies two of the parts of the main idea (“stories” and
“stimulate the brain,”). Stating “changes how we act in life” is too broad of a response and fails to address how
reading fiction improves one’s social interactions.

Row 2: Understand and Analyze Argument (2)
The response earned a score of 2 because it only, albeit generally, identifies one claim (“narratives activate
many parts of the brain”) and does not provide an explanation about the author’s line of reasoning.

Row 3: Evaluate Sources and Evidence (2)

The response earned a score of 2 because it provides a general identification of two pieces of evidence (2006
study and fMRI study), but it does not provide any specific evaluation beyond “it [the evidence] is credible.”
Also, the response provides no explanation of how the evidence from the fMRI study supports the author’s
argument simply stating it “goes with the purpose of the claim.”
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