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Question 4 

5 points 
 
Part (a): 1 point 
 
One point is earned for defining federalism. A common definition is: a constitutional division of power 
between levels (national and state) of government.  
 
Part (b): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for each explanation of how a categorical grant, federal mandate, or selective 
incorporation has been used to increase federal power relative to the states. 
 
An acceptable explanation of a categorical grant: 

• A grant designed for a specific purpose. 
• States must spend money in accord with national government’s wishes. 

 
An acceptable explanation of a federal mandate: 

• A federal government tells states what policies to implement. 
 
An acceptable explanation of selective incorporation: 

• Federal courts can overturn state and local practices. 
 
Part (c): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for each explanation (maximum 2 points) of how the Welfare Reform Act of 1996, block 
grants, or the Tenth Amendment has been used to increase the power of the states relative to the federal 
government. 
 
Acceptable explanations of the Welfare Reform Act of 1996 include: 

• States were given the power and money to run their own welfare program. 
• States were given discretion to determine how to implement the federal goal of 

transferring people from welfare to work. 
 
Acceptable explanations of block grants include: 

• It is targeted money. 
• Block grants to states have few strings attached, so states can make decisions about 

the details of where the money goes. 
 
Acceptable explanations of the Tenth Amendment include: 

• It reserves power to the states and to the people 
• It is being used to argue that power be returned to states. 

 
A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that receives no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer. 
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Question 4  
Overview 
 
This question asked students to define federalism and to explain how certain tools are used by the federal 
and state governments to affect government policy in order to increase their respective influence. 
 
Sample: 4A 
Score: 5 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point for correctly defining federalism as “a system of government in 
which power is divided and shared between the national government and the states, and other levels of 
government.” 
 
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for explaining that categorical grants specify “how the state is to 
spend the money,” thereby increasing the power of the federal government relative to the states. The 
response earned a second point in part (b) for explaining that a federal mandate requires “an action that 
the state must do,” thereby increasing the power of the federal government relative to the states. 
 
In part (c) the response earned 1 point for explaining how block grants give states discretion, thereby 
increasing the power of the state government relative to the federal government. The response earned a 
second point in part (c) for explaining that states use the Tenth Amendment to justify state action, thereby 
increasing the power of the state government relative to the federal government. 
 
Sample: 4B 
Score: 3 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point for correctly defining federalism as “a system of government in 
which power is divided between the National Government and the local/state governments, each being 
supreme in its own sphere.” 
 
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for explaining that “categorical grants have specific restrictions and 
limitations on how the money granted is to be spent,” thereby increasing the power of the federal 
government relative to the states. The response earned a second point in part (b) for explaining that 
selective incorporation extends the Bill of Rights to the states, “applying federal government-level 
standards to the state level,” thereby increasing the power of the federal government relative to the states. 
 
In part (c) the response did not earn any points because it does not correctly explain how federal block 
grants or the Tenth Amendment increase the power of the state government relative to the federal 
government. 
 
Sample: 4C 
Score: 1 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point for correctly defining federalism: “Federalism is when there’s a 
destinction [sic] between the federal government and the state government with the federal government 
being the supreme, superior of the two.” 
 
In part (b) the response did not earn any points because there is no correct explanation of how categorical 
grants or federal mandates increase the power of the federal government relative to the state government. 
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Question 4 (continued) 
 

In part (c) the response did not earn any points because there is no correct explanation of how federal 
block grants or the Tenth Amendment increase the power of the state government relative to the federal 
government. 
 




