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General Scoring Notes 
• When applying the scoring guidelines, you should award the score according to the preponderance of evidence (i.e., best fit).
• Each row is scored independently.

0 (Zero) 
A score of 0 is assigned to a single row of the rubric when the response displays a below-minimum level of quality as identified in that row of 
the rubric. 
Scores of 0 are assigned to all rows of the rubric when the response is off-topic; a repetition of a prompt; entirely crossed-out; a drawing or other 
markings; or a response in a language other than English. 

NR (No Response) 
A score of NR is assigned to responses that are blank. 

End-of-Course Exam: Part B 24 points 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row 1 0 points 2 points 4 points 6 points 
Establish 

Argument 
(0, 2, 4 or 6 

points) 

Does not meet the criteria 
for 2 points. 

Misstates or overlooks a theme 
or issue that connects the 
sources. The response’s 
perspective is unclear or 
unrelated to the sources. 

Identifies a theme or issue that 
connects the sources. The response 
derives its perspective from only 
one of the sources. 

The response identifies a theme or issue 
connecting the provided sources and 
presents a perspective that is not 
represented in one of the sources OR 
brings a particularly insightful approach 
to one of the perspectives OR makes a 
strong thematic connection among 
perspectives. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 

Typical responses that earn 
0 points: 
• Are not related in any

way to a theme that
connects the provided
sources (off-topic).

Typical responses that earn 
2 points: 
• Offer a perspective that is

unclear.
• Demonstrate a simplistic or

mistaken understanding of
the provided sources.

• May be dominated by
summary rather than
being driven by the
student’s perspective.

Typical responses that earn 
4 points: 
• Offer a clear perspective that is

derived from a single source or
present a perspective that
juxtaposes topics pulled directly
from sources.

• Offer a reasonable
understanding of the provided
sources.

• Present a perspective that is
trite, obvious, or overly general.

Typical responses that earn 
6 points: 
• Offer a clear perspective that is

either original or insightful.
• Offer a perceptive understanding of

the provided sources used.
• Are driven by the student’s

perspective.

Additional Notes 

• A perspective is a “point of view conveyed through an argument.”
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row 2 0 points 2 points 4 points 6 points 
Establish 

Argument 
(0, 2, 4, or 6 

points) 

Does not meet the criteria for 2 
points. 

The line of reasoning is 
disorganized and/or illogical. The 
response lacks commentary, or 
the commentary incorrectly or 
tangentially explains the links 
between evidence and claims. 

The argument is mostly clear and 
organized, but the logic may be 
faulty OR the reasoning may be 
logical but not well organized. The 
commentary explains the links 
between evidence and claims. 

The line of reasoning is logically 
organized and well-developed. 
The commentary explains 
evidence and connects it to claims 
to clearly and convincingly 
establish an argument. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 

Typical responses that earn 
0 points: 
• Are not related in any way to a

theme that connects the
provided sources (off-topic).

Typical responses that earn 
2 points: 
• Summarize the provided

sources without linking them
to one another or to an
argument.

• Offer very general or confusing
commentary, if any,
connecting evidence and
claims.

• Have a line of reasoning that
fails.

Typical responses that earn 
4 points: 
• Are organized well enough to

discern the argument.
• Provide inconsistent or

incomplete explanations
linking evidence and claims.

• Make a claim that may be only
partially supported.

• Have a line of reasoning that is
difficult to follow at times.

Typical responses that earn 
6 points: 
• Are driven by the argument;

points are intentionally
ordered AND the links
between claims and evidence
are logical and convincing.

• Are thoughtful or
sophisticated (e.g., may
address a counterargument)

• Have a sound line of
reasoning.

Additional Notes 

• Line of Reasoning is “an arrangement of claims and evidence that leads to a conclusion.”
• Commentary is “a discussion and analysis of evidence in relation to the claim which may identify patterns, describe trends, and/or explain

relationships.”
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row 3 0 points 2 points 4 points 6 points 
Select and Use Uses one or none of the provided Repeats or misinterprets Accurately uses relevant Appropriately synthesizes relevant 

Evidence 
(0, 2, 4, or 6 

points) 

sources. information from at least two of 
the provided sources, or the 
information lacks relevance 

information from at least two of 
the provided sources to support 
an argument. 

information drawn from at least 
two of the provided sources to 
develop and support a compelling 

thereby providing little support argument. 
for an argument. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 

Typical responses that earn 
0 points: 
• Use only one of the provided

sources.
• Do not make use of any of the

provided sources.

