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 Question 3 

 
7 points 
 
Part (a): 1 point 
 
One point is earned for a correct description of the primary conflict over the decision to go to war: 
the President is commander-in-chief and Congress has power to declare war.  
 
Part (b): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for each correct description of a provision of the War Powers Resolution designed to 
limit the President’s power over war making.  
 
Acceptable descriptions include: 

• President must notify Congress within 48 hours of sending troops into combat.  
• President must consult with Congress whenever feasible. 
• Conflicts are limited to 60 days unless Congress takes action,  
• Congress can extend time from the initial 60 days or can withdraw troops after 60 days 

with adequate notification to the President.  
 
Part (c): 4 points 
 
One point is earned for correctly identifying two other formal powers Congress has over war making 
(maximum 2 points). One point is earned for each explanation of the formal powers identified in part (c) 
(maximum 2 points). 
 
Acceptable answers include: 

• Passing laws. 
• Appropriations (any mention of “funding”). 
• Confirmation of nominees. 
• Impeachment. 
• Treaty ratification. 
• Congressional oversight (hearings or investigations). 

 
To earn a point, the explanation must tell how or why these are formal Congressional powers over war 
making.  
 
A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer. 
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Question 3 
 
Overview 
 
This question was intended to examine students’ understandings of the nature of the relationship 
between Congress and the presidency regarding war. The frame of the question was the War Powers 
Resolution of 1973, but the central issue had to do with formal conflicts between the two branches. 
Students needed to know the primary constitutional conflict, two provisions in the resolution itself, and 
two other formal congressional powers regarding the war-making dilemma. 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 6 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point for correctly describing the primary constitutional conflict: “the 
President is Commander in Chief,” while Congress can “officially state to the world that the U.S. is at war.”  
 
In part (b) the response earned 2 description points. The first point was earned for correctly stating that the 
President can deploy troops to a conflict for a limited period. The second point was earned for stating “that 
Congress may take control over the continued deployment of troops … after the initial period of presidential 
control.” 
 
In part (c) the response earned 1 point for correctly identifying the congressional power to “appropriate 
funds.” The response earned 1 point for explaining that “without Congress’s support through funding [the 
President’s] strategy is killed.” The response earned a third point for stating that Congress can “enact 
legislation that affects war making.” 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 3 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point for describing “congress’s power to declare war” and stating that “the 
President is the commander in cheif [sic].” 
 
The student does not respond to part (b) and therefore earned no points. 
 
In part (c) the response earned 2 points for correctly identifying two other powers of Congress. The first point 
was earned for stating that Congress has the power “to finance the armed forces,” and the second for stating 
that “congress accepts or rejects the ambassador appointments or treaties.” 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 1 
 
In part (a) the response earned no points because there is no identification of a presidential role in the 
constitutional conflict between the Congress and the President.  
 
The response does not correctly describe any provision of the War Powers Resolution and therefore earned no 
points in part (b).  
 
In part (c) the response earned 1 point for identifying the legislative process as a power of Congress.  