Typical responses that earn 
2 points: 
• Draw obviously mistaken

conclusions from the sources.
• Mismatch claims and

evidence.
• Offer evidence that has no

bearing on the claims made.

Typical responses that earn 
4 points: 
• Present evidence that

adequately supports
assertions.

• Use quotations or paraphrases
that generally match the
claims.

• Interpret the sources in a way
that does not substantially
contribute to the argument;
may pull data or information
from the sources but do not
utilize that information in a
thoughtful or insightful way.

Typical responses that earn 
6 points: 
● Fully integrate the source

materials into the argument
and put the sources into
conversation with one
another.

● May use a source to clarify
points made in a second
source, or to make a
contrasting point, which is
woven into the argument.

● Present evidence invoked to
support the writer’s argument;
the evidence is not the
argument itself.

● Interpret the evidence in a
way that adds substantially to
the argument.

Additional Notes 
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Reporting 
Category Scoring Criteria 

Row 4 0 points 2 points 4 points 6 points 
Apply 

Conventions 
(0, 2, 4 or 6 

points) 

Does not meet the criteria for 
2 points. 

Contains many flaws in grammar 
and style that often interfere with 
communication to the reader OR 
the response incorrectly or 

Is generally clear but contains 
some flaws in grammar and style 
that occasionally interfere with 
communication to the reader. The 

Communicates clearly to the reader 
(although may not be free of errors in 
grammar and style) AND the response 
effectively integrates material from 

ineffectively attributes knowledge response accurately attributes sources into the argument (e.g. it is 
and ideas from sources. knowledge and ideas from clearly introduced, integrated, or 

sources. embedded into the text) and 
accurately attributes knowledge and 
ideas. 

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes 

Typical responses that earn 
0 points: 
• Are not related in any way

to a theme that connects
the provided sources (off- 
topic).

Typical responses that earn 
2 points: 
• Use grammar and syntax that

is so clumsy as to make the
meaning difficult to decipher.
Require multiple readings to
uncover meaning or intent.

• Use blatant unattributed
paraphrases and/or there is an
absence of sources/quotation
marks/reference to sources or
their authors.

Typical responses that earn 
4 points: 
• Are written in a style that is

adequate, if sometimes clunky,
but conveys basic meaning.

• May contain multiple
misspellings or other errors,
but not so many as to impede
understanding. May attempt
elevated word choice but may
be incorrect, or may lapse into
colloquial language.

• Refer to sources/authors and
use quotation marks or
paraphrases appropriately.

Typical responses that earn 
6 points: 
• Feature writing that enhances the

argument, are easy to read, and
concise. Grammar and syntax
need not be perfect.

• May demonstrate an
understanding of the context of
the provided sources.

• Weave source material effectively
into the argument’s composition.

• Accurately cite sources (use
quotation marks and paraphrases
correctly).

Additional Notes 
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Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

This question assessed students’ ability to: 
• Read the sources critically, understanding the different perspective of each source. 
• Identify a theme or issue connecting the provided sources. 
• Use the theme as an impetus for writing a logically organized, well-reasoned, and well-crafted 

argument presenting the student’s perspective. 
• Incorporate two or more of the sources to support the newly-developed argument. 
• Build the argument with a series of logical claims. 
• Link claims to supporting evidence. 
• Cite sources, identifying them either by author or by letters assigned in the prompt. 
• Complete the task within a 90-minute time period. 

Sample: A 
1 Establish Argument Score: 6 
2 Establish Argument Score: 6 
3 Select and Use Evidence Score: 6 
4 Apply Conventions Score: 6 

Row 1: Establish Argument 
The response earned 6 points for this row because it identifies a common theme, social connections 
through the internet, that is found across multiple sources, but extends to an original perspective 
that includes “The internet presents a critical opportunity to enhance the American ideal of equality 
of opportunity”. This perspective is carried through the entire response. The use of source C in a 
paragraph centered on limited internet access to marginalized groups is particularly insightful. 
Finally, the response offers solutions (Ex: “Internet service providers…could provide better internet 
to rural areas”) but does acknowledge the limitations of the solutions and of the overall argument  
in demonstrating a developed understanding of the issue. 

Row 2: Establish Argument 
The response earned 6 points for this row because of its clear line of reasoning aligned with its 
argument. The paragraphs are balanced effectively between evidence and commentary. The second 
paragraph is particularly thoughtful in focusing on the lack of access for marginalized groups.  
The evidence and commentary drawn from sources B and C in that paragraph clearly align with  
the argument. Finally, the introduction and conclusion frame the argument logically and cohesively. 
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Row 3: Select and Use Evidence 
The response earned 6 points for this row because the evidence is highly relevant and synthesized 
effectively. The response rarely puts two sources in one paragraph, but the argument is never 
compromised, and the evidence is integrated fully. Source B is used narrowly, yet the response  
adds an example of LinkedIn to connect with the evidence of “weak ties” in employment settings. 
Lastly, the use of evidence from source D, “no man is an island and a loss to one is a loss of all”,  
and putting the source in conversation with source C at the end of the paragraph effectively  
supports the compelling argument.   

Row 4: Apply Conventions 
The response earned 6 points for this row because the language use and phrasing enhance the 
response consistently. Ex: “Conglomerates have no incentive”, and, “Beyond fostering natural 
competition”. The response also demonstrates skill in its construction of cohesive paragraphs. 
Lastly, all evidence is attributed and/or cited accurately throughout the response, and the response  
takes the time to explain why the selected sources are valuable for their argument. For example,  
it specifies that information about Internet connection quality comes from the Pew Research Center 
and the role of “weak ties” in employment is established by a sociologist Mark Granovetter. 
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Sample: B 
1 Establish Argument Score: 4 
2 Establish Argument Score: 4 
3 Select and Use Evidence Score: 4 
4 Apply Conventions Score: 4 

Row 1: Establish Argument 
The response earned 4 points for this row because it correctly identifies a theme, the value of 
friendship, and establishes a perspective, “Being lonely and having social ties both have their 
positive and negative impacts”. However, this perspective is overly general. 

Row 2: Establish Argument 
The response earned 4 points for this row because it is mostly clear and organized but lacks 
development in commentary. The commentary does explain the link between evidence and claims 
consistently, but only at a surface level. “So yes, friendships help students in academics and social 
success but in the long run these friendships will only get you so far”. The response has accurate 
claims but underdeveloped commentary. 

Row 3: Select and Use Evidence 
The response earned 4 points for this row because it does include relevant evidence from two 
sources in support of the argument. The response does isolate the two sources, though, with the use 
of source A exclusively in the second paragraph and source C in the third paragraph. Source A is 
used to show the benefits of being alone, while source B supports the value of having friendship 
networks. Also, the evidence extracted from both sources A and B is not synthesized well; instead,  
it relies on quoting/paraphrasing large chunks of text. 

Row 4: Apply Conventions 
The response earned 4 points for this row because the writing style is consistent and adequate.  
The basic meaning is conveyed with minimal interference for the reader. “The peice [sic] of evidence 
is very valuable…explain.” The response attributes information from the sources accurately but does 
not provide any context. Finally, the response follows paragraphing rules consistently. 
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Sample: C 
1 Establish Argument Score: 2 
2 Establish Argument Score: 2 
3 Select and Use Evidence Score: 2 
4 Apply Conventions Score: 2 

Row 1: Establish Argument 
The response earned 2 points for this row because it offers a perspective that is unclear,  
“[the sources] have different issues in them but mainly I see life experiences”. The response is 
dominated by summary, never arriving at a clear perspective of its own. 

Row 2: Establish Argument 
The response earned 2 points for this row because it lacks commentary and fails to establish  
a line of reasoning as it is overly dependent on summarizing the provided sources. “In source B  
it mainly talks about the different networks”. 

Row 3: Select and Use Evidence 
The response earned 2 points for this row because it does use information from three sources,  
but the evidence is incorporated in a confusing manner and repeats information. Lastly, it draws 
mistaken/incomplete conclusions about the sources and, at times, how the sources connect.  
“This connects them by there storyline and how they go about” and “Source B talks about college 
and their friendships”. 

Row 4: Apply Conventions 
The response earned 2 points for this row because there are many issues with grammar and syntax 
that interfere with the communication to the reader. Lastly, it should be noted that the response  
does use source attribution consistently. 
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